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Religion and Women's Rights in Florida: An
Examination of the Equal Rights Amendment
Legislative Debates, 1972-1982
by Laura E. Brock

I am a full-time wife and mother and not a member of
any women's liberation group. I cannot see how a reasonable-thinking and enlightened person can oppose equality
under the law for all regardless of sex. Legal equality cannot possibly destroy the American home or motherhood
or fatherhood . . . [ERA] has no affect on a religious and
love relationship between a man, his wife, and their children ... If you ... support the [ERA] I give you my word
that I will not abandon my family any more than you would
abandon yours-and_:- I will continue to submit to my husband each evening with pleasure.
-Adele Kan ter 1
I am a fully liberated woman in spirit and in Christ representing non-professional contented women of every
Laura E. Brock earned her Ph.D. at Florida State University in 2013 and currently
serves as Director of External Relations fo.r the Florida State University College of
Medicine. The author would like to thank Roy Brock, Amanda Porterfield, Monica
Reed, Cara Burnidge, Myra Hurt, Dee Beranek, John Fogarty, Sandi Harris, Therese
Lysaught, Nan Rich, LuMarie Polivka-West, Kathy Mears, Jo Davis, Alicia Crew, Janet
Stoner,JoAnne Graf, Connie Lester and two anonymous reviewers for their support,
comments, critiques and/ or suggestions.
1
Adele Kanter to Senator Dan Scarborough. (February 16, 1973), 1973 ERA
Correspondence, Senate Judiciary-Civil Committee, Box 504, Florida State
Archives, Tallahassee, Florida.

[l]
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race, color, creed, and economic class. [ERA would]
make a wife equally responsible for the financial support of her family; subject girls and women to compulsory military service and possible combat duty; legalize
homosexual marriages and the adoption of children by
homosexual couples; and eliminate special rights, benefits, and exemptions conferred by law upon members of
the female sex.
-Shirley Spellerberg2
lorida housewife Adele Kanter's letter was prototypical of
religious women who were supporters of the Equal Rights
Amendment (ERA) .3 Community activist and housewife Shirley Spellerberg's letter was representative of religious opponents of
the ERA. Women were mobilized to enter the political arena, many
for the first time, on both sides of the ERA conflict. Florida was
the key battleground state where the ERA failed after an intense
decade-long (1972-1982) political battle that was an intersection
of religious, gender and social issues. Examining the history of
Florida's ERA conflict is significant because religious and social
themes recur in contemporary public policy debates and legislative actions. This study will explore the role of religion in affecting
legislative rhetoric and lobbying tactics, as well as in exacerbating
the fight in Florida. 4 It will explain how religion contributed to
the failure of ratification when opponents linked the amendment
to "threatening" social issues such as gay rights or abortion. ERA
supporters were forced into a defensive strategy that included mar-

F

2

3

4

Shirley Spellerberg to Senator Dan Scarborough (February 15, 1973) Box
503, ERA Correspondence, Senate Judiciary-Civil Committee, Florida State
Archives, Tallahassee, Florida.
The ERA stated: "Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged
by the United States or any state on account of sex. The Congress shall have the
power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article. This
amendment shall take effect two years after the date of ratification."
Primary and secondary historical sources from the Florida State Archives in
Tallahassee, Elaine Gordon Papers at the Green Library of Florida International University, and the Florida Legislative Research Center and Museum
were used in this study. Materials included legislative committee meeting materials, chamber debates, correspondenc~ , oral histories, speeches, books, news
articles, pamphlets, and periodicals; and primary source information from
personal observation and discussions with several people on opposing sides
of the ERA battle. The debate rhetoric and lobbying tactics discussed here are
limited by space constraints and are not exhaustive; they focus on the impact
of religion on the ERA conflict.
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shaling religious arguments and using tactics to mobilize religious
women to support ERA ratification. 5
Joan S. Carver and Kimberly Wilmot Voss examined Florida's
ERA battle, providing exceptional analyses of the conflict. 6 Carver,
a political scientist, reviewed the history of the ERA in the Florida
legislature and Voss, a journalism professor, focused attention on
a pivotal figure, Senator Lori Wilson, and the role of the media in
depicting the battle as a "catfight." Carver argued that ERA transformed into an ideolggjcal issue symbolizing a broad spectrum of
threatening political and social changes. 7 Voss examined the 1977
5

6

7

Several studies identify the impact of religion on the ERA battle. First, in
Martha Sonntag Bradley's exhaustive study of Mormon women, the Mormon
Church successfully made the difference that contributed to the defeat of the
ERA in several states by making the ERA a moral rather than a political concern. See Martha Sonntag Bradley, Pedestals and Podiums: Utah Women, Religious
Authority & Equal Rights (Salt Lake City, UT: Signature Books, 2005). Second,
denominational preference was important in separating the pro- from the
anti-ERA activists according to Kent L. Tedin, in "Religious Preference and
Pro/Anti Activism on the Equal Rights Amendment Issue," Pacific Sociological
Review 21, no. 1 Qanuary 1978): 55-67. Third, using the same data from Texas
interviews, Tedin and David Brady focused on anti-ERA women and found
that 92 percent indicated that religion was important to them and the source
of their political attitudes. See David Brady and Kent Tedin, "Ladies in Pink:
Religion and Political Ideology in the Anti-ERA Movement," Social Science
Quarterly 36, no . 4 (March 1976): 564-575. Fourth, a survey of North Carolina
ERA activists concluded that ERA proponents belonged to non-fundamentalist
churches or had no religious affiliation, whereas, ERA opponents belonged to
major fundamentalist denominations. See Theodore S. Arrington and Patricia
A. Kyle, "Equal Rights Amendment Activists in North Carolina," Signs 3, no. 3
(Spring 1978): 666-680. Fifth, using different data but arriving at similar conclusions, sociologist Val Burris determined that religious affiliation indicated
that Mormons consistently opposed ERA, Jewish people supported ERA, and
membership in a fundamentalist Protestant denomination was connected to
ERA opposition. See Val Burris, "Who Opposed the ERA? An Analysis of the
Social Bases of Anti-feminism," Social Science Quarterly 64, no. 2 Qune 1983):
305-317. Finally, support for or opposition to the ERA was diJ;"ectly related to
religiosity and ideology. See Iva E. Deutchman and Sandra Prince-Embury,
"Political Ideology of Pro- and Anti-ERA Women," Women & Politics 2, no. 1/ 2
(Spring/ Summer 1982) : 39-55.
Joan S. Carver, "The Equal Rights Amendment and the Florida Legislature,"
Florida Historical Quarterly 60, no. 4 (April 1982): 455-481 and Kimberly Wilmot
Voss, "The Florida Fight for Equality: The Equal Rights Amendment, Senator
Lori Wilson and Mediated Catfights in the 1970s," Florida Historical Quarterly
88, no. 2 (Fall 2009): 173-208.
Carver, "The Equal Rights Amendment and the Florida Legislature," 456,
476-481. Carver traced the ERA through 1981. Three patterns of development were identified: 1) early brief consensus in the House of Representatives
(1972); 2) increased polarization by political party and region (1972-1974);
and 3) increased polarization by region and part}' (1975-1980).
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ERA defeat, including the _media representations, women-versuswomen themes, Senator Wilson's role, as well as the recent ERA
status. Voss effectively identified the central role of the media and
acknowledged the active role of religious groups, "particularly in
the question over women's roles in society." 8
As Carver and Voss indicated, the ERA battle in Florida created an environment for legal challenges and statutory changes
that advanced opportunities for women to serve in education,
government, business and public office. Female ERA supporters
experienced "liberation" as they achieved new social, political and
personal empowerment through participation in the ERA conflict.
They exercised their activism through various established organizations that produced future female legislators. 9 Paradoxically, as ERA
supporters were empowered by political engagement, female ERA
opponents were also personally galvanized through political activism. These women ventured outside the home,joining conservative
women's efforts to fight to protect traditional gender roles, domestic life and the status quo. Traditional rhetoric concealed political
authority wielded by women in anti-ERA organizations who raised
funds, lobbied the legislature, organized marches and waged a media
war. 10 Eventually, some progress toward women's equality occurred
through several state and federal laws passed in lieu of ERA. 11
8

9
10

11

Voss, "The Florida Fight for Equality," 181. Voss presented gripping examples
of media coverage that hyped fears about women in combat, the end of traditional motherhood and female radicalism. Religious rhetoric and arguments
were part of opponents' tactics, especially . in 1977 when ERA passage was
tied to the Dade County gay rights ordinance. Voss demonstrated that rather
than providing objective analysis, the media focused on salacious details. She
tracked the ERA through modern history, noting that in 2008 the Florida Senate Judiciary Committee passed it 8-3 but the bill died in the Rules Committee.
Subsequently it has been introduced but not considered.
See Emily]. Minor, "Friendships Helped a Group of Dynamic Young Women
of the '60s Change Everything," Palm Beach Post, July 20, 2010.
When women defined their political activism as a calling from God, they
were able to sidestep male religious authority and subjugate ideas about their
proper roles. Indeed, Mormon women, as well as other conservative religious
women, took full advantage of the opportunity to fight the ERA because, ironically, it allowed them to expand beyond their restricted roles. Housewives and
other traditional women left home to engage in "spiritual warfare" and gain
new identities in the political arena. See Bradley, Pedestals and Podiums, 121-123
and Donald G. Mathews, "'Spiritual W<J.rfare': Cultural Fundamentalism and
the Equal Rights Amendment," Religi,on and American Culture3, no. 2 (Summer
1993): 129-154.
For example, legislation passed addressing anti-discrimination practices, property ownership, credit lending, jury service, displaced homemakers, Title IX
funding for women's athletics, family leave, domestic violence programs, child
support enforcement and child daycare licensing.
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This study will expand on the previous two excellent studies'
references to the impact of religion on Florida's ERA battle. It
will approach ERA history from a different angle by focusing on
the religiously influenced legislative debate rhetoric and lobbying
strategies. Excavating the legislative debates and lobbying tactics
from this perspective highlights major debate themes such as "true
womanhood" vs. liberated womanhood, traditional family vs. modern family and states' rights vs. federal preemption of state laws.
This study will also co:g_:g.ect the central themes of the historic ERA
debate to present-day policy discussions.
The first section of this study presents the religiously influenced themes in the ERA debate rhetoric and strategies. It demonstrates how religion connects and enhances cultural and social
assumptions. The next section chronologically narrates pro- and
anti-ERA forces' religiously inspired legislative debates and lobbying tactics. Debates revealed how Florida's Southern culture was
thoroughly immersed in religious life and symbols. The final section identifies parallel themes in contemporary Florida politics
similar to ERA debate themes. Because the state has shifted right- ward politically over the past few decades, the conservative side of
these themes prevail in today's political environment.
What did Women Want? Three Themes Affecting the Debate in
the ERA Conflict
Florida's ERA battle reflected escalating cultural polarization
that included the rise of the Religious Right later in the decade. As
Carver illustrated, ERA as a "symbol" became more important than
the actual amendment. Early in the decade, opponents were con-cerned about E
fostering communism, destroying traditional
gender roles and thrusting women into combat. As the ERA conflict progressed, opponents' concerns expanded to encompass religious fears of increased gay rights, abortions, unisex bathrooms, as
well as societal moral decay. Rhetoric, symbols, and tactics centered
on three religiously influenced themes in the debate, including
"true womanhood" vs . liberated womanhood, traditional family vs.
modern family, and states' rights vs. federal preemption.
First, each side in the ERA conflict defined the meaning of gender and womanhood. 12 Certain historical, traditional and romantic
12

Donald G. Mathews and Sherron De Hart argued that gender was the decisive
issue in the ERA conflict because through gender, "humans have fabricated
the social meaning of sex in spinning their culture into webs of meaning."
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expectations for "true womanhood" 13 existed in Southern culture.
Accordingly, ERA opponents believed in the determining power of
biology, traditional womanhood, femininity, sacred motherhood,
female piety, submissiveness and preservation of their social status
as homemakers. In the ERA debate, opponents' religiously influenced, traditional, patriarchal, gender-based arguments reflected women as naturally nurturing, morally superior and needing
protection. 14 Equality was a moral threat to opponents because
it meant "sexual permissiveness, the pill, abortion, living in communes, draft dodgers, unisex men who refused to be men, and
women who refused to be women." 15 Female opponents lobbied
by using tactics that reminded legislators of their essential role as
housewives, while legislators argued against women's rights and for
"protecting the weaker-but morally superior-sex."
Conversely, ERA proponents viewed liberated womanhood
as a life of social and economic independence. Equality was the
path to reinvention of what it meant to be a woman. Without relying on male co-signers, women would have access to credit, own
property, start businesses and enter into contracts. ERA supporters
anticipated freedom from "the gendered ideal in which they had
been socialized-and with which they were becoming distinctively
uncomfortable .... " 16 In lobbying efforts and legislative debates,
ERA proponents emphasized the need to end discrimination. They
argued that ERA would expand opportunities for women in business, government and education, as well as provide equal pay and
social security benefits.
-

13

14

15
16

Donald G. Mathews and Jane Sherron De Hart, Sex, Gender, and the Politics of
ERA: A State and the Nation (New York: Oxford University Press, 1990), 222-224.
See Barbara Welter, "The Cult of True Womanhood: 1820-1860," American
Quarterly 18, no. 2, (Summer 1966): 151-174. Welter indicates that 19th century
writers used the term frequently, assuming- readers understood the meaning
of the ideal woman. Anyone tampering with "the complex of virtues" making
up "true womanhood" was considered an enemy of God and country. Welter
said religion undergirded "true womanhood" and empowered women in their
"proper sphere," the home.
Opponents believed feminists were "challenging the sacred order of creation."
See Susan Faludi, Backlash: The Undeclared War Against American Women (New
York: Three Rivers Press, 2006; Crown, l-99L); Susan Marshall, "Ladies Against
Women: Mobilization of Antifeminist Movements," Social Problems 32 (1985):
348-362; and Phyllis Schlafly, ThePowerojthePositive Woman (New Rochelle, NY:
Arlington House Publishers, 1977).
Mary Frances Berry, Why ERA Failed: Politics, Women~ Rights, and the Amending
Process of the Constitution (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1986), 85.
Mathews, "'Spiritual Warfare,"' 132.
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Second, as the decade progressed, the political battle's focus
shifted from promoting equality to maintaining traditional family
roles.17 ERA opponents were convinced "women's libbers" were
out to destroy the traditional family. In the South especially, ERA
was perceived as a cultural threat to sacred notions of the family,
with historically delineated and religiously shaped, gender roles.
Negative consequences would include loss of legal privileges, additional work for women, more divorces, and exploitation of working
class women. Opponents also listed religious concerns about the
possibility of legalized homosexual marriages, rampant abortion
on demand and that young women would be drafted to serve in
combat duty. For these women, the ERA debates revealed an interpretation of gender as a fixed term, attached to traditional established institutions and conventions. Using biblical sources of moral
authority, opponents claimed that female roles were distinct from
male roles. They argued that women were subordinate to men in
the family. 18 Indeed, these concerns fueled creation of the Religious Right, which began, in part, as a reaction to ERA. 19 Focus
shifted in 1979 from an anti-ERA crusade to a "pro-family" movement. In Florida's ERA fight, opponents gained political power

17
18

19

Berry, VVhy ERA Faded, 85; Mathews and De Hart, Sex, Gender, and the Politics of
ERA, 175-180.
Mathews and :Qe Hart, Sex, Gender, and the Politics ofERA, 223; Brady and Tedin,
"Ladies in Pink," 574; and Gilbert Y Steiner, Constitutional Inequality: The Political Fortunes of the Equal Rights Amendment (Washington, DC: The Brookings
Institution, 1985). Steiner argues ERA ratification was hindered by the Roe v.
Wade decision [ 410 U.S. 113 ( 1973)] in 1973. Parallel opposition to abortion
and ERA ensued. Deana A. Rohlinger and Jill Quadagno, in "Framing Faith:
Explaining Cooperation and Conflict in the U.S. Conservative Christian Political Movement," Social Movement Studies 8, no. 4 (2009): 341-358, demonstrate
that the "family values frame" used by Conservative Christian political movements proved effective in transcending specific moral world views and focusing political efforts.
Political scientis't Ruth Murray Brown identified a direct link to the countermovement against the ERA that developed into the Christian Right. Brown
argued that a Christian conservative backlash against a litany of social change
began in the 1960s and 1970s explained "why it was southerners, fundamentalists, and particularly women who, tending to be guardians of morality, were
the instigators of the backlash" and the ERA "became the opening wedge for
a conservative countermovement to feminism in particular and liberalism in
general." Women who opposed ERA moved on to oppose abortion, homosexuality, and teaching sex education and evolution in the public schools. See
Ruth Murray Brown, For a "Christian America": A History of the Religious Right
(Amherst, NY: Prometheus Books, 2002): 15-21, 24; Bruce]. Shulman, and
Julian E. Zelizer, Rightward Bound: Making America Conservative in the 1970s
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2008).

Published by STARS, 2015

11

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 94 [2015], No. 1, Art. 1

8

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

through invoking social issues, which were also central to anti-ERA
legislative debates.
However, ERA supporters envisioned a modern family with
redefined flexible gender roles and broken stereotypes. They
argued that providing equality for women would enhance families. 20
Using lobbying tactics to reflect femininity and religious support,
ERA proponents declared that they were concerned about future
generations of women. ERA supporters increasingly emphasized
the gender gap in wages on a state and national level. For example,
Rep . Eleanor Weinstock said that women earned only 57 percent
of what men earned in 1979. Supporters were concerned about
women working outside the home through economic necessity in
addition to homemakers' financial needs. Feminist Betty Friedan
argued that females forced into the workplace by economic conditions made ERA an economic necessity for women. 21 Lobbying
efforts centered on the tangible financial benefits that ERA would
provide to working women and homemakers. Pro-ERA legislators
focused arguments on the need for equal opportunities and pay
and for women, while listing anecdotal stories of discrimination.
Third, the powers not granted to the federal government by
the U.S. Constitution are reserved to the states. Opponents were
concerned that ERA, as a U.S. constitutional amendment, would
preempt state law. States' rights concerns were religiously and morally based. Early in the decade-long conflict, many ERA opponents
believed in a domestic communist conspiracy promoted under the
guise of equality. Later, they believed that "big government" was a
threat. Opponents argued ERA would abolish important federal and
state laws concerning marriage, divorce, child custody, and other
"protective" legislation. Further, they expressed concern about federal enactment of laws and regulations that would interfere with
local and state governance. In the legiSlative debates, southern legislators displayed resentment over previous civil rights cases linked to
20

21

By 1975, 52 percent of women were in the workforce. Consequently, new public policies were advocated including childcare subsid ies, comparable pay, and
maternal and family leave. Joan S. Carver, "Women in Florida," The journal of
Politics 41 , no. 3 (August 1979) : 945. ~
Friedan maintained: "The economic issues, inflation, and the decline in
the value of the dollar and all the other economic pressures that affect the
American family today are absolutely forcing women out into the work force."
Ronald Wray Boyd, "There's No 'Mystique ' About Betty Friedan, She's Tough,
Dedicated and To The Point," St. Petersburg Times, October 17, 1979: Dl; and
Brynell Somerville, "Homemakers Rights: Just What Are They?" Boca Raton
News, March 25 , 1979: 2B.
-
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concern about potential judicial interpretation of ERA that would
intrude in the religious life of the family.
Proponents framed the ERA preemption of discriminatory federal and state laws as a positive policy change granting women rights
and opportunities. Federal enforcement through government and
judicial intervention was seen as crucial, especially in the socially
conservative South, where there was a long history of resistance to
extending human righ_ts In fact, as the decade continued, advancement for women came through legal victories, as women achieved
rights through judicial interpretations of the 14th Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution. Ironically, during the ERA conflict, these successes
actually undercut ratification efforts. Many educational opportunities
and occupations opened for females, especially in the government
sector, where "affirmative action" required equal job opportunities
for women and other minority groups.
These three themes thread from the 1972-1982 ERA battle
to Florida's contemporary political arena. In the first theme, the
meaning of gender and womanhood was in dispute because ERA
supporters sought economic independence in society while oppo-nents feared changes would shift them into responsibilities and
legal obligations they did not seek, such as work requirements or
serving in the military. Similarly, the second theme addressed equality in traditional family roles, which was a threat to ERA opponents
but sought by ERA supporters. The third theme concentrated on
the scope of powers of the federal government in individuals' lives.
ERA opponents distrusted the federal courts and federal government, while ERA proponents argued that the only way to achieve
equality, especially in the South, was to enact a constitutional
amendment guaranteeing equal rights for women and preempting discriminatory state laws. In the Florida ERA fight each theme
was debated within the context of religion. Likewise, contemporary
public policy conflicts reflect these themes.

Bibles, Pedestals and Marches: Religion in Florida's ERA Legislative
Debate
Florida had a "fractured political geography" in 1972. 22 Democrats ruled the Florida legislature but were divided by a geo-political
22

Thomas R. Dye, Politics in Florida (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1998),
6; and Robert Huckshorn, ed. Government and Politics in Florida, 1st ed. (Gainesville: University Presses of Florida, 1991): 58-110. The 1970s and 1980s, as today,
had diverse population clusters. The "Redneck Riviera" and its conservative
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ideological split between South Florida progressives and North
Florida conservatives. Four women served in the legislature; one
served in the 40-member Senate and three served in the 120-member House of Representativ_es. 23
House Judiciary Committee staff director, Janet Reno, drafted House Concurrent Resolution (HCR) 4440 at the direction of
her chairman, Rep. Talbot "Sandy" D'Alemberte in March 1972. 24
Reno and Rep. D'Alemberte ensured that the Florida House of
Representatives was ready to ratify ERA immediately after it passed
Congress. 25
In 1972 there was overwhelming support for ERA in the House .
Debate rhetoric reflected religious and cultural attitudes with
underlying religious notions of patriarchy, morality and female

23

24

25

voters and politicians extended from Pensacola to Jacksonville, around the
panhandle and gulf shores southward. North Florida resembled Old Dixie
and contained many Christian fundamentalists. South Florida served as home
to large Jewish, Cuban and Haitian populations. Tallahassee and Gainesville
were exceptions to the conservative blend of the northern Florida panhandle
area. See Carver, ''Women in Florida," 941-955 . Carver discusses the influx of
newcomers in South Florida that created two cultures where women are concerned: The North Florida conservative culture and the South Florida progressive culture, which was more receptive to change in women's roles.
Susan A. MacManus, ''Women in State Legislative Office," Political Chronicle
6 (Winter/ Spring 1994-95): 10-18. The following women were in the Florida
Legislature in 1972: Senator Beth Johnson (R-Cocoa Beach), Rep. Jane W.
Robinson (R-Cocoa) , Rep. Mary R. Grizzle CR-Clearwater), Rep. Maxine Baker
(D-Miami), and Rep. Gwen Cherry (D-Miami).
Reno and D'Alemberte were in the nascent stage of what would be a productive lifelong friendship. Sandy D'Alemberte interview with author, April 19,
2011. Janet Reno was later State Attorney for Dade County (1978-1993) and
U.S. Attorney General (1993-2001) . Sandy D'Alemberte is an amazing figure
throughout Florida's modern history. A self-described "McGovern Liberal," he
served in the Legislature (1966-1972), chaired numerous commissions, was
Florida State University's Law School D£:an (1984-1989) and President (19942002), was President of the American Bar Association (1991-1992), and now
handles dozens of pro bono cases as an attorney in private practice and as a
law professor and President Emeritus. See Paul Anderson, Janet Reno: Doing the
Right Thing (New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1994), 60-61.
The U.S. House of Representatives passed. ERA by 354 to 23. On March 22,
1972, the U.S. Senate passed ERA by 84-8, sending the amendment to the
states for ratification. Thirty-eight states were needed to ratify the amendment.
The Hawaii legislature ratified ERA in just 32.c. minutes after the U.S. Senate
vote. Nebraska, New Hampshire, Delaware, Iowa and Idaho followed within
days. See Anita Miller and Hazel Greenberg, The Equal Rights Amendment: A
Bibliographic Study (Westport, CT.: Greenwood Press, 1976), xiv; and "The Congress: One Giant Leap for Womankind," Time, April 3, 1972, http: / / www.time .
com/ time/ magazine/ article/ 0,9171 ,903392,00.html (accessed January 6,
2013).
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behavior. Rep. Gwen Cherry, who was devoted to women's rights, 26
introduced the amendment, and a brief debate ensued. Rep. Cherry and Rep. Donald Tucker argued that it was time to end discrimination on the basis of sex and to support equal rights for women. 27
The sole opponent speaking against ERA ratification, Rep.
Dave Smith, invoked a variety of gender stereotypes, many religiously inspired. 28 He chided legislators for being "too chicken to
stand up for their masculine rights." Rep. Smith framed the ERA
as a "socialist conspiracy," incited by "a bunch of hairy chested frustrated women, who have stampeded the Congress of the United
States of America." Rep. Smith claimed proponents were attempting "to degrade woman's place and our beloved America" and
"bring about a unisex society." He argued that women in Russia
and China might be happy "as bricklayers, plumbers, hide carriers,
bulldozer operators, and so forth ... [but] American womanhood
is a better deal; they deserve to be loved and admired; they deserve
to be cuddled and coddled!" 29 At the conclusion of the shortest
debate in ERA's ten-year legislative history, the House quickly
passed ERA 84 to 3. 30
The Florida Senate was controlled by the conservative north
Florida "Pork Chop Gang." 31 Taking no action on ERA, Senate President Jerry Thomas declared the Florida Constitution prohibited
26

27

28

29
30
31

Cherry was a public school teacher (for 22 years), a writer, and an attorney. She
graduated from Florida A & M Law School in 1965. Cherry was elected from
Miami in 1970 and served until her untimely death from a one-car accident
in Tallahassee on February 7, 1979. Allen Morris, The Florida Handbook 20092010 (Tallahassee, FL: The Peninsular Publishing Company, 2009), 161-162.
Cherry's religious convictions formed the basis of her worldview and legislative
advocacy. She was one of the founders of Church of the Open Door. Gwen
Cherry interview with Dr. James Button. Samuel Proctor Oral History Program, Department of History, University of Florida, November 7, 1975, http:/ I
ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00005808/00001 (accessed March 15, 2013).
Florida House of Representatives, ERA Floor Debate, March 24, 1972, series
38, box 142, T267, tape 2, Florida State Archives, Tallahassee, Florida. See journal oftheHouseofR.epresentatives of Florida, March 23, 1972: 887, 892.
Smith was a conservative Christian, who enjoyed identification as "Florida's
Number One Male Chauvinist Pig," and wore a small gold pig pin. Smith eventually left the Legislature and became the director of the Conservative Union
and legislative coordinator for Florida's STOP ERA organization. "30 Women
March Against Equal Rights Amendment: Male Chauvinist Pig Advises," Sarasota Herald Tribune, April 3, 1973: 5B.
Florida House of Representatives, ERA Floor Debate, series 38, box 142, T267,
tape 2, March 24, 1972, Florida State Archives, Tallahassee, Florida.
Journal of the House of Representatives of Florida, March 24, 1972: 904-905.
Tampa Tribune Editor James Clendinen coined- the term "Pork Chop Gang"
for rural North Florida conservative legislative leaders who were "fighting for
pork, rather than principle." Morris, The Florida Handbook 2009-2010, 191.
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the Legislature from ratifying the proposed amendment to the
U.S. Constitution until after the following legislative election. 32
By the end of 1972, 22 of the 38 necessary states had ratified
ERA in nine months . In following years, Florida became a key
battleground state for ERA ratification. The gathering storm of
opposition to ERA expanded well beyond the remarks of a single legislator. Incubating an assortment of festering emotions on
opposing sides of the religiously influenced debate, the Florida
legislature became a cultural combat zone. Southern resentments
against ''Yankee imperialism," federalism in civil rights efforts, and
women's suffrage on one side, conflicted with enduring bitterness
about long-standing discrimination practices against blacks and
women on the other side. 33
United support for ERA completely evaporated in 1973. Developing political tactics that housewives could engage in, opposing
sides made phone calls, wrote letters and organized women. Mobilizing from churches and other organizations, women adorned in
red (opponents) and green (proponents) converged on the capitol. Never in Florida's history had a legislative issue sent so many
women to Tallahassee.
Governor Reubin Askew urged ERA ratification in the 1973
opening legislative session.34 He was one of Florida's most progressive governors, with a considerable leadership legacy. 35 Askew
had a strong religious ethic and advocated policies that fit within
his moral vision. Unlike many cuq~_ent politicians' policy views,
Askew's avid support for ERA did not alter through the years. 36
32

33
34
35
36

"Out of Luck on Women's Rights?" St. Petersburg Times, March 24, 1972: 16-B.
Article X , Section 1 of the 1968 Florida constitution stated: "The legislature
shall not take any action on any proposed amendment to the constitution of
the United States unless a majority of the members thereof have been elected
after the proposed amendment has b~n submitted for ratification." Later,
a federal court struck down the provision in January 1973; too late for the
Florida Senate to vote on ratification in the short window of opportunity when
the momentum seemed so favorable for successful passage in March 1972. See
Trombetta v. State of Florida, 339 F. Supp. 1359 (1972) . See Martin A. Dyckman,
Reubin O'D. Askew and the Golden Age of Florida Politics (Gainesville: University
Press of Florida, 2011) , 133; and D'Alemberte interview, April 19, 2011.
See Mathews and De Hart, Sex, Gender, and the Politics ofERA, for similarities in
the North Carolina experience.
Governor Reubin Askew, "Address to the 1973 Joint Legislative Opening Session," journal of the House of R.epresentatives of Florida, April 3, 1973: 8 .
For more on the extensive legacy of Governor Askew, see Dyckman, R.eubin
O'D. Askew.
Reubin O 'D . Askew interview with author, February 15 ,~ 2012. Askew's mother, Alberta Askew, influenced his n:.oral outlook and public policy positions.
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When the House of Representatives considered ERA, all
six female legislators supported the measure. Many legislators
evoked a religiously inspired image of "true womanhood" to justify opposition to ERA. For example, Rep. Ed Blackburn argued
women would lose God-given privileges and were "morally superior to men." Rep. Earl Hutto contended "From the earliest biblical times, woman has occupied a special place in our society. " He
argued ERA would "strike at the family unit," removing women
from the home: "God has given women a special role in our society of being a mother and of handling little children." Finally,
ERA opponent Rep. Ralph Haben said the majority of women are
"happy, satisfied, and pleased with their position here in the State
of Florida. "37
Rep. Elaine Gordon led supporters in the ERA effort and in
legislative debates. 38 She was divorced, working, raising three children and a passionate advocate for women's rights. Although not
overtly religious, Rep. Gordon said that Judaism informed her
feminist moral vision and advocacy on behalf of human rights. 39

37
38

-39

Divorced from Askew's father when he was two, she worked as a hotel housekeeper after getting no financial support because the judge knew Askew's
father. Reubin Askew selected the Presbyterian Church because of its theology,
and refused to drink or have alcohol in the Governor's mansion. See Dyckman, R.eubin O'D. Askew, 133.
Florida House of Representatives, ERA Debate, April 17, 1973, series 38, box
145, T329, tape 1, Florida State Archives, Tallahassee, Florida.
Gordon joined the women's movement because of job discrimination and
entered into politics to "become a part of a gigantic power structure and bring
about change from within." Elaine Gordon Speech, undated. Elaine Gordon
Papers, box 5, Special Collections, The Green Library, Florida International
University, Miami, Florida.
Gordon was active in the National Council of Jewish Women and the Jewish Women's Political Caucus. David Bittner, "House Speaker in November
Sees Change in Her Status as Woman," Jewish Floridian, May 4, 1984. In addition, Gordon explained "We Jews come from a culture where the woman is
a strong lead~r in the home and responsible for the problem-solving and
crisis management." She was "awakened to politics by Jewish feminist Betty
Friedan." Gordon 's research on accomplishments of Jewish women in history
were revelatory: "I discovered m yself, in the sense that I felt that my public
service, and particularly on human services, was a tradition-a heritage-a
reason d'etre--as aJewish woman. " Elaine Gordon Speech to National Council
ofJewish Women, Greater Miami Section, undated. Also, in an unda ted letter
to Archbishop McCarthy, Gordon wrote "I continue to draw strength from m y
strong Jewish faith which helps me in my struggle for the many socialjustice
issues that I have fought for over the years. As an elected representative and
as a community volunteer, I have practiced and lived by the tenets of my religion." Elaine Gordon Papers, boxes 1 and 5, Special Collections. In addition,
this is informed by Rep. Elaine Gordon 's conversations with the author, 1988
to 2000.
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Responding to opponents claims that ERA would destroy the traditional family and denigrate "true womanhood," Rep. Gordon listed
religious organizations supporting ERA, including the Ecumenical Task Force on Women and Religion, the National Coalition of
American Nuns, and the Women's Christian Temperance Union.
She insisted that the religious organizations would not, "advocate
destruction of the home and family .... "40
Opposing sides in the 1973 legislative debate quoted the Bible
as a source of moral authority. ERA proponent Rep. Eugene Tubbs
stated "When I vote for this amendment, I'll go home and I will
be proud to say to my wife, 'Entreat me not to leave thee, or to
return from following after thee, for whither thou goest, I goest;
and where thou lodgest, I will lodge; and thy people shall be my
people, and thy God my God;' and she will be free." 41 Opponent
Rep. Arthur H. Rude insisted the Bible established certain classifications. He claimed women were not allowed to hold leadership
positions in churches. Rep. Rude argued the Bible specified, "certain places a woman should be and certain places she should not
be." Rep. Rude complained "From here on out I would like to be
able to vote for motherhood bills and not personhood bills." 42
After lengthy arguments concerning equality, discrimination
and states' rights, Rep. Bob Hartnett, chair of the House Select
Committee on Equal Rights, noted that it was Holy Week. He said
Jewish people would celebrate Passover and quoted a portion of
the Jewish Passover Service, linking it to the need for ERA:
The struggle for freedom is a continuous struggle. For
never does man reach total liberty and opportunity. In
every age some new freedom is won and established, adding to the advancement of human happiness and security.
Yet each age uncovers a formerly unrecognized servitude,
requiring new liberations to set_man's soul free. In every
age the concept of freedom grows broader, widening the
horizons for finer and nobler living. Each generation is
duty bound to contribute to this growth, else mankind's
ideals become stagnant and stationary. 43

40
41
42
43

Florida House of Representatives, ERA Debate, April 17, 1973, series 38, box
145, T329, tape 1, Florida State Archives, Tallalrassee, Florida.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
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The ERA failed in the house, 54 to 64. 44 The Senate previously
defeated ERA in a legislative committee. 45 Just eight additional
states approved ERA in 1973, bringing the number of states ratifying the amendment to 30. 46
In 1974, swelling numbers of ERA opponents and proponents rented buses, chartered planes and filled Tallahassee hotel
rooms. Armed with information from national organizations, both
groups also focused attempts to generate religious support. For
example, local STOP ERA groups were created in churches as part
of expanded grassroots efforts. Opponents wore long dresses and
red aprons saying "STOP ERA" and delivered "home-baked" bread
labeled from the "Breadmaker to the Breadwinner" to each legislator. They also distributed apple pie along with jellies labeled
"Preserve Us from a Legislative Jam: Vote Against the ERA Sham." 47
Similarly, ERA proponents organized religious women's groups
within churches. Twenty-three pro-ERA organizations, including
religious groups, created an office to coordinate a major ratification effort called "ERA-74." 48 Proponents sent valentines to legislators, activated "Men for ERA" and organized a carnival in Broward
_County that included opponent legislator effigy piiiatas, a "Pin the
Tail on the Male Chauvinist Pig" game, and a "kissing booth" for
pro-ERA legislators. 49
Rival forces concentrated on legislators' religious affiliation
as a central str~tegy. Opponents identified churches attended by
legislators and influential church members to persuade legislators
to oppose ERA. Likewise, Rep. Gordon developed a list in 1974
that indicated legislators' "home addresses," "religion (religious
denominational affiliation)," and "position on the ERA." She used
44

45

46
47

48
49

Ibid. "Florida Rejects Ratification of Equal Rights Amendment," New York
Times, April 18, 1973: 32; "Woman Senator Continues ERA Fight," Sarasota
Journal, April 18, 1973.
_ Senator Lori Wi_lson said that there would not be an attempt to revive the resolution because "it would be a waste of calories." "House Rejects Equal Rights,"
Sarasota Herald Tribune, April 18, 1973: lA. See Nick Thimmesch, "The Sexual
Equality Amendment: Will Nine More States Approve?" New York Times, June
24, 1973: 222.
"The Sexes: The Start of an ERA?" Time,January 6, 1975.
Edna Tait to Legislators Committed to the Support of the ERA and to those
Seriously Considering such Support, · "Status Report of ERA-74," March 18,
1974, Women subject file, Florida Commission on the Status of Women, series
79, box 1, Florida State Archives, Tallahassee, Florida. See Mathews and De
Hart, Sex, Gender, and the Politics of ERA, 64-90.
Ibid.
Janet K. Boles, The Politics of the Equal Rights Amendment: Conflict and the Decision
Process (NewYork: Longman, 1979), 125.
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the list for strategic vote counting and legislative lobbying tactics
for several years. 50
Senate ERA sponsor Wilson, the lone female member of the
Senate, led the debate. 51 She eloquently argued in support of ending discrimination and promoting women's rights through ERA
ratification. Senator Wilson ended with a Bible quote: "To everything there is a season and a time for every purpose under the
heaven; a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to weep, and a
time to laugh; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak" (Ecclesiastes 3:1-7) .52 Another supporter, Senator Robert "Bob" Graham,
placed the struggle for equality in historical context. He explained
the first sentence in the U.S. Constitution and the Florida Constitution, "We the people," as an evolving concept in American society.
Senator Graham said the struggle for the 19th Amendment could
be repeated, or senators could 'join 200 years of American history
to move toward the phrase of 'we the people' as a total people of
respect and equality." 53
The previous year the military draft ended and the last American troops left Vietnam. However, America's involvement in war
remained a concern. ERA opponents argued that women belonged
50

51

52
53

Gordon's list indicated the legislator's name, position on the ERA (whether
they were a "yes," which meant "support ERA," "no," which meant "forget it,"
"?no," which meant "no, but will talk," or "?" which meant "wavering,") and
finally, their religious affiliation. Gordon believed in the importance of religious affiliation for each legislator's ERA -position. The list included Baptists,
Catholics, Methodists, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Jews, Lutherans, some
"miscellaneous affiliations," and a few "no affiliations." The list was kept in
a notebook and continually updated. "The Florida House of Representatives
& The Florida Senate [Annotated List of Members]," (1974), Elaine Gordon
Papers, box 9, Special Collections.
Wilson was a striking figure in the all male Senate; she wore white most of the
time, with her blonde tresses pulled back. Wilson (Cocoa Beach) was elected
in 1972 as an independent (spelled with_a small "i") no party legislator. She
married Gannett publisher Al Neuharth on December 31, 1973. Wilson did
not seek reelection in 1978. See also Allen Morris, The Florida Handbook, 20092010. For more on Wilson's fight for the ERA see Voss, "The Florida Fight for
Equality."
Florida Senate, ERA Debate, April 10, 1974, series 1238, box 1, tape 1, Florida
State Archives, Tallahassee, Florida.
Ibid. Graham was a member of the "Dog House Democrats," progressives from
South Florida who often challenged North Florida legislators. He later became
gusly supported ratification as governor. However, he changed his perspective
later. In 2005, responding to a question asking about the fate of ERA, Graham
said: "Florida is a socially and culturally conservative state." He indicated that
many anti-discrimination laws have passed "that have rendered the ERA a relatively moot point." Bob Graham interviewed by Mike Vasilinda, February 14,
2005, Legislative Research Center an9" Museum, Tallahassee, Florida.
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in the kitchen by divine rite rather than on the front lines of combat. For example, citing a religious conviction that women had
distinct roles as housewives, Senator W.D. Childers argued ERA
should not pass because women should not serve in the military.
Senator James Johnston said he prayed and remained troubled
about women in military service, indicating " ... the Christian religion ... is based on the family unit and the man being the head of
the household." He lamented "Take her off to combat, take her off
to fight for the country, and leave her husband at home to watch
the child which he probably could not do." 54
Supporters routinely used the Bible in debate. For example,
Senator Jack Gordon addressed the question of women serving
in the military by referring to "the Book of Judges ... the story of
Deborah, who was not only a judge but led her people in battle."
Senator Gordon noted that Deborah was also a married woman:
"There are very ample historical precedents from biblical days that
women, when necessary, served as defenders along with men." 55
Homosexuality, not equality, would define society, reasoned
Senator Childers. He contended ERA would lead to homosexual
marriages. Senator Childers read a court order from Hillsborough
County denying an application for marriage for two women and a
letter written by a psychiatrist about the prevalence of homosexuality if ERA passed. 56
Closing the_ debate, Senator Wilson said " ... we live under
one Providence, one God. The moral laws put forth, rule the fate
of nations; Providence is the spirit of what is right and what is
54
55

Ibid., tape 4.
Florida Senate, ERA Debate, April 10, 1974, series 1238, box 1, tape 3, Florida
State Archives, Tallahassee, Florida; Jack Gordon interview with Mike Vasilinda, October 10, 2002, Florida Legislative Research Center and Museum, Tallahassee, Florida. Gordon also said his Jewish faith affected his politics with the
- obligation to remember the "widow, the fatherless, and the poor."
56 Ibid. Senator Childers' closing remarks were calculated to persuade a few
undecided senators who held conservative religious worldviews. Uncommitted
senators were more concerned about homosexuality than the chance women
would enter combat or share bathrooms with men. Studies have shown that
legislative voting behavior on policy affecting homosexuals is shaped by religious affiliation, ideology, partisanship, and constituency preferences. Religious affiliation has been predictive on the issue because many denominations
have labeled homosexuality as "immoral and a threat to religious values." See
Donald P. Haider-Markel, "Morality in Congress? Legislative Voting on Gay
Issues," and Donley T. Studlar, "What Constitutes Morality Policy? A CrossNational Analysis," in The Public Clash of Private Values: The Politics of Morality
Policy, ed. Christopher Z. Mooney (New York: Seven Bridges Press, 2001), 43,
115-119.
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just-the Spirit which we all hope will one day govern our world."
She asked senators to search their consciences and vote for equal
rights. 57 The ERA narrowly failed 19 to 21. 58
The first year that ERA was considered in the House and the
Senate was 1975. 59 Opening the debate, Rep. Gordon based ERA
ratification on the moral necessity of ending discrimination and
promoting equality. Declaring that "51 percent of citizens" were
refused equality under the law, she reminded legislators that Florida never ratified the 19th Amendment. Rep. Gordon contended
there were over 100 statutes in need of revision in Florida because
of sex-based references. 60 Similarly, Rep. Cherry asked legislators
to support ERA and "bring black women into the mainstream of
society. " 61
Proponents also made a strong religious argument to attempt
to persuade undecided house members. Rep. Karen Coolman
offered an interpretation of Scripture that diverged from the
conservative fundamentalist construal of the Bible. 62 Waving the
Bible in the air, Rep. Coolman argued thatjesus broke oppressing
rules of his time by treating women with equality. After a lengthy
Scriptural elucidation, Rep. Coolman closed with a Bible quote:
'"But there is neither Greek nor Jew, there is neither bond nor

57

58

59

60
61
62

Senator Wilson's spiritual vision of America included a new future of hope and
equality for women. Florida Senate, ERA Debate, April 10, 1974, series 1238,
box 1, tape 6, Florida State Archives, Tallahassee, Florida.
journal of the Senate ofFlorida, April 10, 1974: 11, 13, 88, 101, 110. Since the Senate defeated ERA, it was not considered in the House of Representatives. Rep.
Gordon filed the resolution in addition to Rep. Gwen Cherry. Rep . Gordon
decided to work parallel to Rep. Cherry, collecting commitments to vote for
the resolution and developing strategies to ensure passage of the resolution.
Both sides engaged in lobbying, media garnering tactics and marches. Opponents connected ERA to gay rights, abortion and societal moral decay. Supporters linked ERA to equality, fairness, justice and expanded opportunities
for women. Louise Cook, "What Went Wrong on the Way to ERA Ratification,"
Laheland L edger, April 26, 1975: IA.
Florida House of Representatives, -ERA Debate, April 10, 1975, series 3, box
152, tape 1, Florida State Archives, Tallahassee, Florida.
Ibid.
Rep . Coolman, like Rep. Cherry, was prototypical of a religious woman who
was also a leader in feminist organiz4,.tions. She had been an early National
Organization for Women (NOW) organizer ands erved on the National Board
of Directors in 1972. Coolman ran for the legislature because of a male legislator's challenge that, "no one like you could ever get elected." Elected in 1974,
she was the first woman from Broward County to serve in the House. Karen
Coolman Amlong, "Attorney Profiles: Karen Coolman Amlong," http :/ / www.
theamlongfirm.com / Bio/ KarenAmlong.asp (accessed November 16, 2014).
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Senator Lori Wilson after the ERA defeat in the Senate. Courtesy of State Archives
of Florida, photo by Donn Dughi.
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free, there is neither male -nor female, for you are all one in Jesus
Christ.'" 63
Reacting angrily to Rep. Coolman's Bible history and interpretation, ERA opponent Rep. Chester Clem proclaimed "We did not
come here tonight to be preached to, and frankly, as an attorney
and as a legislator, [I who] have stood fo r women 's rights, rather
resent that." 64 Harkening back to arguments against women's suffrage, several opponents referred to maintaining the elevated status of women. For example, Rep. Ed Blackburn said "I think that
women are better than men and I don't think the constitutional
amendment will change it." Moreover, the first woman legislator
to oppose ERA, Rep. Nancy Harrington, indicated she wanted to
keep her privileged status as a woman. Also, Rep. George Grosse
proclaimed that he placed his wife upon a pedestal and did not
want her "down on a level with me." He was worried that churches would be compelled to allow female appointments as preachers, deacons, and priests, by "a forced judicial ruling. " 65 After the
debate, ERA passed the House 61 to 58. 66
Senator Dempsey Barron, who was given credit for ERA's ultimate defeat, presided over the Senate's consideration of the resolution. 67 Supporters used moral and religious rhetoric to argue for
ERA. For example, ERA supporter SenatorJack Gordon used Scripture and Anlerican history and argued ERA was another freedom
movement. 68 Senator Graham insisted ERA was a moral imperative
that should be placed in the constitution stating, "no state nor the
63
64
65
66
67

68

Florida House of Representatives, ERA Debate, April 10, 1975, series 3, box
152, tape 2 , Florida State Archives, Tallahassee, Florida.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Journal of the House of Representatives ofFlorida, (April 10, 1975): 108-109.
Dempsey Barron (Panama City) was a conservative Democratic power broker
who held many populist views, but opposed ratification. He began a 32-year
legislative career in 1956 in the Florida Hoose of Representatives. In 1960 Barron was elected to the Florida Senate where he served as Senate president
from 1975-1976, and held office until his defeat in 1988. For more than two
decades, Barron controlled the Senate and determined leadership positions.
Years later Barron indicated that he regretted opposition to the ERA. See
Dyckman, Reubin O'D. Askew, 292 and Lori Wilson interviewed by Mike Vasilinda, October 1, 2003, Florida Legislative Research Center and Museum, Tallahassee, Florida. See also Craig Basse andLucy Morgan "Barron Dead at 79 ,"
St. Petersburg Times, July 8, 2001.
Florida Senate, ERA Debate, April 25, 1975, series 1238, box 10, tape 1, Florida
State Archives, Tallahassee, Florida. Senator Gordon discussed the evolution
of civil rights from the colonial era. He highlighted Old Testament stories of
women receiving equality.
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United States Congress shall have the legal power to discriminate
because of sex. "69
Opponents listed social concerns about moral decay, the
demise of traditional families and expansion of gay rights. Senator
Pat Thomas said that he opposed ERA because it would exacerbate
societal moral decay and expansion of government. 70 Senator Lew
Brantley argued ERA would negatively change the traditional family and cultural norms. He contended "Allowing the woman to keep
her maiden name will result in the breakup of the family unit and
what will the children be called?" 71 Senator Childers said he shared
fears with church groups about the future. Senator Childers said
the Gay Liberation Movement was fervently supporting ERA and
the U.S. Supreme Court would likely approve homosexual marriage and adoption of children if ERA passed.72
Senator Wilson said religion was a recurring theme in threefourths of the mail she received in opposition to ERA. She declared
that ERA would not interfere with rights of religious congregations
or religious freedom. Identifying herself as "a somewhat nebulous
descendent of the Scarlet O'Hara's of the world,'' Senator Wilson
told the history of the Florida Senate's failure to ratify the 19th
Amendment, drawing parallels to the ERA debate. 73 The resolution
failed 17 to 21. 74
69
70
71
72
73

Ibid.
Ibid., tape 3.
Ibid., tape 4.
Ibid., tape 3.
Ibid., tape 4. During the long debate, Wilson held up a stack of preprinted
opposition postcards, speculating that they were "probably in the vestibule as
people were leaving the church service ." She read the message on the cards,
- which stated:
Dear Senator Wilson: Please be reminded the Bible teaches
that all elected government officials are God's appointed servants through our ballot. God's word is very specific about
the difference He has made between the sexes not because of
discrimination but because of the part each sex shared in the
Garden of Eden. As my elected representative and as God's
appointed servant, I appeal to you to vote against the Equal
Rights Amendment.
74 Journal of the Senate of Florida, April 25, 1975: 161. Virginia Ellis, "Senate Kills
ERA," St. Petersburg Times, April 26, 1975: l-2B and "Cheers, Tears Mark Rejection of ERA," Daytona Beach Morning]ournal, April 26, 1975: 2. Florida became
the tenth state to defeat ERA in 1975. An eleventh state killed the ratification
by a parliamentary ruling. Supporters of ERA said that the amendment faced
its toughest challenges in the South and Midwest where tradition and fundamentalist religious views on a woman's role conflicted with the idea of equality
in all areas of life. "Rights Amendment Rejected by Florida Senate Second
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The ERA did not receive a hearing in the House or the Senate
in 1976. Nevertheless, both proponents and opponents intensified
lobbying and media strategies. ERA proponents shifted their tactics. "Many, many more of our members will be baking biscuits than
burning bras," said Senator Wilson as she announced the creation
of a new national "family organization" to promote ERA called
"People Power." Senator Wilson said new methods were needed
in the 15 states yet to ratify ERA: "Homemakers have felt left out
of the women's movement; so have most husbands and fathers." 75
Supporters also litigated against discrimination, case-by-case. 76
The following year was a game changer. Pro-ERA forces created the Religious Committee for ERA. Building support for ERA
ratification, they nurtured an active coalition of religious women,
including homemakers. 77 Despite ERA proponents' success mobilizing and raising the political consciousness of religious women,
when ERA opponents were galvanized, they joined a larger social
movement by tapping into traditional cultural assumptions about
gender. By 1977, reaction against feminism, abortion, and gay
rights was an "ideologically powered, strategically organized, and
well-financed political movement." 78 Opposing views on gender
roles and the family became the focal point for a "rightward turn
in American politics." 79
On April 13, 1977, the Senate held a four-hour blistering debate on ERA. 8 ° Former pro-ERA legislators decried press
reports casting aspersions on why th~y changed their votes. For
example, Senator Ralph Poston said he switched his vote because
of "principle." Senator Poston insisted female ERA opponents
were mainly homemakers who felt privileged to be supported by

75
76

77
78
79

80

Time," New York Times, April 26, 1975: 16 and Cook, ''What Went Wrong on the
Way to ERA Ratification," lA.
_
"Biscuit-Bakers Now Target," Lakeland Ledger, November 16, 1977: 4A.
Robert D. Shaw, "ERA Dead In Florida Until 1977?" St. Petersburg Times, November 8, 1975: 13B; Mary Ann Lindley, ~'NOW Works on Compromises," The Palm
Beach Post, May 9, 1976: B9; "Lawmakers Still Battle Askew," Ocala Star Banner, December 10, 1976: 8; and "Equal Rights: Why the Amendment Appears
Doomed," U.S. News & World Report, March 28, 1977: 53.
The "Religious Committee for the ERA" consisted of many mainline Protestant, Catholic, andJewish religiovs organizations.~
Nancy L. Cohen, Delirium: How the Sexual Counterrevolution is Polarizing America
(Berkeley, CA: Counterpoint Press, 2012), 3.
Marjorie J. Spruill, "Gender and America's Right Turn," in Rightward Bound:
Making America Conservative in the 1970s, eds. Bruce]. Schulman andJulian E.
Zelizer (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2008), 71.
Editorial, "ERA in Florida," TheWashin$lonPost,April 18, 1977:Al8.
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their husbands, whereas proponents were mostly career women.81 Senate President-designate Phil Lewis also said he changed
his vote "based on principle." 82 Senator Alan Trask changed his
vote because, while campaigning, he had a conversation with two
female ERA supporters who wanted to marry each other. Trask
read Bible verses from Leviticus condemning homosexuality to
support opposition to ERA and asserted "We must never pass a
law that is contrary to the teachings of God." 83 Finally, staunch
opponent Senator Barron argued that states' rights would be
usurped, homosexual rights expanded and societal moral decay
exacerbated if ERA passed. 84
Supporters argued that ERA would stop discrimination against
women. Senator Betty Castor maintained that "in spite of the Equal
Pay Act of 1973 and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act," existing laws
were not "doing the job" of preventing discrimination. 85 Senator
Wilson _explained "The good old boys in Southern politics refused
to give up their slaves ... [or] approve the 19th Amendment, granting women the right to vote ... fought the 1964 Civil Rights Act ...
until the rest of this nation fought them in the courtrooms, and on
th_e streets, and at the polls ... with legal power, and ... PEOPLE
POWER. "86 Senator Wilson proclaimed that senators had a choice
between two turns on the road before them: "We can take the same

81
82
83

84

85

86

Myra MacPherson, "Florida Senate Rejects Equal Rights Amendment in 21-19
Vote; Cloudy Future Seen," Washington Post, April 14, 1977: Al.
Ibid. See also, ERA Debate, Florida Senate, Office of the Secretary of the Senate, April 13, 1977, s 625, B817-10, tape l.
Roger M. Williams, "Women Against Women: The Clamor Over Equal Rights,"
The Saturday Review, 4 Qune 25, 1977): 46; Florida Senate, ERA Debate, April
13, 1977, section 625, box 817-10, tape 1, Florida State Archives, Tallahassee, Florida. Also see "Senator Switches to Vote No on ERA," The Miami News,
March 17, 1977: IA. Previously, Trask had voted in favor of the ERA twice when
the Senate considered it in 1974 and 1975.
Senator Barron generated hisses from proponents in the gallery. They were
angry that he stated "Women don't need anymore help" because "they have
50 percent of the wealth and 100 percent of the 'other thing' men need."
MacPherson, "Florida Senate Rejects Equal Rights Amendment in 21-19 Vote,"
Al; Ronald Wray Boyd, "The Up-and-Down Life of the ERA," St. Petersburg
Times, October 17, 1979: Dl; and Journal of the Florida Senate, April 13, 1977:
143-145.
Senator Castor said that 38.5 million women in the labor force were single,
separated, divorced, widowed, or had spouses who were in low-paying jobs.
Florida Senate, ERA Debate, April 13, 1977, series 625, box 817-10, tape 1,
Florida State Archives, Tallahassee, Florida.
·journal of the Florida Senate, April 13, 1977: 145-146; and Williams, "Women
Against Women," 46.
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old southern pig trail, which leads to nowhere," or "our good old
boys in the South can grow up to be men." 87
The resolution was defeated 21 to 19, so the House of Representatives did not take up ERA. 88 After the vote, national ERA
proponent Betty Friedan threatened Senator Barron with a convention boycott. Barron replied "that doesn't bother me. We got
oceans, white sand, orange juice, and Anita Bryant, and that's
enough for me." 89
The Legislature did not take up ERA during the 1978 legislative session, although the resolutions were filed in the House
and Senate . Governor Askew's last opening day legislative address
indicated the Constitution Revision Commission would submit
proposals directly to the people. 90 In fact, attorney D'Alemberte
presided over 36 members of the Constitution Revision Commission, which presented eight proposed constitutional amendments
to the people, 91 including a "Little ERA." 92 However, on November
7, 1978, the voters defeated all the proposed constitutional amendments. D'Alemberte said: "I think the whole scare campaign about
homosexuals has been a lot more effective than I thought it would
be." Indeed, when asked what caused defeat of the "Little ERA"
amendment, chief ERA opponent Shirley Spellerberg stated gleefully "It was God and the grassroots!" 93 As proponents feared, opponents used the vote as a "straw ballot" to argue Floridians opposed

87
88
89

90
91

92

93

Ibid. See "The Sexes: The Unmaking of an Amendment," Time (Monday, April
25, 1977).
Journal of the Florida Senate, April 13, 1977: 146.
Ibid. "The Sex es: The Unmaking of an Amendment"; and "ERA Costing
Miami Convention Money," The Miami News, December 27, 1977: 5A. See also
''Women Urge Boycotts for Anti-ERA States," The Sumter Daily Item, December
26, 1977: 7A.
journal of the Florida House of Representf!_
tives,
April 4, 1978: 12.
Every 20 years an appointed Constitution Revision Commission reviewed the
Florida Constitution and made recommendations for amendments. For 15
months the Commission held public meetings throughout the state, debated
over 800 ideas, and made 87 proposals that were thoroughly debated. Billy
Buzzett and Steven]. Uhlfelder, "Constitution Revision Commission: A Retrospective and Prospective Sketch," Florida Bar journal7l , no. 4 (April 1997): 22.
The 87 proposed changes included 47 substantive and 40 procedural changes .
"State Constitution Panel Adopts ' Little ERA' Plan," Lakeland Ledger, December 9, 1977: IA; Ruth L. Cokel, "One Small Word: Sexual Equality Through
the State Constitution," Florida State University Law Review 6 (1978): 52; and
Joseph W. Little, "The Need to Revise the Florida Constitutional Revision
Commission," Florida Law Review 52 (2000) : 483.
Faye S.Joyce, "The Scare and the Vote Shouldn' t Sink the ERA," St. Petersburg
Times, November 11 , 1978: 18A.
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ERA. 94 Political observers believed Governor Askew's campaign
against casinos that year resulted in the defeat of all amendments. 95
Rep. Curt Kiser joked that "even if the Ten Commandments were
on the ballot they would have ~een defeated." 96
ERA appeared to be dead again in 1979, however, Rep. Elaine
Gordon caught opponents completely off guard with a sneaky parliamentary maneuver. She surprised legislators by helping make
ERA an amendment to Senate Bill 267 on Human Rights. Rep.
Gordon argued that supporting an ERA amendment to the bill was
a way to express legislative support for ERA ratification. 97 Expressing surprise, ERA opponent Rep. Ralph Haben said: "That was
slicker than greased owl spit!" Senate Bill 267 passed with the ERA
amendment 64 to 52.98
On the Senate side, Senator Jack Gordon briefly supported
ERA and thanked the Senate leadership for allowing a debate. As
proponents feared, Senator Barron called the previous constitutional proposal a "test vote on the ERA," that was rejected by the
people of Florida. Senator Barron warned that the federal government would encroach on states' rights if ERA passed. 99 The bill with
ERA attached narrowly failed in the Senate 19 to 21. Senate President Lewis said "Some of the ladies who were strongly for it came
to me afterwards and thanked me for letting it go to the floor. . .. "100
The ERA was not considered in 1980 and 1981. Just before the
November presidential election, the Moral Majority spent at least
$25,000 on ads with unflattering photos of gays, claiming "Militant
homosexuals support ERA." 101 Many newly registered Religious
94

Paul Tash, "Constitution Revision Proposals Fail; Republicans Sweep Pinellas
Races," St. Petersburg Times, November 8, 1978: lB. Amendment 2 was defeated
1,002,479 (accept) to 1,326,497 (reject).
95 Buzzett and Uhlfelder, "Constitution Revision Commission," 22 .
96 Tash, "Constitution Revision Proposals Fail,. "lB However, tha t year the U.S.
Congress passed a three-year extension for the ERA deadline, from March 22 ,
1979 to June 30, 1982.
97 Ibid.
98 Florida House of Representatives, ERA Debate, May 17, 1979, tape 1, Florida
State Archives, Tallahassee, Florida and journal of the House of Representatives,
May 17, 1979: 591-592.
99 Florida Senate, ERA Debate, May 24, 1979, tape 4, series 1238, box 51 , Florida
State Archives, Tallahassee, Florida.
100 journal of the Senate (May 24, 1979): 551-552; Senator Phillip D. Lewis Interview
with Mike Vasilinda, October 10, 2001 , Florida Legislative Research Ce nter
and Museum, Tallahassee, Florida.
101 "ERA Ads Spur Charges From Proponents," The Tekgraph-H
ald,
er
November 2,
1980: 20. See William R. Amlong, "Equal Rights Amendment Issue," The M iami
Herald, August 10, 1980: 4.
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Right voters elected ERA opponents. 102 ERA proponents lost two
senators and four house members, while one ERA opponent in the
Senate was defeated. 103
The final deadline for ratification was June 23, 1982. Over
5,000 ERA supporters marched up Highway 27 leading directly to
the capitol building, wearing suffrage colors of white, purple, and
gold. Governor Bob Graham and his wife, Adele, led the march
that included women, men, children, dogs and horses. 104 Thousands of women traveling in groups were jamming hallways and
crowding elevators. National news media parked large trucks with
satellite dishes and vans in the capitol courtyard, making it resemble a carnival lot.
ERA supporters organized a public relations campaign by "people offaith." 105 Part of this effort included a press conference held
by "Religious Committee for the ERA" national coordinator Rev.
Delores Moss and Sister Maureen Fielder of Catholic Sisters for the
ERA. They announced broad religious support for ratification. 106
After the regular legislative session, Governor Graham called
a special legislative session to address ERA. The long House
debate was colored with religious rhetoric, repeating earlier arguments about equality, discrimination, abortion and homosexuality.
102 Several religious groups like the Moral Majority and Religious Roundtable
were part of the new Religious Right, which supported Ronald Reagan for
president in 1980. The Republican Party included conservative religious issues
in the party platform, featured key religious leaders at the national convention and engaged religious groups in political activities . David Domke and
Kevin Coe, The God Strategy: How Religion Became a Political Weapon in America
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2008), 103. Nancy Cohen maintains that
anti-ERA "sexual fundamentalists" infiltrated the Republican Party and were
critical to electing Ronald Reagan as president in 1980. She traces a direct line
from the ERA sexual counterrevolutionaries to modern day polarized politics.
See Cohen, Delirium and "Can the GOP Heal Its ERA Scars?" U.S. News & World
Report, July 21, 1980: 8.
103 Carver, "The Equal Rights Amendment and the Florida Legislature," 475. Mormon Republican "housewife from Maitland," Paula Hawkins, was the first (and
only) woman elected to the U.S. Senate in Florida.
104 Stephen K Doig and Patrick Riordan, "ERA Supporters Rally in Florida, 3
Other States," The Miami Herald, June 7, 1982: lA.
105 The Florida Council of Churches launched a massive outreach to members.
Florida Impact, an organization that represented mainline Protestant and Jewish groups, coordinated extensive lobbying efforts. Karen Woodall, "People of
Faith Support the ERA," June 14, 1982; Elaine Gordon Papers, box 5, Special
Collections.
106 Rev. Moss argued against a "great misconception .. . that the majority of religious people do not believe in equal rights for women, or they believe in equal
rights but not the ERA." See "ERA Battle Takes a Religious Twist," The Miami
News,January. 21, 1982: llA.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol94/iss1/1

30

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 94, Number 1

RELIGION AND WOMEN'S RIGHTS IN FLORIDA

27

Rep. Elaine Gordon asks homemakers to "come out of the kitchen" and support
ERA. (NOW President Eleanor Smeal is on the right.) Courtesy of State Archives of
Florida, photo by Donn Dughi.

Starting the last debate, Rep. Tom Bush offered an amendment to
include "unborn children from the time of conception" in the ERA
definition of "persons." After some discussion, the amendment was
ruled not germane to the resolution. 107
Supporters argued the need for women's equality and the end
of discrimination . For example, Rep. Sam Bell claimed voting for
ERA was to stand for equality; whereas voting against ERA was to
stand for inequality. 108 Former actress, model, and cover girl, Rep .
Helen Gordon Davis gave a rendition of the speech .former slave
Sojourner Truth presented at the first women's rights convention
in 1848, entitled "Ain't I a Woman?" Rep . Davis portrayed Truth's
sad words of being discriminated against as a black person and a
woman: "That man in the back there says that women can't have
the same rights as men, because Christ was not a woman." Rep.
107 Rep . Bush argued that equality of rights should include the right of an unborn
child to be born: "Who are we, killing a million and a half unborn children
every year?" Florida House of Representatives, ERA Debate, June 21, 1982,
Special Session "H," tape 1, series 38, box 72, 10884-A, Florida State Archives,
Tallahassee, Florida.
108 Ibid.
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House Speaker Ralph Haben with Reps. Elaine Gordon, Sam Bell, Tom Bush &
Bill Sadowski discussing an amendment to the ERA. Courtesy of State Archives of
Florida, photo by Donn Dughi.

Davis exclaimed: "Well where did your Christ come from? From
God and a woman!" 109
Rep. Eleanor Weinstock ridiculed the "parade of horribles"
listed by ERA opponents as "far fetched" including "foolishness
like coed toilets, homosexual marriages, women in the trenches
and forced labor." Addressing the idea of womanhood, Rep. Weinstock maintained that women were proud of their unique role as
women, "but that role deserves and demands recognition in the
Constitution." 110 Likewise, ERA proponent Rep. Marilyn EvansJones, a Republican who previously served as a lobbyist for United
Methodist Women, proclaimed that of the 120 House members,
13 were women, and ten favored ERA; in addition, three of four
female senators favored ERA. Responding to male opponents insisting women should be "kept on their pedestals," Rep. Evans-Jones
declared, "Only statues should be on pedestals." She said "Those of
us who are Christians believe that woman was taken from the rib of

109 Ibid.
110 Ibid.
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man . . . to be equal to him, and near the heart, so that we can love
one another." 111
ERA opponent Rep. Bush argued the resolution would destroy
families and encourage homosexuality. He declared that "being a
housewife is a legitimate profession." Rep. Bush also warned that
ERA would "create homosexuality as an alternative lifestyle," and
asked "Do we want to_ give to the gay community the right to adopt
children?" 112 In addition, Rep. Robert "Bob" Melby argued that
ERA was a likely to be broadly interpreted by the same federal judges that liberally interpreted cases on integration and abortion. 113
Finally, Rep. Elaine Gordon closed the last house debate by
maintaining that America's political system was based on "the right
of the people to make and to alter their constitutions of government." Describing how Germany and Japan were required to place
ERA in their post-World War II constitutions, she argued it was time
to update the U.S. Constitution, concluding "On this upcoming
Independence Day celebration, let us not have to say: 'Let freedom
ring over all our brothers, sweet land of liberty, for others. "' 114 After
Rep. Gordon's passionate closing speech, the ERA passed 60 to 58. 11 5
The Senate debate also reflected previous arguments dealing
with religious notions of patriarchy, immorality and equality that
took place over the course of the ERA's history. ERA supporters
Senators Gwen Margolis, Mary Grizzle andjoe Gersten asked senators, respectively, to "not think you are superior to women," or "vote
for constitutional protection for women," and not allow ERA opposition to become "a cause celebre of the New Right." 116 Senator
111
112
113
114
115

Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid., tape 2.
Journal of the House of Representatives, Special Session "H," June 21, 1982. The
vote listed above is the actual vote. After the roll call 61 yeas and 58 nays were
registered. Rep. Gordon told the press: "I had three heart attacks." The first
was the unexpected arrival of ERA opponent Rep. Frank Williams, who had
been traveling in Europe and was expected to be absent. The second was the
unsuccessful attempt by Rep. Bush to amend an anti-abortion section onto the
ERA. Rep. Gordon said the third scare was the actual house vote in favor of the
ERA, which was by exactly the number of votes she had forecast, yet by slightly
different legislators. Patrick Riordan, "Florida Senate Dashes Hopes for Adding ERA to Constitution," St. Petersburg Times, June 22, 1982: IA. Rep. Gordon
was particularly grateful for the unexpected favorable vote for the ERA by Rep.
Jim Watt CR-Miami). Rep. Elaine Gordon conversation with the author, circa
1989.
il6 Florida Senate, ERA Debate, June 21 , 1982, tapes 3 and 4, series 1238, box 74,
Florida State Archives, Tallahassee, Florida.
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Jack Gordon said regardless of the current vote, the march toward
equality would continue in history, since "the essence of family life
is equality." Comparing the issue-by-issue approach to ending discrimination rather than adopting the ERA, Senator Gordon said,
was "like trying to abolish slavery, plantation by plantation." 117
Opponents abandoned the "women should be kept on a
pedestal" assertion . They linked ERA passage to gay rights, championed equality without ERA and defended states' rights . For
example, Senator Toni Jennings opposed ERA but indicated "I
feel very strongly about working for equal opportunity, for equal
pay, for all of the 'equalities' that people do not enjoy." 118 Senator
Alan Trask argued against ERA saying that it would legalize homosexuality, which was "against God's plan." 119 Finally, principal ERA
opponent Senator Barron declared that current Florida laws provided necessary equality for women. He contended the federal
government was granted limited powers and all other powers
were granted to states. Senator Barron said the broadly worded
ERA would "transfer 70 percent of the powers of the states back to
the federal government." 120 On the final senate vote, ERA failed
16 to 21. 121
Florida was the last hope of proponents who needed three
states to ratify ERA. It was defeated by just six votes. However,
opposing sides agreed that 1982 was a critical year for advancing
women's concerns in other legislation, despite the ERA defeat.
The "Parade of Horribles" Comes to Pass : ERA Themes in
Contemporary Florida Politics
More than three decades have passed since the defeat of ERA.
Anti-ERA forces argued that the "parade of horribles," which
included unisex bathrooms, women in combat, gay adoption, abortion and same-sex marriage, wou1d lead to societal moral decay. Yet,
conservatives who still oppose these issues now govern the state.
Florida's political geography has shifted, granting two Democratic
117 Ibid. , tapes 1 and 5.
118 Ibid., tape 3 . Senator Jennings is the sole person to have served two terms as
Florida Senate President.Jennings also served asJeb Bush's Lt. Governor from
2003 to 2006. She was adored by Senator Barron and the "Good Old Boys"
from North Florida and often accompanied them on their hunting trips.
119 Ibid.
120 Ibid., tape 5 .
121 Ibid., tape 5.Journal of the Senate, June 21, 1982: 14-15 . See also Riordan, "Florida Senate Dashes Hopes fc~r Adding ERA to Constitution," IA.
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presidential wins (two eight-year terms), yet giving Republicans a
foothold in state leadership. 122 Recently, Florida voters reelected
Republican Governor Rick Scott. On January 6, 2015, Scott was
inaugurated in front of the Old Capitol, while at the back of the
building, gay couples wed on the first day same-sex marriage was
legal in Florida. 123 This bizarre scenario represents the continued
public policy polarization over social policy, exacerbated by religion, which still exists in Florida. In fact, religiously influenced
themes from the ERA conflict concerning womanhood, family, and
states' rights continue to appear in Florida's contemporary public
policy arena.
Specifically, womanhood and family issues have been part of
several cultural shifts since the ERA battle. For example, more than
71 percent of all mothers work outside the home, up from 41 percent in 1972. 124 Although more women are in the workforce, the
wage gap persists.125 In 1981, Rep. Elaine Gordon argued that ERA
opposition was economic: "Women are a nice, cheap labor pool . ..
they are paid 59 cents for every dollar paid a man." 126 Progress has
122 The Governor and three Cabinet members are Republicans in 2015. The
House of Representatives has 81 Republicans (15 women) and 38 Democrats
(12 women), while the Florida State Senate has 27 Republicans (6 women)
and 14 Democrats (6 women). The state is also becoming more diverse. Central Florida has shifted with the influx of Democratic Hispanics. Republican
gains exist in southwestern Florida counties, on the I-4 corridor, and in Northeast Florida-and offset Democratic gains in urban areas. Steve Schale, "Early
Primer on Florida 2016," January 26, 2015 , http: / / steveschale.com (accessed
February 4, 2015).
123 Couples were also wed across the street at the courthouse. Matt Dixon,
"Gay Marriage Provides an Unexpected Backdrop to Scott's Inauguration,"
Political Fix Florida, January 6, 2015, http: / / politicalfixflorida.dev.wordpress.
ewscloud. com/ 2015 I 01 I 06 I gay-marriage-provides-unexpected-backdropto-scotts-inauguration/ (accessed February 6, 2015); and Gary Fineout and
Brendan Farrington, "Gov. Rick Scott Sworn In For Second Term, The Daytona Beach News Journal, January 6, 2015, http:/ / m.newsjournalonline .com/
article/ 20150106/ WIRE/ 150109690/ 0/ NEWS?Title=Gov-Rick-Scott-sworn-infor-2nd-term- (accessed February 4, 2015).
124 D'Vera Cohn and Andrea Caumont, "Seven Key Findings about Stay-At-Home
Mothers," Pew Research Center, April 8, 2014, http: / / www.pewresearch.org/
fac t-tank/ 2014/ 04/ 08 / 7-key-findings-abou t-s tay-at-home-moms/
(accessed
February 9, 2015). See also Nancy E. McGlen and Karen O'Connor, "Attitudes Toward Women in the Workplace," in The 1970s, ed. Mark Schmidt (San
Diego, CA: Greenhaven Press, Inc., 2000), 267-277. They use data from the
U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Perspectives on Working
Women,June, 1980: 4.
125 "Women in the Labor Force: A Databook," BLS Reports, U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics, December 2014, http: / / www.bls.goy/ opub/ reports/ cps/ women-inthe-labor-force-a-databook-2014.pdf (accessed February 12, 2015).
126 "New ERA Appeals Issued," Sarasota Herald-Tribune, December. 1, 1981: 4D.
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been made, although in contemporary Florida, women earn about
83 cents for every dollar that men earn. 127 Moreover, women's entry
into the workforce has not varied much by religiosity or religious
tradition. Both women who attended church and did not attend
church entered the workforce-from 1973 to 2008-in increasing
numbers at about the same rate. 128
In addition, attitudes toward gender roles in the family have
changed. In a 35-year review of religious and social trends, Robert
D. Putnam and David E. Campbell in American Grace: How Religi,on
Divides Us and Unites Us (2010) note, "deeply religious Americans
are less traditionalist in their views about gender roles than their
secular counterparts had been a generation earlier." For more than
four decades, religious women have been progressive towards gender equality but conservative about the sexual revolution. 129
Since ERA failed in 1982, why would the "parade of horribles" march forward in contemporary Florida? Attitudes toward
the issues are changing. For example, from the 1970s to the early
127 The national average is 82 cents-per-dollar. "Women's Earnings in Florida-2013," Bureau of Labor Statistics, February 12, 2015, http :/ / www.bls .
gov I regions / sou the as t/ news-release / 2015 I pdf/ womensearnings_florida_20150212.pdf (accessed February 13, 2015) . Additionally, in many occupations women earn less than men. See "The Gender Wage Gap: 2013," Fact
Sheet, Institute for Women's Policy Research, September 2014, http: / / www.
iwpr.org/ publications/ pubs/ the-gender-wage-gap-2013-differences-by-raceand-ethnicity-no-growth-in-real-wages-for-women (accessed February 9, 2015).
According to a recent poll, 84% of women indicate that men are paid more for
similar work, and four in ten women said they have had personal experience
with gender discrimination. Colleen McCain Nelson, "Poll: Most Women See
Bias in the Workplace," The Wall Street journal, April 12, 2013.
128 Robert D. Putnam and David E. Campbell, American Grace: How Religion Divides
Us and Unites Us (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2010), 237-239. Using data
from the General Social Survey, Putnam and Campbell analyzed women who
attended church and never attended church as a measure of religiosity. Participation in the workforce by highly religious women rose from approximately 40
percent in 1973 to 56 percent in 2008, while workforce participation for nonreligious women rose from approximately 41 percent to 60 percent. Women
moving into the workforce from major religious traditions followed the same
trajectory of 40-45 percent in the early 1970s to 55-60 percent in the 2000s .
Putnam and Campbell concluded: "Religious tenets and religious institutions
seem to have had virtually no braking effect on the movement of women
toward greater participation in the economic life of the country."
129 Ibid. The Bureau of Labor Statistics' report on time use indicates that while
working outside the home, women spent three times as much time on household work than men per week. On an average day, 19 percent of men performed housework- such as cleaning or doing laundry- compared to 49 percent
of women. See American Time Use Survey - 2013, B.u reau of Labor Statistics,
June 18, 2014, http: / / www.bls.gov/ news .release/ atus.nrO.htm (accessed February 2, 2015). -
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1990s, public attitudes toward gay relationships generally remained
the same. According to one analysis, around 70 percent believed
homosexual relationships were "always wrong." Since the 1990s,
greater acceptance of homosexuals has resulted in gay marriage
acceptance, especially among younger generations. 130 Today, same
sex marriage is supported by 57 percent of Americans while 39 percent are opposed. Religious groups are divided. Over 83 percent
of Jewish, 62 percent of mainline Protestants, 58 percent of white
Catholics, and 56 percent of Hispanic Catholics support gay marriage, while 70 percent of white evangelical Protestants and 59 percent of black Protestants oppose same-sex marriage. 131
Four other concerns expressed by anti-ERA forces are present
realities in contemporary culture. First, unisex bathrooms are standard features in buildings and airplanes. Also, several of Florida's
public universities have unisex bathrooms. 132 Second, many modern women have chosen to join the military and recent guidelines
authorize front-line combat duty beginning in 2016. 133 The public
broadly supports the military's decision allowing women to serve
in combat. 134 Third, courts have ruled in favor of gay adoption,
130 Derek Thompson, "The Rise of Gay Marriage and the Decline of Straight Marriage: Where's the Link?" The Atlantic, April 4, 2013, http: / / www.theatlantic.
com/ business/ archive / 2013 I 04/ the-rise-of-gay-marriage-and-the-decline-ofstraight-marriage-wheres-the-link/ 274665 / (accessed February 11 , 2015).
131 "Support for Same-Sex Marriage at Record High, but Key Segments Remain
Opposed," Pew Research Center, June 8, 2015, http: / / www.people-press.
org/ 2015 I 06 I 08 su pport-for-same-sex-marriage-at-record-high-but-key-segments-remain-opposed/ (accessedJune 27, 2015). The report indicates that a
crucial part of shifting perspectives is younger Americans ' strong support for
gay rights: "Younger generations have long been more accepting of homosexuality and of same-sex marriage than older generations, and as Millennials (who
are currently ages 18-34) have entered adulthood, those views have influenced
overall public opinion." Almost three-quarters ofMillennials (73 % ) favor legal
recognition, with 45% saying they strongly favor it.
132 Rebeca Piccardo, "LGBT Students Praise FIU for Readying Campus' First
Gender neutral Bathroom," Miami Herald, December 4, 2014, http: / / www.
miamiherald.com/ news/ local/ community I gay-south-florida/ article4275 l 98.
html, (accessedJune 28, 2015). State universities vary in the number of unisex
bathrooms: University of Florida - 25; University of South Florida - 56; University of Central Florida -17; Florida State University - 4; Florida Atlantic University-22; and University of North Florida - 14.
133 Some women currently serve in combat roles, such as flying planes. Tom Vanden
Brook, "Pentagon Opening Front-Line Combat Roles to Women," U.S.A. Today
June 18, 2013, http :/ / www.usatoday.com/ story/ news/ politics/ 2013/ 06/ 18/
women-expected-on-front-lines-by-2016/ 2434911 /
(accessed February 4,
2015). In Afghanistan and Iraq, 292,000 women served in combat zones. In
2013 the Pentagon opened 237,000 military jobs previously closed to women.
134 "Broad Support for Combat Roles for Women," Pew Research Center, January 29 ,
2013, http: / / www.people-press.org/ 2013/ 0l/ 29/ broad-support-for-combat-
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striking down a statutory prohibition and making it legal in Florida.135 In the 2015 legislative session, an amendment was filed to an
adoption bill to codify the decision, resulting in intense debate.
Governor Scott signed the legislation noting, "that some private,
faith-based child placement agencies have expressed concerns
that eliminating this provision in statutes will hamper an agency's
ability to operate according to its deeply held religious beliefs ... . "
Governor Scott urged the .legislature to take action to support religious agencies in their decision to "not place children in homes
with same sex parents . ... " 136 Fourth, state and federal courts struck
down Florida's ban on same sex marriages .137 OnJune 26, 2015, the
U.S. Supreme Court ruled 5-4 that same-sex couples have a right
to marry in all 50 states. Writing for the majority, Justice Kennedy
identified "a shift in public attitudes toward greater tolerance"
toward same-sex couples.138 In cities across Florida the ruling was
publicly celebrated.

135

136

137

138

roles-for-women/ (accessed June 27, 2015). Two-thirds ( 66 % ) support allowing women in the military to serve in ground combat units, while just 26 % are
opposed.
In 2010, Florida's law prohibiting gay adoption was struck down as unconstitutional. Erin Bock, "Florida Appeals Court Strikes Down Gay Adoption Ban,"
jurist, September 23, 2010 http: / / jurist.org/ paperchase/ 2010/ 09/ floridaappeals-court-strikes-down-gay-adoption-ban.php (accessed February 8, 2015).
Governor Rick Scott to Secretary Kenneth W. Detzner,June 11, 2015, http: / I
www.flgov.com / wp-content/ uploads / 2015 / 06/ Transmittal-Letter-6. l l .15HB-7013 .pdf (accessed June 26, 2015) . Dm;:_ing the 2015 Legislative Session, the
Florida House of Representatives passed CS/ HB 7111 relating to conscience
protection for actions of child placing agencies (75-38) but the bill died in the
Florida Senate. See "CS/ HB 7111," Florida House of Representatives, http :/ I
www.myfloridahouse.gov/ Sections/ Bills/ billsdetail.aspx?Billld=54626.
Florida was also one of 36 states that allowed gay marriages, some due to judicial action. See Yvonne Zipp, "Federal Judge's Ruling Makes Florida the 36lh
State Where Gay Marriage is Legal," The Christian Science Monitor, January 2,
2015
http: / / www.csmonitor.com/ USA/ USA-Update/ 2015/ 0102 / Federaljudge-s-ruling-makes-Florida-the-36th-state-where-gay-marriage-is-legal-video
(accessed February 7, 2015); and "37 States with Legal Gay Marriage and 13
States with Same-Sex Marriage Bans," ProCon.org, http: / / gaymarriage .procon .
org/ view.resource.php?resourceID;,004857 (accessed February 14, 2015).
Obergefell, et. al. v. Hodges, June 26, 2015, No . 14-556, Supreme Court of the
United States, http:/ / www.supremecourt.gov I opinions/ l 4pdf/ l 4-556_3204.
pdf, (accessedJune 26, 2015).Justice Kennedy concluded the opinion:
No union is more profound than marriage, for it embodies the
highest ideals oflove, fidelity, devotion, sacrifice, and family. In
forming a marital union, two people become something greater than once they were. As some of the petitioners in these
cases demonstrate, marriage embodies a love that may endure
even past death ... They ask for equal dignity in the eyes of the
law. The Constit:Wion grants the_m that right.
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Finally, Florida has joined other states in efforts asserting states'
rights and challenging federal government powers. Although federal law trumps state law, more than 200 bills have recently been
filed in state legislatures seeking to nullify federal regulations and
laws. Florida is also one of three states that began a national trend
by passing a resolution calling for a constitutional convention
aimed at restricting the power of the federal government. 139
Suspicions about the reach of the federal government and
encroachment on states' rights have also driven recent executive
and legislative decisions to sue the federal government or turn
away federal funds requiring state matching funds in recent years.
The past two state attorneys general joined many lawsuits against
the federal government. For example, they joined other states in
a lawsuit against the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(ACA). The state attorney general also joined litigation against
President Barack Obama's immigration executive order, against
"government infringement on second amendment rights" in other
states, against gay marriage, against medical marijuana and against
the "federal overreach of the Environmental Protection Agency. " 140
The governor has turned away billions of dollars in federal transportation and health care funding and recently filed a lawsuit to
force continued federal funding for a state-federal uncompensated
health care fund. 141 The governor also switched from supporting
ACA Medicaid ~xpansion in 2013 to opposing it in 2015, citing
distrust of the federal government.142 Similarly, the 2015 regular
139 Lydia Wheeler, "States Rise Up Against Washington," The Hill, February 10, 2015,
http: I I thehill.com/ regulation/ legislation/ 2 32255-s tates-rising-up-againstwashington (accessed February 10, 2015).
140 Micha~l Van Sickler, "Pam Bondi, with Republican Attorney General Coalition,
Involves Herself in Far Away Court Fights," Tampa Bay Times, October 24, 2014.
141 Stephanie Mencimer, "Rick Scott Rejects Health Care Funds that would Keep
Kids Out of Nursing Homes," Mother Jones, September 10, 2012, http: / / www.
- motherj ones.com/ mojo / 2012/ 09 / rick-scott-rejects-heal th-care-money-disabled-kids-nursing-homes (accessed February 11, 2015). See Janet Zink, "Gov.
Rick Scott Rejects Funding for High Speed Rail," Tampa Bay Times, February
16, 2011 , http://www.tampabay.com/ news/ localgovernment/ gov-rick-scottrejects-funding-for-high-speed-rail/ 1151937 (accessed February 11 , 2015) .
Claiming victory, Governor Scott dropped the lawsuit when the federal government sent an official letter agreeing to a smaller amount of funds for uncompensated care. See Lynn Hatter, "As LIP Funding Fades, Scott Drops Lawsuit
and Claims Victory," WF.S'U, June 25, 2015, http:/ / news.wfsu.org/ post/ lipfunding-fades-scott-drops-lawsuit-and-claims-victory (accessed June 25, 2015) .
142 J on Greenberg, "Governor Rick Scott Shifts Again on Medicaid Expansion,"
Politifact Florida, Miami Herald, April 7, 2015, http: / / www.politifact.com/ florida/ statemen ts / 2015/ apr / 07 / rick-scott/ scott-shifts-again-medicaid-expansion/ (accessed June 25, 2015) .
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Florida Legislative Session dissolved into conflict over the Senate's
free market plan to use federal Medicaid expansion funds, forcing
a Special Session of the legislature. Preservation of states' rights
and contempt for the federal government were centerpieces of the
lively Special Session debate. 143
Womanhood, family values and states' rights themes reveal a
conservative counterrevolution that is emerging in contemporary
Florida politics. The lineages for these policy differences can be
traced back to the ERA debates.
Conclusion: "It is Important to Listen"

"To every woman who gave birth to every taxpayer and citizen of
this nation, we have fought for everybody else's equal rights. It's
our time to have wage equality once and for all and equal rights
for women in the United States of America!"
~Patricia Arquette, February 22, 2015
Patricia Arquette concluded her acceptance speech for Best
Supporting Actress at the 87th Academy Awards by rousing women
to continue the fight for equal rights. 144 In modern history, equality for women remains a significant social policy issue on a state
and national level. Although polls indicate the public's perception
that women have achieved equality, 145 U.S. Supreme Court Justice
Antonin Scalia has indicated that the 14th U.S. Constitution does not
143 James L. Rosica, "Crisafulli: If it Quacks Like A Duck ... it's Medicaid Expansion," Tampa Tribune, June 1, 2015 . In response to Senate efforts to reframe
the program by calling it a "Florida Solution," House Speaker Steve Crisafulli
articulated suspicions about the federal government saying "It's still Medicaid expansion; it uses the Medicaid population, it uses the Medicaid dollars,
and it uses the program's rules. You know the saying, if it walks like a duck
and quacks like a duck, it's a duck. It's Me~icaid expansion . . . and it's fiscally
irresponsible."
144 "Patricia Arquette 's Oscars Acceptance Speech for Best Supporting Actress,"
The Independent, February 23, 2015, ~ttp:/ / www.independent.co.uk/ arts-entertainmen t/ films / oscars I oscars-2015-patricia-arquettes-accep tance-speech-forbes t-su pporting-actress-in-full-10063398 .html (accessed June 10, 2015). See
the video on You Tube: https: / / www.youtube.com/ watch?v=6wx-Qh4Vczc.
145 Madison Kimrey, "Despite the Obvious, 73% of Americans Mistakenly
Believe We Have Gender Equality, " Roar, May 20, 2015, http:/ / kaj-roar.
com / 2015 I 05 / 73-of-americans-mis takenly-believe-we-have-gender-equality /
(accessed June 15, 2015). See also Abby Ferla, "ERA: Historical Curiosity or
Needed Weapon Against Bias," Remapping Debate, http: / / www.remappingdebate .org/ article I era-his torical-curiosi ty-or-needed-weapon-agains t-bias-today,
(accessed June 27, 2015).
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prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex. 146 Recent federal legislative and executive actions as well as state legislation have advanced
women's interests in contemporary society; 147 however, ERA supporters are rejuvenating efforts to pass a constitutional amendment. 148
Newly created organizations, actresses, politicians and other luminaries have echoed Ar-queue's call for equal rights. For example, a
new ERA Coalition recently opened an office in Washington, D .C.;
actress Emma Watson addressed the United Nations to launch the
"HeForShe" campaign for gender equality; on Mayl4, 2015, Congresswomen Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) and Cynthia Lummis (R-WY),
with support from a bipartisan coalition of 170 co-sponsors, re-introduced the ERA; and on her 66th birthday, actress Meryl Streep wrote
every member of Congress asking them to pass ERA.149
146 Kimberly Voss, ''.JusticeScaliaMakesCaseforERARatification," WeNews,January
7, 2011, http: / / womensenews.org/ story / washington-outlookcongresswhitehouse/ 110106/ justice-scalia-makes-the-case-era-ratification, (accessed June 1,
2015). Scalia averred "Certainly the Constitution does not require discrimination on the basis of sex. The only issue is whether it prohibits it. It doesn 't."
See "The Originalist: Justice Antonin Scalia," California Lawyer, January 2011.
Justice Scalia later said his remarks were meant only to apply to private discrimination. See Ian Millhiser, ''.Justice Scalia Appears to Back Off His Claim That
- The Constitution Does Not Prevent Gender Discrimination," ThinkProgress,
October. 7, 2011.
147 For example, on the federal level see "The Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act
of 2009," which extends the statute of limitations on an equal pay discrimination lawsuit to each new affected paycheck. Pub.L. 111-2, S. 181 ,
http: / / www.gpo_.gov/ fdsys / pkg/ PLAW-l l l publ2 / html/PLAW-l l lpubl2.
htm (accessed June 26, 2015) and Presidential Executive Orders prohibiting federal contractors from retaliating against employees who choose
to discuss their compensation and prohibiting discrimination based on
sexual orientation or gender identity. See "Non-Retaliation for Disclosure
of Compensation Information," April 8, 2014, https :/ / www.whitehouse.
gov/ the-press-office/ 2014/ 04/ 08 / executive-order-non-retaliation-disclosure-compensation-information, (accessed June 26, 2015); and "Further
Amendments to Executive Order 11478, Equal Employment Opportunity
in the Federal Government, and Executive Order 11246, Equal EmployIJlent Opportunity," July 21,
2014, https: / / www.whitehouse.gov/
the-press-office / 2014/ 07 / 21 / executive-order-further-amendments-executive-order-11478-equal-employmen, (accessed June 26, 2015). On a state
level, see recently passed Senate Bill 982 (Ch. 2015-68, Laws of Florida) on
pregnancy discrimination, which codifies a Florida Supreme Court ruling
(in Delva v. Continental Group, Inc., 137 So.3d 371 [Fla. 2014]) that pregnancy is a protected class under the Florida Civil Rights Act of 1992. http: / I
www.flsenate .gov/ Session/ Bill/ 2015 / 0982 (accessedJune 26, 2015) .
148 Jessica Ravitz, "The New Women Warriors: Reviving the Fight for Equal Rights,"
CNN, April 16, 2015 .
149 Ibid. The renewed effort to ratify ERA is led by 30-year old Bettina Hage r,
the Washington D .C. director of the new ERA Coalit;ion. Phyllis Schlafly, now
90, says the new ERA push is "a colossal waste of time ." See "Emma Watson:
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ERA will not go away. Even when conservative leadership and
majorities control Congress and the Florida Legislature, there are
continued efforts to pass a constitutional amendment underway.
Every year ERA is also introduced in the Florida Legislature, but
has not had a hearing since 2008. Ironically, while certain rights
have been extended to minorities and same-sex couples, women
continue to seek expanded rights through litigation. 150
This examination of the ERA legislative debates is significant
because it not only narrates the impact of religion on Florida's ERA
history, but it also demonstrates that certain moral and religious
themes resurface in modern political disagreements over social
policy. Defining the scope and role of women, identifying family structure and organization, and emphasizing the role of states
and the federal government were themes generated by religion in
the ERA battle. These themes continue to appear in contemporary public policy debates. Also, the rhetoric of the ERA legislative
debates arose from notions of patriarchy, morality, equality, fairness
and justice. Likewise, contemporary legislative debates and public
policy approaches reflect similar themes although three decades
have passed and Florida's political landscape has shifted rightward.
In the period covered in this study, ERA language had to be
voted up or down without modification in the Florida legislature.
This was problematic since the mainstay of political policy issue resolution is compromise and cooperation. Additionally, religion and
the use of religious language by proponents and opponents ensured
that there was no room for the usual give and take in the legislative
process. Housewives Adele Kanter and Shirley Spellerberg believed
ERA passage would result in entirely different consequences. They
Gender Equality is Your Issue Too," UN Women, http ://www.unwomen.org/
en / news / stories/ 2014/ 9 I emma-watson-gender-equali ty-is-your-issue-too
(accessedJune 21, 2015); "Members of Congress Renew the Fight for the Equal
Rights Amendment," Feminist Newswire, May 15, 2015, https :/ / feminist.org/
blog/ index. ph p / 2015I
I
05 15 I members-of-congress-renew-the-fight-for-theequal-righ ts-amendment/, (accessed June 28, 2015); Joanna Walters, "Meryl
Streep Urges Congress to Back Equa1 Rights Amendment," The Guardian, June
23, 2013, http: / / www.theguardian.com/ film / 2015 / jun/ 23/ meryl-streepcongress-equal-rights-amendment, (accessed June 24, 2015) . Each letter was
accompanied by a copy of Equal Means Equal: Why the Time for an Equal Rights
Amendment is Now (New York: The New J?ress, 2015) a book by president of the
ERA Coalition Jessica Neuwirth.
150 Jessica Neuwirth, in Equal Means Equal: Why the Time for the Equal Rights Amendment is Now (2015), lists historical and contemporary legal cases demonstrating
how women's rights are compromised. She uses cases on issues such as pregnancy discrimination, pay inequity and violence against women to argue the
need for ERA.
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were women of faith, representative of many women in the ERA
conflict. Pro- and anti-ERA forces were entrenched by ideologies,
including religious beliefs, which are mirrored by opposing sides
polarized by social issues in contemporary Florida.
Florida's "culture wars" over the social issues delineated in this
study will likely intensify in the next several years as legislative and
executive leadership adopt a conservative policy agenda that includes
an emphasis on states' rights and resistance to federal government
mandates. Social issues will continue to polarize warring factions,
stimulate political debates and influence election outcomes. Equally
well-intentioned people differ on policy, oftentimes due to different religious or moral worldviews. However, religious invective and
moral language are often invoked to add legitimacy to particular
policy positions, creating conflict and polarization. Lamenting the
modern polarized political environment, former Governor Reubin
Askew said "It is important to listen because you may hear something; and you learn after you think you know it all." 151

15l _ Askew interview with author, February 15, 2012.
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The Rise of Jim Crow in Fort Myers, 1885-1930
byjonathan Harrison
he power and opportunities of African Americans in Florida between the 1880s and 1920s fluctuated across time and
location and were affected by variations in local economic
structures, migration patterns and cultural histories. Black property ownership, political participation and social prestige were in
flux, impacted by such factors as the availability of public land for
cultivation by blacks, the cultures of the places from which new
residents had migrated, and whether the area was a new settlement
or one that was carrying forward a set of social relationships that
had been formed during the slavery period. Each of these factors
can be documented in the case of Fort Myers in a way that throws
additional new light on the nuances involved in racial interactions
during this era. The picture that emerges is one in which the path
to segregation was not a straight line, nor were African Americans
passive in their responses to the processes taking place.
Fort Myers grew from a town of only 400 people in 1885 to one
of 2,463 in 1910.1 The population of its parent county, named after
Robert E. Lee, expanded from 1,414 persons in 1890 to 6,294 in

T

Jonathan Harrison is an Adjunct Professor in Sociology at Florida Gulf Coast University and Hodges University in Fort Myers. He is deeply grateful to the following
persons for their help and advice with this paper: Helen Farrell, Kathryn Wilbur,
Gerri Reaves, Paul Ortiz, Nina Denson Rogers, John Cox, Genevieve Bowen and
Janet Snyder Matthews.
1
"The Fort Myers Planning Board, 1925,6, http :/ / www.news-press .com/ assets/
pdf/ A414971218.PDF (accessed Augus_tl5,2015) . Originally a Civil War fortress situated in Monroe County, Fort Myers became a settlement in 1866 and
was incorporated into Lee County when the latter was formed in 1887.
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1910. 2 The small size of the community in 1885 had allowed African
Americans to find niches in services that whites needed to employ
because there was no white person offering the same service. This
power waned when the white population increased and could run
its own affairs in a way that relegated blacks to a segregated Jim
Crow status. Moreover, whereas some African Americans in 1885
had been landowners, tradespersons and vendors, the arrival of the
railroad in 1904 created a new industrial economy requiring heavy
manual labor. As a result, the "Negro" population of Lee County
multiplied by a factor of five between 1900 and 1910, from 188 to
937. 3 This led to a greater level of 'proletarianization' both in the
economic roles of blacks and the ways they were depicted racially.
Unskilled laborers were more likely to be viewed as uncivilized,
brutish and physically menacing. On June 25, 1903, for example,
the Fort Myers Press editorialized:
It should be remembered that great changes are to take
place in Ft. Myers within the next twelve months. In a
month or two large bodies of colored men will be brought
here to work on the railroad. It will require vigilant officers
-to preserve order in the new conditions, and Messrs. Hendry and Stroup have shown that they will take no nonsense
from any one. It will require a firm mayor and an equally
firm marshal to handle the rough element that is sure to
follow in the wake of the railroad.
This was a self-fulfilling prophecy because it anticipated the need
for firm policing of a population that had not yet arrived. It also
placed the long-term black residents in a quandary because they
were. vulnerable to being identified with these new arrivals and to
losing their status of the prior period. The residential changes that
occurred after 1904 provide strong evidence that these formerly,
relatively middle-class blacks were gradually compelled to move
into a segregated area, which became known as Safety Hill. The
quality of housing and of the street surfaces in the area was often
poor, as shown by contemporary photographs from the period. 4
2

3
4

"County-Level Results," University of Virginia Historical Census Browser,
http: / / mapserver.lib.virginia.edu/ php/ county.php (accessed December 15,
2013) .
Ibid.
"The Fort Myers Plan," Fort Myers Planning Board, .1 925, 81, http: / /www.
news-press.com/ assets/ pdf/ A414971218.PDF (accessed December 14, 2013).
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Moreover, proletarianization probably had a more devastating effect on blacks psychologically in Lee County than in many
other counties because, according to the 1910 census, the county
had the lowest rate of illiteracy among "negro males of voting age";
the percentage in Lee was only 8.04 compared to a state average
of 25.90. 5 This suggests that African Americans in Fort Myers had
received comparatively more education, which created a greater
gap between their mental abilities and the intellectual fulfilment
offered by their work roles.
At the same time as this segregation was being established,
a new generation of whites was arriving from areas where the
harsh treatment of blacks was ingrained in the norms of the culture. From 1865 to 1887, Fort Myers had been located in Monroe
County, whose county seat was Key West. The traditional southern influence on that county appears to have been mediated by
its geographical remoteness, with the result that a cosmopolitan
white population had arrived by sea instead of a traditional southern community evolving through arrival by land. In the 1880 census, Monroe's population was 10,940, but the total number born in
Georgia, Alabama, or the Carolinas was only 297. 6 However, when
routes to Fort Myers became more accessible, the town and its surrounding area disaffiliated from Monroe and began to become
more traditional in outlook, as shown by its choice of Lee as its symbolic figure. Migrants from the ex-Confederate states were attracted to the county by its status as a cattle port and a base for hunting.
The effect of such migration on Lee County can be inferred from
the views of the first postmistress in Immokalee, Mary Burrell, who
held the position from 1898 to 1919 before moving to Miami. Some
members of her family had been slave-owners in Madison County,
Florida, near the border with Georgia. 7 She was interviewed by the
Federal Writers' Project in 1938 and offered these opinions (paraphrased by the interviewer) on Reconstruction:
Slaves were encouraged to gQ away from the land on which
they had lived. Many went away only to become vagrants
and were guilty of misdemeanors in other localities. As
conditions grew more desperate, so the problem of the
Negro became more serious. The carpetbagger stirred
5
6

7

"County-Level Results."
Ibid.
Originally known as Allen Place , Immokalee acquired its new name in 1897
and was part of Lee C~mnty until Colli:r County was formed in 1923.
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them to lawlessness, and only the appearance of the Ku
Klux Klan saved the women and children of the South,
including the north Florida counties and the southern
counties of Georgia, where the Burrell families and their
connections had their properties.
Burrell claimed that "Negroes were accustomed to whipping as
a punishment, and knew when they deserved it ... To put a Negro
in solitary confinement only let him enjoy leisure." 8 Burrell thus
exemplified the attitudes that were often brought to Lee County
from elsewhere in the Deep South: the romanticizing of the Klan
and the demonization of"carpetbaggers" for encouraging the "lawlessness" of "the Negro."
However, there were some twists in the road that led to the institutionalization of these racist viewpoints in the formal segregation
of the city. African Americans built organizations that attempted to
maintain civic pride, and kept a presence on the electoral register
even when their votes were rendered ineffective by the "white primary" system. Full segregation was not achieved until the property
boom of the 1920s, a period marked by restrictive covenants and
preceded by the brutal lynching of 1924. The Fort Myers lynching
took place at a time when racial violence was being used across
Florida, in such places as Ocoee and Rosewood, to exclude blacks
from political and civic spaces. 9 This violence can be interpreted
as a symptom of the -fact that the rise ofJim Crow was facilitated by
means that were sometimes extralegal and abrupt, not by smooth
peaceful transition from one era to another.
The Wider Context: Theoretical Issues and Relevant Secondary
Literature

The term "proletarianization," which originated in Marxist
writing, has been applied to a process whereby African Americans
who acquired land for farming after the Civil War were gradually
coerced or persuaded to move instead to wage labor. 10 There is plentiful evidence that some blacks in Central and South Florida owned
Bertha R. Comstock, "The Story of Immokalee,'' Library of Congress, Manuscript Division, WPA Federal Writers' Project Collection, 11, http: / / memory.
loc.gov/ ammem/ wpaintro/ wpahome .html (accessed August 6, 2012).
9
Robert Cassanello, To Render Invisible: Jim Crow and Public Life in New South Jacksonville (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2013).
10 . W.P. Jones, "Black Milwaukee, Proletarianization, and the Making of Black
Working-Class History,'' journal of Urban History 33, no. 4 (2007): 544-550.

8
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significant property durihg and after Reconstruction. Michelle Denise Brown notes that "African Americans owned $6,466,487 worth of
farm property in Florida" in 1900, rising to $15,365,896 in 1910.
Some of this property dated back to the Spanish era, when freed
blacks were treated better than they would be later, whilst some
came from the Southern Homestead Act (1866), which facilitated
land ownership by emancipated slaves by allocating 46 million acres
of public lands that could be homesteaded by blacks or whites. 11
Katherine Parry has shown that in Ocoee, as of the 1920 census,
"More than one-third of the African American families there owned
their own homes and over twenty percent were working their own
farms." 12 Many of these properties were lost in the extralegal violence that soon followed. Similar patterns have been documented
in Mount Dora, where a Redevelopment Project during the 1920s
land boom resulted in blacks being moved by force from downtown
to East Town. 13 In Tampa, a field report by Viola B . Muse in 1936 for
the Federal Writers' Project noted that ex-slave Dorcas Bryant had
owned a sixty-acre tract that included the area that became Union
Station, whilst the site of the First National Bank on Franklin Street
had formerly been the property of ex-slave Kate Hendley. In addition, much of Tampa's warehouse district had belonged to ex-slave
Sol Stanley. 14
Residential segregation often became formalized by restrictive
covenants that were believed to have been rendered legal by the
Supreme Court ruling in Corrigan 1!...· Buckley, 271 U.S. 323 (1926). 15
Such covenants appeared in several Fort Myers deeds and subdivision restrictions in the 1920s, such as a deed granted by Huff
11
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et al to Boggess, which stated that "the said premises shall not be
leased or sold to any negro or person of African descent." 16 However, these documents often codified older segregation patterns that
had been emerging since the turn of the century.
The development ofJim Crow laws in Florida was summarized
expertly by Jerrell Shofner, who showed how the laws owed much
to the "black codes" of 1865-1866. Shofner also documented the
disfranchisement created by the 1889 poll tax regulations, which
resulted in the state-wide fall of the Republican vote from 26,000 in
1888 to 5,000 in 1892. 17
Race relations depended also on the content of white discourses
concerning race. Depictions of blacks in Florida can be understood
more clearly by applying a distinction made by Oliver C. Cox, who
argued that "The dominant group is intolerant of those whom it
can define as anti-social, while it holds race prejudice against those
whom it can define as subsocial." He contrasted racism with antisemitism by noting that "the dominant group or ruling class does not
like the Jew at all, but it likes the Negro in his place." 18 Cox's view
enables Fort Myers to be categorized according to whether African
Americans were viewed as content to accept their lowly position or
depicted as potentially violent destroyers of white society. However,
Cox was too hasty in placing African Americans solely in the former category, especially given that his own study devoted a lengthy
section to lynchi:qg, which was predicated on an ideology that portrayed blacks in an anti-social framework of deviance, lasciviousness,
sex crime and immorality. The secondary literature on Florida shows
such attitudes prevailing during Jim Crow, such as when Governor
Sidney]. Catts told the NAACP to "teach your people not to kill our
white officers and disgrace our white women. "19
The case of Fort Myers demonstrates depictions of African
Americans that were both subsocial and anti-social, but also shows
a history in which the balance between those two ·depictions shifted
over time in favor of the latter, thereby producing a more hostile

16
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18
19

Lee County Deed Book 100 (May 17, 1926), 101-102, Lee County Clerk of
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racist ideology in the first three decades after 1900 than had existed in the latter quarter of the previous century.
Responses of blacks to racism in this period were captured
brilliantly by W.E.B. DuBois in his concept of "double consciousness," which he defined as "this sense of always looking at one's self
through the eyes of others, of measuring one's soul by the tape of
a world that looks on in amused contempt and pity. " 20 This conception is dynamic because it enables race relations in a specific time
and place to be viewed as an interaction between a shifting white
attitude of "amused contempt and pity" and a black response that
splits the self into, on the one hand, a deferential persona that is
presented to the white world and, on the other hand, a proud identity that is maintained in the civic pride of the African American
community.
It is also sensitive to historical context because contempt can
take many forms, ranging from patronizing acceptance of African
Americans as inferior but benign, to active malevolent hostility
expressed in harassment and the threat of lynching. African American actions in white public spaces must then be studied by viewing
those behaviors as continuous adaptations to white intentions, with
African Americans looking for opportunities to improve one's circumstances whilst being aware of threats and dangers.
Combining Cox and DuBois creates a dynamic model whereby
racism and community are viewed as a set of potential relationships that can develop in unequaL but calm co-existence or in an
atmosphere of virulent racism and a framework of legal persecution and extralegal violence. This range of possibilities provides
the historian with fertile ground on which to research the period,
with the potential to produce a variety of results, not always easily
predictable, depending on time and place.
The work of DuBois also co.Q.nects to the history of African
American activism in Florida, captured vividly by Nancy A. Hewitt.
Blacks in Fort Myers had to steer a similar course to that documented by Hewitt between the "accommodationist" approach of Booker T. Washington and the more legally combative approach that
DuBois and the NAACP adopted after the First World War. Women
20
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played a central role in working out a path through this dilemma by
participating in such organizations as the Women's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU), which had racially segregated branches
in Tampa and Fort Myers. Whilst the WCTU exemplified the racial
tension between black and white female aims, it empowered its
African American members because they had common cause with
white women on moral issues such as alcohol abuse, domestic violence, sexual trafficking, the age of consent, and the vote. This led
to activities in Fort Myers such as a revival meeting of the Hepzibah
Rescue Mission, which campaigned for raising the age of consent
and for the rescue of young girls from sexual trafficking. 21 Such
activism remained a factor during the Jim Crow era, and created a
platform from which black female teachers played key roles in the
fight for desegregation in 1954-1971. 22
Black female activism via the church in the South can be traced
back to the immediate post-emancipation period of 1865-1866, as
Elsa Barkely Brown has done in the case of the First African Baptist Church in Richmond, Virginia. 23 Barkley Brown argues that the
activism that emerged after 1880 was a revival of those earlier processes. This raises the possibility that some of the women who came
to Fort Myers after 1885 had a cultural memory of resistance from
two decades earlier.
Recent theoretical approaches to such resistance have adapted
the idea of the "subaltern counterpublic," derived by Nancy Fraser
from the work ofJurgen Habermas. 24 Robert Cassanello argues that
a "Black counterpublic" was formed inJacksonville around the Baptist church to resist the exclusion of African Americans from public
spaces. Cassanello examines how this overlapped ambivalently with
the counterpublics of labor and women. He then combines this
with Ralph Ellison's concept of black invisibility. 25 The resultant
21
22
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pattern is one in which the black counterpublic was continuously negotiating a space within the labor and gender struggle from
which some gains, albeit very limited, could be achieved for African Americans as part of the extension of the franchise and labor
rights, even though white women and -laborers initially gained far
more from these changes than did their black counterparts.

The Economic Opportunities of African Americans in Fort Myers
before 1900
Fort Myers was initially a promising area for African Americans
after 1865, relative to other parts of the South. The smallness and
intimacy of the town created racial interdependence and thus, in
public spaces, moderated the level of overt racism in that initial period. There is evidence that, in the 1880s and 1890s, businesses operated by blacks were sometimes frequented by whites and
praised in the local press. In addition, homesteads were acquired
by some individuals, notably Nelson Tillis, the first African American to raise a family in Fort Myers, and his son-in-law, Wilson
McCorpen. These homesteads enabled a core community to develop that could foster civic pride in the face of an ideology of white
supremacy.
Nelson Tillis was a freed slave who had been born on the plan tation of Willoughby Tillis in Fort Meade around 1844, and had lived
in Key West during the Civil War before coming to Fort Myers by
sea to look for land on which to settle. 26 He was perhaps assisted in
his quest by having a good prior relationship with his co-travellers,
the Danish captain Peter Nelson and the white southerners John
Powell and W .S. Clay. 27 In 1869, he married a white woman named
Ellen Summerall in a ceremony in Port Charlotte conducted by
Nathan H. DeCoster, a former white officer of the colored infantry
(Second U.S.C.I.), again suggesting that Tillis had some contacts
from the 1860s that facilitated his transition to life in Fort Myers. 28
In 1872, he began to farm a homestead containing 111 .32 acres
26

27
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on which he raised a family that eventually included eleven children, but his patent was not officially recognized until 1890, after
Tillis had re-filed it; his original application had been mislaid, perhaps intentionally, by the authorities. Tillis was given Homestead
Certificate 3184, attached to Application 1001 , which stated that
it was "pursuant to the Act of Congress approved 20th May, 1862,
to secure Homesteads to actual settlers on the public domain, and
the acts supplemental thereto." 29 Tillis's submission showed that
the means of production which he owned included "planes, hoes,
axes and all necessary farming implements," plus various farm animals. 30 McCorpin (sometimes spelled McCorpen or McCarpen)
was born in Greenville, South Carolina, in 1863 and died in Fort
Myers in 1915. 31 He was a farmer by occupation and his homestead
covered 159.95 acres. 32 His activities attracted white newspaper coverage. In 1894, for example, the Fort Myers Press reported that 'J.W.
McCo:r:pin has established a neat little stand on the upper wharf
where he dispenses ice cream and cool drinks." 33 In 1898, the newspaper noted the death of his infant son, "Little Joe." 34 He also did
ad-hoc work for the Lee County board: for example, he received
50 cents in 1901 for "moving a dead cow." 35 He was the only African
American known to have received travel costs during this period
from the school board for sending his children to the "colored
school," his farm being located four miles away from the school. 36
African Americans also enjoyed some success as restaurant
owners and traders. In 1891, for example, the Press carried a news
item referring to an advertisement in the same issue for the entrepreneurial African American Pink White's takeover of the "No. 1"
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Restaurant. The article -is particularly notable for the fact that a
southern newspaper referred to a black man as "Mr.":

As will be seen from the advertisement, Mr. Pink White has
taken charge of the "No.1" restaurant. Pink is one of our
best colored men and possessed of good business qualifications and he will personally attend to the needs of the
guests. 37
White's profile was raised further in 1894 when he became "supervisor of Myers Public School (Colored) ." 38 He received $10 a month
rent from the school board for use of the Methodist church as a
schoolhouse. 39
In 1897, the Press advised its readers that "Randall Mitchell,
a colored man, will conduct a laundry in Fort Myers, and put up ·
laundry work in first-class style. Leave orders in the old Tropical
News building." 40 This converges with Hewitt's analysis of how laundry work provided a source of autonomy for African Americans in
Tampa; men and women could retain control over their labor by
doing the laundry work on their own premises, thereby resisting
the proletarianization process occurring elsewhere.41
Depictions of African Americans in the Fort Myers Press
References from the Fort Myers Press suggest that the economic
roles of these relatively successful African Americans had positive
effects on the development of interactions between whites and African Americans between 1885 and 1900, but that these interactions
deteriorated into a more hostile form thereafter. Up to 1900, when
the newspaper assumed that an African American was personally
known to its readership, it often referred to the person in one of
two ways. The first was to use descriptions that did not refer to the
'race' of the subject at all. The second way was to use the term 'colored' as an adjective, either on its own (as in "Mr. and Mrs. Geo. W.
Barker, colored") or before nouns such as 'citizen' or 'person.' 42
Although 'colored' was considered an offensive racial term in the
USA after the 1960s, whites in the 1890s believed they were being
37
38
39
40
41
42

Fort Myers Press, October 1, 1891.
Matthews, "The African American Experience," 163.
Fort Myers Press, February 11, 1897.
Ibid., August 7, 1897.
Hewitt, Southern Discomfort, 50.
Fort Myers Pres\ October 14, 1897. _

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol94/iss1/1

54

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 94, Number 1

THE RISE OF JIM CROW IN FORT MYERS

51

neutral or even generous when using the term, which was also
sometimes used by blacks themselves, such as in the name of the
organization National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP), founded in 1909. Its use by African Americans
in Fort Myers can be documented in the example of when Reverend J.D. Bellamy invited "all the friends, both white and colored,
to attend the meeting at the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church"
to be held on January 10, 1898. 43
Examples in which race was absent include an article in 1894
which noted the return of Welcome Baker, stating he was a "good
worker" and "generally liked by our people." 44 In 1896, it was
reported that "RJ. Shepherd and Pink White" had put out a fire
at "Taff 0. Langford's dwelling." No reference was made to either
man's color. 45 Another story reported the health of Aaron Henderson, a black deliveryman for white businessman R.A. Henderson. 46
Aaron'-s mother had been a slave of R.A. Henderson's parents. 47
Nelson Tillis was not always referred to by his color. In 1894, for
example, the Press reported that "Last Friday we saw a rutabaga,
raised by Nelse Tillis, on his place across the river, which weighed
twenty pounds and a quarter." 48 No reference was made to his color
in a report listing Tillis as a member of the special police employed
for one day on the date of the town election, when he was paid
$1 .50, the same rate as the white police and inspectors. 49
The paper would accord respectability to blacks who were seen
as possessing the appropriate manners, such as when the Press gave
the correct marital titles to "Miss Virginia Cooper" and "Mrs. Laura
Barker" [a daughter of Nelson Tillis] .50 The Press was also dignified
in its reporting of black educational efforts up to 1900. It reported
in 1885 that ".J. Wesley Roberts is teaching a colored school on the
north side of the river." 51 The school board minutes of October
10, 1887 stated that "The colored patrons were granted a school
north of Caloosa River and West of Handcock Creek."52 On May 7,
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52

Ibid., January 6, 1898.
lbid.,January 25, 1894.
Ibid., March 5, 1896.
Ibid., October 5, 1893.
Gerri Reaves, Legendary Locals of Fort Myers (Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2012), 23.
Fort Myers Press, April 19, 1894.
Ibid., September 27, 1894.
Ibid., October 29, 1896.
Matthews, "The African American Experience," 136.
Ibid., 141.

Published by STARS, 2015

55

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 94 [2015], No. 1, Art. 1

52

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

1891, the Press praised "the pupils of the colored school" for their
"recitations, dialogue and singing" of a "very pure character. " 53
The term "colored" was used for single blacks and for small
groups. The Press sometimes referred to African Americans collectively as "colored citizens," such as when "Our colored citizens,
young and old, enjoyed a picnic excursion Tuesday to some point
up the river on the Athens." 54 It is notable, however, that the possessive pronoun "our" often appeared before such usages, indicating that the "colored people" were under the guardianship of the
whites, such as in this report concerning the Christmas festivities
of 1893:
Our colored people had a Christmas tree in their church
Christmas night, and had an enjoyable time. Many good
and durable presents were dispensed to old and young.
Among others we heard of who were made happy by
the occasion was Prof. Miller, the teacher of the colored
school. His was a baby's cap. 55
There is also evidence that violence against African Americans
was sometimes frowned upon if the black person was employed
by a white person, especially if the perpetrator of the violence was
of lower social rank than the employer of the African American
victim. This can be illustrated by the reporting of an incident that
occurred in 1900, when Dr. W.B. Winkler, a recent settler from Tennessee, shot and killed cowboy "LY.mp" Alford in an altercation
caused by his belief that Alford and his friends were whipping "a
colored man employed by the doctor." The Press sympathized with
the doctor, even though he had killed a white man in defence of
a black man. It must therefore have believed that Winkler's action
was within his permitted code of honor, although it also begs the
question as to whether Winkler was_simply acting to protect a man
whom he regarded as his personal property.
However, there was a category of African Americans at this
time that could be characterized as anti-social by the Press. When
Prince Robinson was shot and killed in 1892, the report stated that
''While we denounce the manner of his taking off in the severest
terms, such men as he sooner or1ater meet with a violent death." 56
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Moreover, there was a limit to how high the newspaper was prepared to allow "colored" men to rise. In 1890, it protested against
the appointment of a black preacher as postmaster in Punta Gorda:
"this administration is making a great mistake in putting colored
men in office in the South. "57 There was also a ceiling on the concessions that Pink White and others could receive from the authorities. White's church had held services in the court-room in 1894
but when White applied for permission for it to do the same in
1898, this request was refused:
Pink White appeared before the board, asking, in behalf of
the colored Baptists, permission to use the court-room for
the period of one year, as a place of public worship, and
after due consideration, for various reasons, the Board
declined to grant his request. 58
Consequently, depictions of African Americans in the 1880s and
1890s involved a mixture of conditional acceptance, condescension and moral judgement in which blacks could be viewed as
sugsocial or anti-social in certain contexts. However, after the mid1890s the balance between relatively positive and highly negative
language used by the Press noticeably began to change, with an
increasing use of the more offensive epithets "negro," "darkey,"
and "coon." This may be partially because the new editor, Philip
Isaac, was inclined to take a more typical Deep South view on race
than his predecessors, but another factor may simply be that the
readership was changing as newcomers arrived from other parts of
the South. Moreover, the state and national context had changed:
Jim Crow was becoming institutionalized by state law and accepted
by the Supreme Court. The arrival of rail in 1904 integrated Fort
Myers more closely with the rest of the state, and led to large-scale
migration of whites and blacks into the town from areas where segregation and violence had been the norm.
Interpreting the changing depictions of race in the Press
requires a subtle understanding of the language of the period. The
term 'negro' created and signalled greater social distance between
whites and blacks than 'colored' had done. It was a preferred term
for blacks who were assumed to have broken social norms, most
notably in the case of the two teenagers who were lynched on
May 25 and 26, 1924, events described in more detail below. By
57
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the 1920s, 'negro' was becoming the preferred term in almost all
descriptions of blacks, because it could convey a pejorative meaning behind the mask of scientific racism, given that "negroid" had
become an accepted term of racial classification in the literature of
the period. However, "negro" was not used as regularly as "colored"
by the Press prior to 1898, although there were some uses, such as
a reference to "negro schoolhouses in Key West" as early as 1885. 59
The term "darkey" was intended to be patronizing; however,
unlike in some later usages elsewhere, it did not always have the
same vicious intent as "nigger." In 1901, John Williams and Sarah
Baylor, the mother of Ella Piper, were referred to as a "good, oldfashioned darkies" on the occasion of their marriage. 60 This usage
suggested that whites had a fondness for blacks whose characters
they could trivialize via stereotypes, creating a comedic effect, such
as in the report that "A coffee colored darkey whose euphoneous
cognomon is Willis Woods was arrested Xmas Day for boisterous
conduct on our streets." Woods allegedly set a fire in his prison
cell whereupon "the darkey was put in the county jail for safe
keeping. " 61
The paper used arrests of blacks as an excuse to place "darkey"
and "coon" into news headlines. The word "coon" was reserved for
contempt, but could also be used in the context of musical burlesque, as in the ubiquity of "coon mins.trels" across the South. The
most notable use as a headline by the Press was "Got the Coon!" in
the case of an arrest for theft.62
However, there was a noticeable taboo concerning the term,
"nigger." In the material unearthed for this study, the term never
appeared in an editorial comment or in any quotes attributed to
white adults. There was, however, one isolated occasion when the
word was placed in a direct quote attributed to a person in a story.
An anecdotal story was written by one of the newspaper's editors
about a trip taken by fellow editor Philip Isaacs (a future Justice
of the Peace) with Captain J.F. Menge on the steamer Grey Eagle in
December 1897. The fact that the story was published on Christmas Eve, a date when normal barriers of behaviour were often
relaxed, may have encouraged Isaacs and his co-editors to overlook
their normal omission of "nigger" from the paper. The anecdote is
59
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quoted at length here in order to indicate how DuBois' concept of
"amused contempt" could be manifested in the folk tales and anecdotes that Florida newspapers published in this period:
We tied up for the Mace & Brake grove for the night and
here it was we put up ajob on our negro fireman. We had
been telling him all the way up how the people had an
intense dislike for colored men on the creek, and to make
him feel comfortable. and easy we would ask Capt. Fred
[Menge] what had become of such a negro that had been
wounded there previously. By the time night approached
we had him so he would jump every time a night-hawk 'hollered' and about 10:30 the ball opened. One of the boys
took a good supply of blank cartridges and slipped out
across the stream and concealed himself in the bushes on
the o_!:her side from that on which the boat lay. Capt. Fred
called to the darkey to bring the lantern aft to him and
when the poor ebony hued son of a Senegambian got there
the man on the shore "pulled down" on him with both barrels. The darkey "hollered" and run and laid down behind
the boiler and Capt. Menge and Bro. Isaacs grabbed their
little guns, and for a few minutes a fusillade that would
have caused the Cubans to turn green with envy was carried on. We'll bet the good people of Orange river turned
over in their beds and thought Spain had declared war.
One of the boys took his knife and jabbed himself three
of four times in the breast, and then all went aboard and
showed the blood to the trembling darkey and told what
brave deeds they had done for his sake. That did settle it.
That darkey crawled in behind the boiler and the wealth of
the Incas would not have persuaded him to come out..He
sa!_d if "de good Lawd ever let dis nigger back to Alabam'
he done stay dar, dese people done bin oncibilized."63
The passage is telling in several ways. It slides from "negro" to "darkey" to "nigger" by placing the latter in the mouth of the victim
of the prank. It parodies black speech in the "coon" tradition of
the time, concluding with the unlikely scenario of the victim pronouncing "uncivilized" as "oncibilized." It is also ironic in context
because Menge's brother, Connie, had given a "festival" to 'colored
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people' at his new store earlier that year. 64 Either one brother
was more racist than the other or each brother was able to switch
between different personas depending on his audience.
The Press also put the word "nigger" into the mouth of a fiveyear-old child. When a "black brute" allegedly invaded the house of
N.G. Stout with intent to rape, the Press stated that his race was identified by "baby Olive, 5Y2 years old", who said he was a "nigger." 65
In 1897, an article on the black residents of Nassau, in the
Bahamas, had noted that "The first thing that impresses even a
careless observer is the cleanliness of the town. This may perhaps
appear surprising to persons acquainted with the manners of colored people in the United States." The paper deduced that this
must be due to "the methods practiced by the English officials in
charge." The writer was therefore implying that blacks were anti- ·
social in matters of hygiene, cleanliness, and community upkeep. 66

The Declining Economic and Residential Status of African
Americans after 1900
This shift to predominantly anti-social depictions of blacks
reflected a decline of their economic status and the growth of residential segregation. One factor in the decline of black fortunes
was the fact that the Homestead Act's success was short-lived in
this region, as elsewhere in Florida. Only 8.9% of the homesteads
that were registered in Florida between 1869 and 1873 eventually
achieved certification. 67 One possible aggravating factor was the
tendency of Hamilton Disston's land companies to exert political influence on the Land Office, which resulted in complaints in
January 1889 from John Powell and Ruban Corbitt that they had
been forced to resubmit proof of their homesteads due to pressures from Disston's agents. 68 The odds were stacked against homesteaders of all skin colors, but they affected blacks more acutely
because the new industrialists required cheap black labor, so blacks
deprived of land opportunities were driven into hyper-exploitative
labor roles, which in Fort Myers included lumber work, truck farm
labor, janitorial work and street work.

64
65
66
67
68

Ibid., September 17, 1896.
Ibid., February 24, 1910.
Ibid. , February 4, 1897.
Brown, "African-American Property Owners," 48 .
Fort Myers Pri:.ss, January 24, 1896. _
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The decline in black male economic and social status can be
seen in the fortunes of Nelson Tillis and Pink White in the 1910
census, where Tillis was recorded as a laborer in a sawmill and
White was a housekeeper for CJ. Stubbs. 69 It was also marked by
the growth of segregation, with blacks confined to an area (Safety
Hill), which was immediately east of the railway line that opened
in 1904. The locality had originally been part of the homestead
of James Evans, who had platted it as two connected subdivisions.
Prior to 1900, land sales to blacks were mainly in areas outside
these Evans subdivisions, and were west of the future railway line,
indicating that segregation had not yet begun, but new deeds
began to become concentrated on Evans' land in significant numbers following his death in 1901, which was just three years prior
to the railroad's arrival. George Barker purchased Plot 14 in Block
4 in l 9Q_O; Welcome Baker purchased five plots in Block 6 in 1903;
Pauldo Sutton also moved over in 1903; Solomon Louden moved
into the area in 1905 and Bosen Hargrett in 1906. 70
Later movement into Safety Hill by blacks can also be documented between 1915 and 1925 by comparing the City Directories. Examples include Joseph Brigham (who moved from Hough
to Larmie), Evans H. Brown (also Hough to Larmie), John N.
Cheney (Heitman to Washington), Eli Tillis (Cleveland to Price),
Marion Tillis (Victoria to Anderson), and James Steele (Heitman
to Orange) .71
The movement of Eli and Marion Tillis was particularly significant, as they were the eldest sons of Nelson Tillis, having been born
between 1869 and 1875, and had worked on the same land as their
father. The Tillis families had moved to the south side of the river in
the 1890s, apparently becoming neighbors of the Edisons, before
moving again in the early 1900s to an area known as Pinetucky,
whicjl. enjoyed relative prosperity. The subsequent movement of
the Tillis families into the segregated and tightly policed Safety

69

70

71

Year: 1910; Census Place: Fort Myers, Lee, Florida; Roll: T624_163; Page: 21B;
Enumeration District: 0079; FHL microfilm: 1374176 Ancestry.com, http: / I
tinyurl.com/ q2otmym (accessed August 4, 2012).
Lee County Deed Book 10 (June 12, 1900), 135; 15 (April 25, 1903), 183; 15
(September 28, 1903), 290; 19 (November 11, 1905), 265; 21(September24,
1906), 208. Lee County Clerk of Courts Official Records http: / I apps.leeclerk.
org/ OR/ Search.aspx (accessedjune 10, 2015).
Year 1910: Cenusus Place: Fort Myers, Lee, Florida: Roll: T624_163; Page: 21BZ:
Enumeration District: 0079: FHL microfilm: 1274176; Ancestry.com. US. City
Directories, 1821-1989, http: / / tinyurl.com/ q20tmym (accessed August4, 2012) .
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Hill therefore indicates a calamitous loss of status for the families,
which had been the town's pioneering African American group. 72
The hypothesis that racism caused this segregation can be supported by the subsequent growth of restrictive covenants on the
grounds of race, which are documented in Lee County records
from 1925 to 1941. Such covenants were, for example, a feature
of a large number of deeds granted by Bartleson Huff Realty Co.
between January 13, 1925 and August 3, 1927. 73 In 1926, the New
Homes Development Corporation issued restrictions for the Edison Park subdivision which stated that "This subdivision is reserved
for the White race and no deed shall be made or any ownership
recognized to any person or persons of the Black, Yellow or Brown
races." On February 7, 1925, restrictions for Altadena stated that
"No part of property shall ever be sold, rented or otherwise disposed of to any person of African, Cuban, Mongolian or other
brown, black or yellow race of people of any degree of consanguinity. " The Tamiami Courts subdivision meanwhile had the restriction that "Lots can only be sold to persons of Caucasian Race."
Similar restrictions were applied to Fairfield Terrace in 1926, Edison Manor in 1940, and in 1941 to Gulf Island Manor, Allen Park
and Crescent Beach (the latter by the Fort Myers Beach Development Company) .74
Although all the above covenants date from after the formation of Safety Hill, they indicate legal acceptance by the county of
exclusion from parts of the city oii grounds of race. Such exclusionary pressures are likely to have formed earlier than 1925, given
that public schools in the city had always been segregated and that
Safety Hill had been developing since the turn of the century.
Segregation also occurred in other public places. In 1915, an
announcement by theater operator K.A. Bryant stated that:
After turning the balcony of the court theater over to the
colored people and allowing them the privilege of occupying same for a little over-a week, I find that it is injuring
72
73
74

Ancestry.com. US. City Directories, 1821-1989 (accessedJune 10, 2015) .
L ee County Deed Book 76 (January 13, 1925) ,- 197; 111 (August 3, 1927), 79.
Lee County Clerk of Courts Official Records, http: / / apps.leeclerk.org/ OR/
Search.aspx (accessed June 10, 2015).
Lee County Misc Book 12 (March 16, 1926) , 510; 8 (February 7, 1925) , 494;
10 (August 22, 1925), 522; 13 (May 24, 1926), 208; 19 (March 27, 1940) , 233;
19 (January 13, 1941) , 351; 19 (April 3, 1941) , 490; 20 (November 13, 1941) ,
30. Lee Coun07 Clerk of Courts Qfficial Records Search, http: / / apps.leeclerk.
org/ OR/ Seaich.aspx (accessed Jun e 16, 2015).
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my business to such an extent that it is impossible to continue allowing them this liberty. While the colored people
that have been patronizing deserve to be complimented
on their good conduct, there is not enough of them coming to recompense me for the loss in white people that are
against allowing them the balcony. 75
This announcement shows that even a segregated seat in a
theater was a "privilege" that could be withdrawn from blacks if
enough whites boycotted the theater. In the same announcement,
Bryant also admitted that this was not a reflection of the behaviour
of the blacks, who conducted themselves better than the "noisy
and ill-mannered crowd of boys" from the white community that
had occupied the balcony previously. Revealingly, Bryant acknowledged that he had to "please not only the home people but visitors
as well, so the racist pressures seem to have been coming from
seasonal visitors as well as the year-round residents. 76
African-American Responses to Jim Crow in Fort Myers

By the 1910s, Jim Crow was firmly in place in Fort Myers. For
example, whites expected blacks to partially fund their own public
schooling, such as when the Board of Education asked the blacks
to "defray one half of the expense" of installing electricity at Williams Academy in- 1916. As Matthews noted, this requirement that
blacks self-fund and self-administer their education was part of the
separate but (un)equal double standard that had intensified across
Florida, as elsewhere, since Plessy v. Ferguson in 1896. 77
African Americans had a long tradition of building communal
strength through their churches, which enabled them to construct
networks of information and community support, and .maintain
civic_pride in the. face of dehumanizing treatment. Such religious
networks were crucial in helping the black community cope with
segregation. By 1915, black churches in Fort Myers included the
Stjohn Missionary Baptist (802 Evans), the Friendship Missionary
Baptist (106 Orange), the Colored Methodist Episcopal (CME)
(102 Lime) and the Mt Olive African Methodist Episcopal [AME]
(349 Hough) Churches. These institutions took responsibility for
educating their parishioners' children by working with the Lee
75
76
77

Fort Myers Press, January 26, 1915.
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County Board for Public Instruction, effectively as subordinate
partners. For example, Pink White received $10 a month from the
Board on behalf of the Baptists in 1897. 78 In 1904, White arranged
for the St John Missionary Baptist Church to sell its land to the
LCBPI for $50.00. 79 In 1900, the CME pastor,J.D. Bellamy, had written to the Press on behalf of the Committee to appeal for funding
to fix up the schoolhouse in the church. 80 The CME members were
trustees of the colored school that year. 81
Black women also played key roles in this period. Whilst the
men were organizing through the Colored Knights of Pythias, 8 2
the women had a colored branch of the WCTU, which advocated female suffrage, reductions in poverty and the prohibition of
alcohol. A meeting of the WCTU chaired by Melissa Jones in 1910
included papers entitled "A Second Emancipation" and "Why Federal Relief is Sought." 83 Jones is a fascinating example of a black
female activist in this period who passed on her political commitment to her daughters. A devout member of the AME. Church,
she sent three of her nine daughters to the Emerson Memorial
School in Ocala, and another daughter to study music at Boylan
Home School in Jacksonville. A fifth daughter was president of the
Epworth League, and her eldest daughter, Luna Price Jones, was a
missionary in Liberia, Africa. 84 However, the opportunities Melissa
Jones gave her daughters also indicate a drain of black talent away
from Fort Myers, as only one daughter was living in Fort Myers
when Melissa died in 1943 at the age of 92. 85
Jones and her colleagues probably assisted black males in
resisting disfranchisement in this period. No woman of any color
78
79
80
81
82

83
84
85

Fort Myers Press, February 11 , 1897.
Lee County D eed Book 18, 217. Lee County Clerk of Courts Official Records
Search, http: / / apps.leeclerk.org/ OR/ Search.aspx (accessed June 10, 2015) .
Donald 0. Stone and Beth W . Carter, First 100 Years; L ee County Public Schools
1887-1987 (Fort Myers, FL: School Board of Lee County, 1987) , 43.
Matthews, "The African American Experience," 174.
A secre t organization offering mutual aid, but also intending-to "destroy caste
and color prejudices" in its pledge cited by Paul Ortiz, Emancipation Betrayed:
The Hidden History of Black Organizing and White Violen ce in Florida from Reconstruction to the Bloody Election of 1920 (Berkeley: University of California Press,
2006), 116. It was first listed in Polk's Fort Myers City Directory in 1927 as
"Knights of Pythias Hall" a t 132 Lemon Street. On its wider significance, see
Ortiz, 116-118.
Fort Myers Press,June 30, 1910.
Ibid., February 28, 1907.
Fort M yers News-Press, October 24, 1943. The article stated she had lived in Fort
Myers for 42 years. Clara Jones had married John Session and was known as
Clara S. Sessio:i; cf. R.L. Polk's Fort Myers City Directory, 1954.
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could vote at this time, but the activism of the WCTU suggests that
women were working behind the scenes to ensure their men registered. The voter registration records of Fort Myers and Lee County
show the number of registered "colored" voters as follows: 13 in
1895, 25 in 1897, 26 in 1898, 34 in 1899, 40 in 1901, and 58 in
1904. 86 There were 45 black male heads of household in the county in the 1900 census, so it would seem that there was a successful registration drive targeting black adult males. 87 As was noted
above, Lee County had the highest rate of African American male
adult literacy in Florida in 1910, therefore attempts to use literacy
tests to restrict voting would have been less effective had they been
attempted. 88 Moreover, in 1904 the names Anderson Brown, J.H.
Edwards, Bosen Hargrett,J.W. McCorpin, Austin Payne, C.F. Price,
Eli Tillis and Pink White were restored to the electoral register,
having previously been "illegally stricken from the registration
books." 89 This would presumably have required some organization
on behalf of those names.
However, this vote was rendered powerless by the fact that
only whites could vote in Florida primaries for the Democratic
Party, which had a monopoly of power in the state. The Republican Party did not contest elections in Lee County at this time;
the first ever opposition to the Democrats came from the Socialist
Party in 1904. 90
The year 1904 also provides evidence of activism towards economic self-organization of the type favored by Booker T. Washington. Evans H. Brown addressed a meeting aimed at setting up a
joint stock company for blacks in Lee County. The Press began its
report of this event with the derisory and insulting sentence "Ha ha
ha!" 91 This is significant in indicating that black 'self-improvement'
was now disdained or disbelieved by the editor of the Press, whereas
86

87

88
89
90
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Lee County Genealogical Society, Voter R.egistration R.ecords: Town of Fort Myers
and Lee County, Florida (Fort Myers: Lee County Genealogical Society, Inc.,
2010), 10-11,20-22, 39-40, 50-51, 56-58, 68-70, http:/ / www.leecountygenealogy.
org/ cpage.php?pt+63 (accessed August 15, 2105).
Year: 1900, Census Place: Fort Myers, Lee, Florida; Roll: 172; Page: 3A; Enumeration District: 0077; FHL microfilm: 1240172Ancestry.com, http: / / search.
ancestry.com/ search/ db.aspx?dbid=7602 (accessed August 4, 2012).
"County-Level Results."
Lee County Genealogical Society, Voter R.egistration R.ecords, 67 .
Regulations for the Democrat primary, stipulating a whites-only voting rule,
were published in the Fort Myers Press regularly in the early months of 1904.
The Socialist Party's challenge was mentioned in the paper throughout the
Fall of that year.
Fort Myers Press, October 6, 1904.
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reports before 1900 had indicated some willingness to applaud
black "success" in business or community life.
Signs of black resistance were also counterbalanced by
moments when letters from a black person appeared in the Press
that expressed compliance with racist doctrine. In 1906, Reverend
Marcellus D. Potter, who was also a teacher, had a long letter published including the phrases "We regard the white as the dominant
race" and "We feel our dependency." 92 Potter, who subsequently
moved to Tampa and founded a black newspaper, was taking the
"accommodationist" approach favored by Booker T. Washington
nationally, and which was also a feature of Tampa politics at this
time (Washington visited Tampa in 1912) .93 This surfaced again
in 1911 when eighteen blacks in Fort Myers submitted a statement
expressing the view that "the lawless element of our race are doing
too badly against the well being of our city. " 94

Law Enforcement and the Lynching of 1924
As Shofner's research, noted above, has highlighted, law
enforcement norms concerning racial groups in Florida owed
much to the 1865-1866 "black codes" and to the ways in which
extralegal violence was used to quash Reconstruction in the 1870s.
The legal parameters of race ensured that alleged violence by
blacks would be punished far more severely than any violence
by whites, and that this violence could be extralegal without any
censure from the press or prosecution by the courts. In 1896, for
example, the Press reported the likely fate of a "negro" who had
allegedly attacked a young man in Marco with an axe, noting that
"Our people are greatly excited over the affair and should the
negro meet his just deserts, it would be a good thing and save the
county a big expense." This report can be coupled with one from
the same month stating that "Austin Williams, colored" was given
"20 years hard labor in the penitentiary" for "assault with the intent
to kill" whilst John Lock was given only a "fine of $25 and costs"
despite carving "a complete map of the Cuban war" on the "physiognomy" of his victim with his "razzer." 95 Florida was thus operating a combination of extralegal killing (lynching) and legal racism
in sentencing, which also had the effect of providing unpaid black
92
93
94
95

Ibid., October 18, 1906.
Hewitt, Southern Discomfort, 160-165.
Fort Myers Press, July 6, 1911.
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labor to the state, although it is unclear from the sources whether
this was connected to convict-leasing.
An article in 1914 stated that the mayor and police were sweeping Safety Hill for "a rounding up" of "wrong-doers" and that "in
consequence nearly half of Safety Hill was in court, either in the
capacity of defendants, witnesses or sympathizing friends." 96 Such
a large volume of arrests indicates a targeting of the area by police
on racial grounds .
The lynching of 1924 reflects both a demonization of black
males as perpetually violent and a deep paranoia concerning their
sexual desires for white girls and women. These twin ideologies
were so deep-rooted in the white psyche that lynching was often a
latent threat in any Florida town in the period 1885-1930. No matter how kindly middle-class blacks were being treated, there were
sexual norms applied to perceived interactions between blacks and
whites that could be enforced with extralegal violence if they were
believed to have been breached. These norms have been traced
to the antebellum period by Bertram Wyatt-Brown, whose work
claims that lynching was an extreme manifestation of medieval rituals -of charivari, combined with the importance attached to white
family honor, in which blacks were perceived to be threatening. 97
Such norms and mentalities were likely to have been reinforced by
white migration into Fort Myers from states such as Georgia and
the Carolinas as well as from northern and central Florida. For
example, they were present in the views of Mary Burrell and Governor Sidney]. Catts cited above. However, the likelihood that these
norms would lead to lynching depended also on the relative political power of the federal government and judiciary to influence
southern states. Lynching declined when the Deep South could
not isolate itself economically and politically from the national
taboo on extralegal killing. 98
These normative parameters influenced how the authorities
dealt with the lynching of two black teenagers, aged just 16 and 14,
in Fort Myers on May 25 and 26, 1924. 99 The two boys, Milton Williams and RJ.Johnson, were assumed to be guilty of assaulting two
96
97
98
99

Ibid., May 28, 1914.
Bertram Wyatt-Brown, Honor and Viol,ence in the Old South (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1986), 187-213.
Walter Howard, Lynchings: Extralegal Violence in Florida during the 1930s (Lincoln, NE: Authors Choice Press, 1995), 133-144.
·
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young "school girls," although no details of the assault or the ages
of the victims were given. Johnson was captured by the lynch mob
when it supposedly "over-powered" the sheriff, J.E. Albritton, who
was holding him in the jail. Williams was found hiding in a rail car.
The delay in finding Williams meant that the two boys were identified and lynched separately over the course of two days. 100
The nature of the lynching suggests that the purpose was partly
one of spectacle. The bodies of the victims were "riddled with bullets and dragged through the streets to the Safety Hill section." 101
This latter fact indicates the collusion of the authorities, given the
unlikelihood that a mob could drag two bodies over considerable
distances on public streets without police intervention. Both bodies were hanged. 102 The locations of the hangings were identified
by witness Mary Primus Ware in an article published in the NewsPress in 1976. Johnson was hung from a tree "where the [Dunbar]
Recreation Center swimming pool is now"; Williams was shot at
the same site and his body was then "dragged behind a truck full
of celebratin' white people" up Cranford Avenue to the business
district known as The Bottom, where it was hung outside a store. 103
The County Judge, coroner ex-officio N.G. Stout, swore in six
jurors on the same morning as the lynching: CJ. Stubbs, C .C . Pursley, Vernon Widerquist, Alvin Gorton, W.W. White and Thomas].
Evans. They reached a decision that the two youths met their deaths
"By the hands of parties unknown, and we herewith wish to commend the Sheriff and his entire force for the earnest efforts made
by them in their attempt to carry out the duties of their office."
The coroner was the same man whose five-year-old daughter
had used the word "nigger" in 1910. 104 The jurors were all white
and had steady careers. For example, Widerquist was the President
of the Fort Myers Chamber of Commerce; Stubbs was a real estate
broker from South Carolina who was a partner in Bartleson Huff
Realty Co ., which granted the restrictive covenant deeds discussed
above, and who had once employed Pink White as a housekeeper;
Pursley was a cashier at the First National Bank; Thomas J. Evans
100 Steve Dougherty, "Terror of a Sunday," Fort M yers News-Press, April 25, 1976, ID,
5D and 6D.
101 Fort Myers Press, May 26, 1924. John~on was misidentified as "Bubbers Wilson"
in all contemporary accounts; a fact which stemmed from the inquest jurors'
verdict printed in the Press.
102 Los Angeles Times, May 27, 1924, 4. This fact was omitted by the Press.
103 Dougherty, "Terror of a Sunday."
104 Fort Myers Press, February 24, 1910.
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was an agent for Standard Oil; Gorton was a county commissioner
in two spells between 1929 and 1958.
The lynching of Williams and Johnson was defended by the
Press with the headline, "Negroes pay penalty for horrible crime
committed yesterday." The paper simply assumed that the boys had
been guilty, despite supplying no evidence, and its headline clearly
implied that the lynching was a fair "penalty." 105
There is evidence that threats of lynching had earlier been
used in Fort Myers to pressure circuit judges into speeding up
cases. On October 6, 1911, the Tampa Tribune carried a story about
"Albert Wright, the negro who shot Leo Ramirez." Sheriff Tippins
of Fort Myers had apparently contacted Judge Whitney with hints
that Wright would be lynched if a trial was not speedily conducted.
Whitney had changed his schedule accordingly, leading the Tribune
to note euphemistically that "This prompt action on the part of
Judge Whitney has caused feeling to quiet down to a considerable
extent" and that "it is generally admitted that it is due to the confidence the people of Fort Myers have in Judge Whitney's ability
and integrity of purpose that the law will be permitted to take its
course." 106
This final phrase, "the law will be permitted to take its course,"
shows how lynchings were either averted or permitted. The sheriff
would take the temperature of the mob and would then take action
to placate it. The judges appear to have been pawns in this game,
knowing that the defendant would be lynched if not found guilty.
Such was justice in the Jim Crow South, and Fort Myers was no
exception.
The culpability of Sheriff Albritton for this lynching was highlighted by a witness in 1976, who stated that the lynching would
have been averted by regular sheriff, Frank Tippins, who was on
a hiatus from that post in 1924. 107 A lynching two years later in
nearby LaBelle did result in the disciplining of that city's sheriff. On May 11, 1926, a road worker named Henry Patterson was
lynched in a particularly gruesome manner after approaching a
white woman to request a drink of water. The motive of the lynchers was apparently aggravated by anger among local young white
men due to the fact that the road jobs had been given to blacks

105 Ibid., May 26, 1924.
106 Tampa Tribune, October 6, 1911.
107 Dougherty, "Terror of a Sunday."
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instead of local whites. 108 Several men were arrested for the crime
but the case was thrown out in December 1926 due to the refusal of
intimidated witnesses to identify the culprits. However, the Grand
Jury condemned the sheriff's handling of the case and this rebuke
led to his removal. 109
Conclusion: After the Lynching

The process by which Safety Hill coped with the psychological
scars of the lynching is difficult to document. It is known, however,
that the area acquired a far better school in 1927, namely Dunbar
High School on High Street. This was primarily due to the efforts
of its first principal, James Robert Dixon, and the white educator,
Superintendent]. Colin EnglishY 0 We may therefore infer that
blacks became even more committed to education at this point,
motivated perhaps in part by a desire to move away, which many
subsequently did.
Safety Hill had already opened a makeshift hospital by the time
of the lynching.Jones-Walker Hospital, located on High Street, was
named after the aforementioned Melissa Jones and her WCTU
associate, Candis Walker, who had together helped raise funds for
it at church gatherings. However, the hospital could not handle
X-rays and specialized tests, which meant some patients were transferred to and from Lee Memorial Hospital by means of an "ambulance" adapted from a funeral car loaned from the funeral homes
on Anderson Avenue. 111 There were also some success stories in
Safety Hill, notably the beauty parlor of Ella Piper on Evans Avenue
and the jazz concerts staged at McCollum Hall on Anderson Avenue. Ella Piper was also a social activist in Fort Myers in the 1930s,
mirroring the role that beauticians played in female social activism
in Tampa.112
There is evidence that the Edisun family g~ve its patronage to
Safety Hill; for example, Mina Edison visited Dunbar High School
108 Baltimore Afro American, May 22, 1926, 1. The Lewiston Daily Sun, December 1,
1926, reported that his "captors stamped [on] his face and cut his body with
knives ."
109 Jerrell H. Shofner, 'Judge Herbert Rider and the Lynching at LaBelle," Florida
Historical Quarterly, 59, no . 3(January1981): 292-306.
llO Matthews, "The African American Experience," 249-250.
ll l Roger D. Scott, 'Jones-Walker Hospital - Part II," Lee County Medical Society,
Inc., Bulletin 33, no. 1 (April 2009), 3, http :/ / tinyurl.com/ pq35sx7 (accessed
June 12th, 2013).
ll2 Hewitt, Southern Discomfort, 230.
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and the Safety Hill Garden Club. 113 Her symbolic acts of white "tolerance" may seem to indicate that there was still a willingness by
some whites to accept certain blacks who "knew their place," but
this "place" was nonetheless a firmly segregated one; Mina Edison
was venturing into the black area of the city, but African Americans
were not roaming freely in white spaces.
In the 1930s, the election of a progressive administration to
the White House did not significantly reduce formal racial inequality in the South. The New Deal, intentionally or not, gave a boost
to Jim Crow and racialized labor. When the Roosevelt administration pumped money into Fort Myers through the WPA to boost
employment, the investment benefited mainly whites. For example, WPA money was spent on the Lee Memorial Hospital, at a cost
of $200,000, despite the fact that, as noted above, blacks were only
allowed to visit the facility for specialized tests that were unavailable anheJones-Walker Hospital. 114 The administration's labor and
welfare laws also excluded agricultural workers and domestics from
its protections. 115
In conclusion, white patronage did not alter the fact that race
Felations in Fort Myers, from the arrival of the railroad in 1904
up to the 1960s, were set by aJim Crow culture that had much in
common with racism elsewhere in the Deep South. The lynching
of 1924 had both confirmed and symbolized the enforcement of
the Deep South's racial codes, despite the twisted journey that relations between blacks and whites experienced before and after the
lynching. There were many different routes to Jim Crow, and that
of Fort Myers was never straight or uncomplicated, but the result
was no less difficult for many of its victims.
113 Tom Smoot, The Edisons ofFort Myers: Discoveries of the Heart (Sarasota, FL: Pineapple Press, 2004), 277, 281.
114 Scott, 'Jones-Walker Hospital - Part II," 3. The original building had been
named by the United Daughters of the Confederacy. Prudy Taylor Board,
Remembering Fort Myers: The City of Palms (Charleston, SC: The History Press,
2006), 58. This same organization later arranged for a statue of Robert E. Lee
to be erected in Fort Myers. The statue still stood in 2015.
115 Juan F. Perea, "The Echoes of Slavery: Recognizing the Racist Origins of the
Agricultural and Domestic Worker Exclusion from the National Labor Relations Act" (Social Science Research Network, July 19, 2010), http: //moritzlaw.osu.edu/ students/ groups/ oslj / files / 2012/ 04/ 72.l.perea_.pdf (accessed
December 15, 2013).
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'Gators Making Merry in Cuba:
The University of Florida Football Team in
Havana, December 1912
by Michael T. Wood
wo vertically arranged photographs of the University of
Florida's football team wearing bathing suits on a beach
appear in the 1913 edition of the school's yearbook, The
Seminole. The top picture shows the squad in formation, ready to
run offensive drills. In the bottom one, every player smiles for the
camera as they form a human pyramid. A caption under the two
photos reads, "'Gators making merry in Cuba." 1
In December 1912, the University of Florida football team travelled "expenses paid" to Havana for two games against the Vedado
Tennis Club (V.T.C.) and Club Atletico de Cuba (C.A.C.). Being a
relatively new institution, the Unive!:sity of Florida fielded its first
varsity football team in 1906, and competed primarily against colleges and athletic clubs in Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina
in the program's first six seasons. The international trip came at
the close of the 'Gators' first season as a member of the Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association (S.I.A.A.) and their third
consecutive year as state champions of Florida. An article from
the student newspaper reflects that ' 'one has a mingled feeling of

T
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1
The Seminole (Gainesville, FL: Pepper Publishing & Printing Co ., 1913), 101.
Hereinafter The Seminole ( 1913) .
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pride and regret" about the team's performance. They won three
home games against the University of South Carolina, the College
of Charleston, and Stetson (their bitter rival at the time), and tied
a contest against Mercer inJacksonville. The 'Gators lost two hard
fought games against their toughest opponents, Mike Donahue's
Auburn squad and John Heisman's Georgia Tech team. Despite
the imperfect record, the author remains optimistic about the
future by predicting "we will next year be able to take up our place
permanently as one of the contenders for the highest SJ.A.A. honors." Building upon their respectable debut, the postseason trip to
Cuba would further establish the University of Florida football program's place in its new conference, since three other conference
teams had played games against Cuban teams. 2
The 'Gators' squad departed Gainesville at noon on December 20, riding a train to Tampa where they stayed overnight at
the TalJlpa Bay Hotel. The following afternoon, they dominated
an exhibition game against a local team by a score of 44 to 0. On
December 22, the University of Florida travelling party, including
Archie P. Buie,]. M. ·coarsey,John B. Sutton, R. Borden Wilson, A.
A. Baker, G. Merritt, H. Pounds, Harvey S. Hester, Louis E. Tenny,
J. -R. Bullock, Earle A. Taylor, S. W. Lawler, Jr., Paul R. Beeler, and
Alvin G. Shands, along with head coach George E. Pyle, boarded
the Peninsular and Occidental (P. & 0.) steamship, S. S. Olivette,
and set out for Key West and ultimately Havana. Upon their arrival,
members from tlie V.T.C. met the 'Gators dockside and escorted
them by automobile around the "historic points of interest in
Havana." During their visit on the island, the Florida coach and
players stayed at the historic Hotel Plaza, went to the beach (as
documented by the yearbook photos), and attended "various social
fol-der-ols" including "an affair" at the V.T.C. 's new clubhouse and
an excursion on a yacht. 3
2

3

"Big 'Gators Abroad," The Florida Alligator, December 17, 1912; "Florida's
Football In Retrospect," The Florida Alligator, December 10, 1912; The Seminole
(1913) , 96-97. Even though the modern University of Florida resulted from
the consolidation of four institutions in 1905, the school recognizes the founding date of East Florida Seminary in 1853 as its official origin. Regarding early
games played between S.l.A.A. member institutions and Cuban teams, Louisiana State University defeated the University of Havana in December 1907,
Tulane University lost to the C.A.C. in January 1910, and Mississippi A&M
defeated the C.A.C. inJanuary 1912.
"The Alligators' Travels," Florida Alligator, January 7, 1913; "Big 'Gators
Abroad," Florida Alligator, December 17, 1912; The StJminole (1913), 44, 55-51 ,
153; The Seminole (Gainesville, FL: Pepper Publishing & Printing Co., 1914), 39,
49, 63, 171. Hereinafter TheSeminole(l914); "Football Game This Afternoon,"
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The Unive rsity of Florida football team, 1912. Photograph courtesy of the University
of Florida, Smathers Library Special and Area Studies Collections, University
Archive s.

In addition to their voyage, sightseeing, and other assorted
entertainment, the players also took part in a couple of football
games. On Christmas Day, the University of Florida squad easily
defeated the V.T.C team by a score of 27 to 0, in front of approximately 1,500 spectators at Almendar~s Park. Florida halfback Louis
Tenny scored all four of the 'Gators' touchdowns, throwing a
touchdown pass to Harvey Hester in the first quarter and rushing
for a touchdown in each of the three remaining quarters. Earle
Taylor converted on three extra point kicks. As for the hosting
V.T.C. eleven, several Cuban accounts attributed the loss to poor
line play and their lack of practice. After such a lackluster performance against their visitors, most Cuban sportswriters expected a
better match when the North Americans faced the C.A.C. "Tigres,"
Havana Daily Post, December 25, 1912. According to the University of Florida
vs. V.T.C. game program and confirmed through cross-referencing an account
of the game from the Cuban newspaper, Diario de la Marina, the Florida starting line-up was: Hester at left end, Coarsey at left tackle, Sutton at left guard,
Wilson at center, Baker at right guard, Merritt at right tackle, Pounds at right
end, Buie at quarterback, Tenny at left halfback, Bullock at right halfback,
and Taylor at fullback. Lawler, Beeler, and Shands were substitutes. All players
appear in the 1913 yearbook as members of fraternities and academic clubs, as
well as athletic lettermen.
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the strongest American-style football team on the island, who won
a game against Tulane inJanuary 1910 and lost a closely contested
game against Mississippi A&M College (now Mississippi State University) inJanuary 1912.4
The second contest, held three days later, again at Almendares
Park with a similarly sized crowd, ended in controversy after a
scoreless, hard fought first quarter. Responsibility for the incident
depends on one's point-of-view, but the trouble stemmed from confusion over the game's rules. The 'Gators' coach spent most of the
first period arguing with the referees over holding penalties called
against his squad and their failure to call or fully enforce penalties against the home squad. The contentious situation reached a
climax when the referees penalized the C .A.C. five yards instead
of the mandatory fifteen yards for illegally pushing or pulling the
ball carri_er on offense. The rule in question, passed in 1910 and
reaffirmed in 1912, discouraged "mass play" because of its association with the numerous injuries and deaths that occurred at every
level of Ameri~an football during the first decade of the twentieth century. Pyle protested by refusing to send his team on the
field at the beginning of the second quarter. From there the game
devolved into a near riot, including a brief melee involving the two
teams and some of the spectators. Cuban police restored order
and arrested Pyle for "violating a Cuban law forbidding the suspension of a game -for which gate money has been charged." The
game officials awarded the win to the C.A.C. by forfeit, and, upon
his release, Pyle and his team slipped back to the United States.
Unsurprisingly, a wire service reported afterward, "Much ill-feeling
has been engendered over the incident." American football games
between U .S. and Cuban teams did not resume until December
1915, and a team from the University of Florida did not compete
agains_t another Cuban team until 1929. 5
4

5

"Florida University Eleven Puts It All Over Vedado Tennis Club," Havana Daily
Post, December 26, 1912; "Foot-Ball," Diario de la Marina, December 26, 1912;
"27 Puntos El Florida; Cero El Vedado," La Noche, December 26, 1912; "El
'Vedado Tennis' sufri6 un desastre," El Triunfo, December 26, 1912; "Los Floridanos Aniquilaron Al V.T.C.," Cuba, December 26, 1912.
"Gran Match De Foot Ball," Cuba, December 28, 1912; "The Alligators' Travels," Florida Alligator, January 7, 1913; "Football Row In Havana," New York
Times, December 29, 1912; "Los Patos Se Rajaron," La Lucha, December 29,
1912, 5; '~Los Floridanos Se Rajaron AyerY Abandonaron El Terreno," La Discussion, December 29, 1912. For a detailed account of rule changes and the
formation of "modern football," see: John S. Watterson, College Football: History,
Spectacle, Controversy (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2000),
120-140. According to my research, the next international match occurred
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As the narrative above suggests, the University of Florida football team's postseason adventure in 1912 was much more complex than the holiday scenes shown in the yearbook photos and
described by their caption. They travelled on trains and steamships, toured Havana in automobiles, stayed at one of the best
hotels on the island, celebrated Christmas as guests in a foreign
country, and played, or attempted to play, two football games. As
for their hosts, the V.T.C challenged the 'Gators to the games, organized and funded their trip, and entertained them during their
stay in Havana. Even with the second game's controversial ending,
the Florida squad returned home with a great story and the C.A.C.
maintained their reputation . These events also provide an opportunity for a deeper analysis.
To achieve that end, this article will employ a new cultural sport
history methodology. New cultural sport history combines elements
of the "cultural turn" in the study of history with sport history.
More specifically, it will use an interpretative approach to culture
inspired by the model Michael Oriard establishes in his book, Reading Football (1993). Oriard treats print media coverage of college
football games from 1876 to 1913 as "cultural texts" through which
he observes the relationship between football and themes such as
race, class, gender, and modernity. Likewise, this work will consider print accounts of the games between the University of Florida
and the two Cuban athletic clubs as cultural texts, and use them
as a means to study class, modernit:i national identity, and gender.
Drawing from this analysis, it will show that American football held
a comparable place in the U.S. South and in Havana and that these
games suggest that a transnational upper-/ upper-middle-class sport
culture existed between the United States and Cuba in the first half
of the twentieth century.6

6

between Florida Southern College and the C.A.C. on Christmas Day 1915 in
Havana. The next time a team fr~m the University of Florida competed against
a Cuban team took place on November 30, 1929, when its freshman squad
played a game against the University of Havana varsity eleven in Tampa.
Jaime Schultz, "Leaning into the Turn: Towards a New Cultural Sport History,"
Sporting Traditions 27 (November 2010): 49-50, 53-59; Michael Oriard, Reading
Football: How the Popular Press Created-an A mericfl,n Spectacle (Chapel Hill: U niversity of North Carolina Press, 1993), 10-17. Oriard derives the use of sporting
events as "texts" from Clifford Geertz's influential essay entitled, "Deep Play:
Notes on the Balinese Cockfight," from his book The Interpretation of Cultures
(New York: Basic Books, 1973) . Geertz contends that cockfights in Bali were
more than a pastime; they were cultural events that provided insight, symbolically and metaphorically, of the social order and cultural norms of Balinese
society. Viewing these cockfights -as "cultural texts" provides Geertz with an
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Additionally, this article will contribute a study of American
football to the growing historical literature of the Cuban republic.
In State of Ambiguity: Civic Life and Culture in Cuba's First Republic
(2014), editors Steven Palmer, Jose Antonio Piqueras, and Amparo
Sanchez Cobos contend that the majority of the historiography portrays the Cuban republic as being a "failure, discontinuity, deformation, and illegitimacy." Additionally, with U.S. intervention in 1898
and the passage of the Platt Amendment in 1902, Cuba did not
achieve full independence or social revolution. North American
political, economic, and cultural hegemony prevented these goals
for nearly sixty years. Thus, most scholarship focuses U.S. influence
and interventions, attempts to achieve racial progress, local political corruption, resistance to oppressive regimes, or Cuban collaboration with the United States to protect narrow interests. This
approach dismisses the stories of many Cubans whose experiences
"were as real as any others, as authentically Cuban as any others."
Most academic works on Cuban sport history focus on baseball or
professional boxing during the republican period because of their
relative popularity and racial inclusiveness. American football, a
sport played within Havana's social athletic club culture, becomes
marginalized or characterized as part of U.S. cultural imperialism.
Deviating from these paradigms, this article will treat American
football as a North American cultural form freely adopted by those
who played the sport in Cuba, and its supporters as active participants in the new republican society, adapting the sport to suit their
self-interests, not as "empty vessels" or "passive recipients of new
values." 7
~

7

entry-point to gain greater understanding of the local culture. Oriard applies
this approach to American football.
First and second quote from: Steven Palmer, Jose Antonio Piqueras, and
Amparo Sanchez Cobos, State of Ambiguity: Civic Life and Culture in Cuba's First
Republic (Durham: Duke University Press, 2014), 7; Examples of the historiography of the Cuba in the first half of the twentieth century: Jules Robert
Benjamin, The United States and Cuba: Hegemony and Dependent Development,
1880-1934 (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1974); Louis A. Perez,
Cuba under the Platt Amendment, 1902-1934 (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh
Press, 1991); Alejandro De La Fuente, A Nation for All: R.ace, Inequality, and
Politics in Twentieth-Century Cuba (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 2001); Luis A. Aguilar, Cuba 1933: Prologue to Revolution (New York: W.
W. Norton and Company, Inc., 1972); Examples of works on Cuban baseball
and prizefighting: Roberto Gonzalez Echevarria, The Pride of Havana: A History of Cuban Baseball, (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999); Peter C.
Bjarkman, A History of Cuban Baseball, 1864-2006 (Jefferson, NC: McFarland,
2007); Enver M. Casimir, "Contours of Transnational Contact: Kid Chocolate,
Cuba, and the United States in the 1920s and 1930s," journal of Sport History 39
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One of the two dominant narratives in Reading Football derived
from Casper Whitney's representation of early American football
as an aristocratic or "gentlemanly sport." American football originated at elite colleges in the northeastern United States in the
late nineteenth century, and quickly spread to campuses across the
country. This close association between the sport and higher education in the United States "entangled it in class issues." For the
purposes of this study, "class" will be defined using a neo-Weberian
model consisting of four social classes: the dominant entrepreneurial and propertied groups (upper-class), the petty bourgeoisie
(upper-middle-class), workers with formal credentials (middleclass), and unskilled laborers (working-class). According to Max
Weber, life chances drive the formation of social classes in capitalist
societies. Social mobility exists, both upward and downward, as a
function of life chances. Additionally, class-consciousness or class
identification arises through status groups. Status groups consist of
formal or informal organizations whose members join specifically
because they share common characteristics with other individuals
within the group. Thus, social classes can be identified through
economic outcomes as a result of life chances and/or through
membership in various status groups. This is the point where sport
intersects with status groups and class identity.8
In City Games ( 1989), Steven A. Riess argues that in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, "sport came to mark
social boundaries and to define status_ communities." Participation
in certain pastimes reflected membership in elite status groups.
Riess attributes American football's appeal to "upper- and uppermiddle-class urban youth" to the fact it was "a violent and virile
sport that stood for honorable values in stark contrast to the corruption, greed, and materialism of the Gilded Age." This "manly
game played by gentlemen" allowed_its participants to display the

8

(2012); Enrique Encinosa, Azucary Chocolate: HistoriaDelBoxeo Cubano (Miami:
Ediciones Universal, 2004); Paula]. Pettavino and Geralyn Pye, Sport in Cuba:
The Diamond in the Rough, (Pittsburgh : University of Pittsburgh Press, 1994),
54; Third quote from: Louis A. Perez, Jr., On Becoming Cuban (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 1999), 159-163, 256; Gerald R. Gems, The
Athletic Crusade: Sport and American Cultural Imperialism, (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 2006), 89, 91.
Oriard, R.eading Football, 153-155; Oriard, King Football: Sport and Spectacle in
the Golden Age of Radio and Newsreels, Movies and Magazines, the Weekly and the
Daily Press (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2001), 227, 231;
Richard Breen, "Chapter 2: Foundations of a neo-Weberian Class Analysis," ed.
Erik Olin Wright, Approaches to Class Analysis (New York: Cambridge University
Press, 2005), 31-50.
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noble virtues of the "aristocratic amateur" such as courage, selfsacrifice, discipline, and valuing reputation above monetary gain.
American football became the "training ground for America's ruling class," allowing for the exhibition of physical strength, toughness, bravery, self-control, and honor, while also encouraging the
development of the mental skills and character necessary to excel
in industrial America. By the mid-1890s, American football spread
to colleges and athletic clubs across the United States, and to similar institutions in Cuba by the middle of the following decade. 9
In The Promise of the New South (2007), Edward L. Ayers observes
that football "entered at the top of the southern social order and
trickled down." In the late-1880s and early-1890s, northerners who
migrated to the South or southerners educated in the Northeast
introduced the sport to students at southern colleges and universities and to members of southern urban athletic clubs. These
"football missionaries" served as agents of cultural diffusion. They
brought the sport to the South where it quickly gained popularity
among those at the top the region's new social order. The "new
middle class," consisting of "some recruits from the old planter
class," members of an emerging entrepreneurial class whose wealth
derived from manufacturing and commerce, and other professionals embraced football as a cultural component of their "New
South" industrialization and modernization program. The "new
middle class" in southern cities spent their increasing disposable
income and leisure time attending college football games as both
athletic contests and social events. Members of the upper- and
upper-middle-classes in the South emulated the cultural forms
of their contemporaries in the Northeast and the Midwest, and
sought broader acceptance from those groups through participation in the national sports culture. 10
In the state of Florida, Stetson College of DeLand and Florida
Agricultural College· of Lake City played the first intercollegiate
football game in Jacksonville on November 22, 1901. Other colleges including Rollins College of Winter Park, Florida State College
9

10

Steven A. Riess, City Games: The Evolution of American Urban Society and the Rise
of Sports (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1989), 55-58; Brian M . Ingrassia,
The Rise of Gridiron University: Higher Education's Uneasy Alliance with Big-Time
Football (Lawrence: University of Kansas Press, 2012), 37.
Edward L. Ayers, The Promise of the New South: Life After Reconstruction (New York:
Oxford University Press, 2007, 1992), 313; C. Vann Woodward, Origins of the
'New South, 1877-1913, (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1951,
1971), 151-153, 175-185.
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in Tallahassee, and the East Florida Seminary in Gainesville fielded
teams the following year and competed against one another. The
passage of the Buckman Act in 1905 rationalized higher education
in the state through the merging four state funded schools into
one university in Gainesville and also consolidated college football in the state with East Florida Seminary and Florida Agricultural College combining teams and Florida State College ending
its football program. The University of Florida fielded its first team
in 1906, coached by John Forsythe, who played at Clemson under
one of the most successful football missionaries and journeyman
coaches,John Heisman. George E. Pyle took over as coach in 1909,
and judging by the focus of study by players on his 1912 team, their
education at the University of Florida prepared them to enter the
"new middle class." For example, the team captain, quarterback
Archie R. Buie, studied law; halfback Louis E. Tenny concentrated on civil engineering; and halfback Earle A. Taylor majored in
mechanical engineering. In this way, students and football players
at the University of Florida in 1912 participated in and conformed
to the upper-/upper-middle-class class structure of the New South
by pursuing professions and playing American football. 11
During the late nineteenth century, which included nearly
thirty years of intermittent violence in the Ten Years War (186878), the Little War (1879-1880), and the War of Independence
(1895-1898), up to ten percent of the Cuban population left the
island, a majority of whom migrated to the United States. Expatriate communities arose in New York, Philadelphia, and Boston,
while cigar-manufacturing communities formed in Key West and
Tampa. Over time, many creol,e elites, a group consisting of Cubanborn landowners, professionals, and large business owners of European descent, established close ties with the United States. Wealthy
Cubans acquired dual-citizenship, attended or sent their children
to U.S. colleges and universities, married North Americans, and
acq~ired employment with U.S. companies. A generation of upperclass and upper-middle-class Cubans spent their formative years in
the United States and assimilated into U.S. society and culture. 12
In 1898, the United States intervened in the Cuban War oflndependence against Spain. Cuba gained nominal independence, but
11
12

Ric A. Kabat, "Before the Seminoles: Football at Florida State College, 19021904," Florida Historical Quarterly 70 (July 1991): 22; The Seminole ( 1913), 51; The
Seminole (1914), 39, 63.
Perez, On Becoming Cuban, 125.
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the U.S. government and North American capital secured hegemonic power over the Cuban state and economy. The new Cuban
republican social order resembled that of the U.S. South after the
Civil War and Reconstruction. The upper-class consisted of a few
landowners and planters left over from the colonial era and an
emerging urban business class. Professionals, government officials,
clerks and agents for North American businesses and banks, and
small business owners made up the upper-middle- and middleclasses. Creole elites, especially those returning to Cuba with ties to
the United States, figured prominently in all three groups. In the
first years of the twentieth century, individuals from these classes
formed athletic clubs and organized the athletic association at the
University of Havana. In 1905, members of the V.T.C. and students
at the University of Havana played the first American football game
in Cuba. The sport gained popularity within Havana's social athletic club culture, with these institutions organizing local leagues
and challenging U.S. colleges and universities to international
contests. The diffusion of American football to Cuba followed a
similar pattern as its spread to the U.S. South, with members of the
upper- and upper-middle-classes emulating the elite cultural forms
and participating in the broader sport culture of the northeastern
United States. 13
Even though the V.T.C. and C.A.C. competed against each
other, they were not necessarily considered to be of the same
social strata. Founded in 1902, the V.T.C. was an elite club with its
members being mostly of the upper-class creole elite, but it relaxed
admission standards to attract the best young athletes from the
Cuban upper- and upper-middle-class. As its name suggests, the
V.T.C originally focused on tennis as several of its founding members played the sport while living in the United States, but the club
quickly expanded its scope to include baseball, track and field,
crew, basketball, and American football. Wearing Yale's blue and
white and nicknamed the "Marquises," the V.T.C. promoted the
13

Jose Antonio Portuondo, "El Contenido Politico y Social de la Obra de Jose
Antonio Ramos," ed. Sonia Almazan del Olmo and Mariana Serra, Cultura
Cubana Siglo XX, Torno 1 (La Habana: Editorial Felix Varela, 2006), 78-80; Louis
A. Perez, Jr., Cuba and the United States: Ties of Singular Intimacy, 3rct ed., (Athens:
University of Georgia Press, 2003), 113-11 7; Carlos Marti, El Pais de la Riqueza
(Madrid: San Marcos, 1918), 173-174;Jose Sixto de Sola, "El Deporte Como
Factor Patri6tico y Sociol6gico," Cuba Contemporanea, Qune 1914): 131-140;
Carlos E. Reig Romero, "El deportista," Editorial Oriente and Ediciones La
Memoria, Mella: 100 Anos, Vol. 2 (La Habana: Centro Cultural Pablo de la Torriente Brau, 2003), 214.
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The Vedado Tennis Club football team, 1912. Photograph courtesy of the University
of Florida, Smathers Library Special and Area Studies Collections, University
Archives.

establishment of amateur athletics in Havana, particularly North
American sports. 14
In 1909, members from the Havana chapter of the Young
Men's Christian Association (la Asociaci6n Cristiana de Jovenes or
YMCA) football team merged with another athletic club called
"Havana Athletic Club" to form the C.A.C .. Dr. Jose Sixto de Sola,
an influential journalist and advocate for Cuban sports, distinguishes Atletico from the elite clubs by describing it as "un club
popular." Given its original association with the Havana YMCA and
another club whose members were educated in the United States,
one can assume it had an upper-middle-class and/ or middle-class
membership and following. Although more socially inclusive, the
C.A.C. competed against the V.T.C., the Havana Yacht Club, and
the University of Havana within the local social athletic club culture, and emulated Princeton by adopting orange and black as its
colors and Tigers ( Tigres) as its mascot. 15
14

15

Sixto de Sola, "El Deporte Como Factor Patri6tico y Sociol6gico," 131-140;
Roberto Gonzalez Echevarria, The Pride of Havana: A History of Cuban Baseball
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1999), 208-209.
Sixto de Sola, "El Deporte Como Factor Patri6tico y Sociol6gico," 137-138.
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The Club Atletico de Cuba football team, 1909. Photograph courtesy of the
University of Florida, Smathers Library Special and Area Studies Collections,
University Archives.

Several accounts of the games provide examples of the social
or class aspects of these contests. A preview of the Christmas Day
match between the 'Gators and the V.T.C. anticipates the game
to be "something of a social affair" with Cuban president-elect
General Mario Garcfa Menocal and other prominent families in
attendance. Likewise, a preview of the second contest in the local
newspaper, Cuba, specifically mentions distinguished Cubans who
pledged their support for the C.A.C. For example, the mayor of
Havana, General Fernando Freyre de Andrade, and his family
planned to attend the game, and the article suggested all citizens
should follow their example. In the wake of second game's abrupt
ending, an account from La Lucha scolds the North Americans
because their conduct failed to give the families present the respect
they deserved. In addition to the games taking p lace between
upper-/upper-middle-class institutions, these articles show upperclass Cubans, including government officials, attended the games
and possibly had their sensibilities offended by the visitors' dishonorable conduct during the C.A.C. game. 16
16

"Football Game This Afternoon," Havana Daily Post, December 25, 1912; "Florida University Eleven Puts It All Over Vedado Tennis Club," Havana Daily Post,
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In King Football, Oriard observes that images of football fans
from magazines and periodicals depicted wealthy, college-educated, well-dressed gentlemen and ladies. American football had a
clear connection with "upwardly mobile middle-class social life." A
similar observation can be made when examining the University of
Florida vs. V.T.C. game program. Printed mostly in Spanish, it contains a total of twenty-seven advertisements targeted to an upper-/
upper-middle-class audience. They can be divided into five categories: consumer goods, banking and finance , travel and tourism,
real estate development, and entertainment. Twenty-one of the ads
relate to consumer goods. Nine clothing stores offered the finest
in American and European styles for men and women, including
name brands such as Hart Schaffner & Marx and Steinberg Brothers. Five department stores and importers provided their patrons
the best in tools, kitchenware, local spirits, foreign wines, and other
luxuries. Of the three sporting goods stores, two focused on tennis gear, while the other sold baseball and football equipment. A
gramophone retailer presented customers with the latest home
entertainment, while three ads for a machinist, gasoline, and Continental Tires offered customers automobile-related services. 17
In addition to consumer goods, the advertisements also presented those in attendance at the game between the University of
Florida and the V.T.C. with business services, travel arrangements
and accommodations, investment opportunities, and choices for
entertainment in the city. Two banking and finance ads offered
life and automobile insurance. Advertisements for Peninsular and
Occidental (P&O) Steamships and the Hotel Plaza, the line the
University of Florida football team used to travel to Cuba and the
hotel where they stayed in Havana, offered affordable rates and
European and American accommodations. A real estate notice
offered investment opportunities in an exclusive beach neighborhood of Marianao, an area that would soon be the home of
Oriental Park and the Gran Casino. The last two ads, one for a
restaurant and the other for a movie theater, offered good food,
drinks, ice cream, and the latest weekly serials and Hollywood

17

December 26, 1912; "Gran Match De Foot Ball," Cuba, December 28, 1912;
"Los Patos Se Rajaron," La Lucha, December 29, 1912.
Michael Oriard, King Football, 225, 227-228; Football Program for University
of Florida Game against the Vedado Tennis Club, Cuba, 1912, Box 24, Folder
1996.9, University Archives Artifact Collection, University of Florida Archives,
George A. Smathers Library. Reference to pages: 4, 6, 8, 12, 14, 16, 20, 22, 24,
30, 32, back cover.
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films. Considering the advertisements together, their target audience at minimum conforms to Oriard's description of "upwardly
mobile middle-class social life" if not a more affluent clientele. 18
The other dominant narrative in early American football,
according to Reading Football, came from the "father" of the game,
Walter Camp. Camp described football as a "scientific" refinement
of previous forms of the sport, because it incorporated a clear "division of labor" with the unit working with "machine"-like efficiency.
The evolution of American football supports this assertion. The
first intercollegiate "football" game took place between Rutgers
and Princeton on November 6.!.--1869. The two teams played a modified form of English or Association football (soccer). Students at
other colleges in the northeastern United States also formed teams
and began challenging one another to soccer-style matches. In
1874, Harvard led a shift from soccer to rugby after hosting a series
of games against McGill University of Montreal, Canada. Two years
later, Harvard, Princeton, and Columbia formed the first Intercollegiate Football Association in 1876 (Yale joined in 1879), whereby
all member institutions adopted rugby as the accepted form of
intercollegiate football. Camp, a former captain of Yale's squad,
introduced new rules in the 1880s that altered the nature of the
game. The most notable of the changes were substituting the "lineof-scrimmage" for the rugby "scrum" and establishing "downs and
distances." The open, improvisational character of rugby gave way
to a compact, structured game where each side fought mini-battles
for a set distance every down. 19
By the mid-l 890s and early-l 900s, criticism over the rising
number of serious injuries and fatalities associated with American
football and the excesses of big-time college athletics threatened
the sport's existence. By the fall of 1905, President Theodore Roosevelt, a longtime proponent of a "strenuous life" and rugged sports
like American football, began to worry that the game's violence,
brutality, and unsportsmanlike play outweighed its positives. Partly
inspired by his sons' participation in the sport Ted was on Harvard's
freshman team while Kermit played at Groton, Roosevelt held a
meeting at the White House on October 9, with six representatives
from the Big Three-Walter Camp and John Owlsey of Yale, Bill
18
19

Football Program for University of Florida Game against the Vedado Tennis
Club, Cuba, 1912, pages: 4, 6, 8, 12, 14, 16, 20, 22, 24, 30, 32, back cover.
Oriard, Reading Football, 26, 148-150; Oriard, King Foo.tbal~ 227, 231; Mark Bernstein, Football: The Ivy League Origins of an American Obsession (Philadelphia:
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2001), 3-12.
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Reid and Edward Nichols of Harvard, and John Fine and Arthur
Hilldebrand of Princeton-and Secretary of State Elihu Root, at
which they discussed the issues confronting college football. The
representatives of the Big Three agreed "they would follow what
was already in the rule books and would honor the spirit of the
rules." Despite this accord, excessive violence and unsportsmanlike play continued. On November 25, Harold Moore, an end for
Union College, died as a result of an injury sustained in a game
against New York University (N.YU.). This high profile death led
Union College and Columbia University to abolish their football
programs. With the future of the sport in question, a series of conferences took place in December 1905, resulting in the creation of
a college sports governing body, the Intercollegiate Athletic Association of the United States (I.A.A.U.S.) , which would be renamed
the National Collegiate Athletic Association (N.C.A.A.) in 1910.
This new bureaucratic institution served as a platform to push
for reforms and to organize a rules committee. Even with efforts
to improve safety, American football remained violent after rule
changes adopted between 1906 and 1912, but the reforms preserved the sport's viability and its continued popularity by ending
"mass play," increasing the number of downs and required distance
to gain, introducing the forward pass and the "open game," and
adding more sophistication to the sport. American football thus
became the "modern" game of the industrial age. Fielding teams
and competing in games signified participation within the modern
American sport culture. 20
In the late nineteenth century, southern colleges and universities embraced the New South vision for the industrialization of the
southern economy and the rationalization of southern society as a
means for the region to regain lost influence and prestige. Federal
funds financed the creation of land-grant institutions devoted to
the study of engineering and agriculture. Colleges and universities
across the South implemented progressive reforms, such as the
reorganization of departments, the adoption of the "elective" system, and increased professionalism of the faculty. College sports
played an important role in this shift too. Historian Andrew Doyle
contends that, "progressive-minded southerners eager to build a
20

Oriard, Reading Football, 164-165; Watterson, CoUege Football, 64-79. For a
detailed and accessible account of college football in the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century, see John J. Miller, The Big Scrum: How Teddy
Roosevelt Saved Football (New York: Harper Collins, 2011).
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rationalized industrial society adopted the fashionable sport of
the northeastern bourgeoisie as a cultural component of their
modernization program." Consistent with New South ideals, the
founding of the University of Florida, as a result of the Buckman
Act of 1905, represents a clear example of a southern state's effort
to restructure higher education. It consolidated four schools:
East Florida Seminary, Florida Agricultural College (known as the
"University of Florida" at the time) of Lake City, St. Petersburg
Normal and Industrial School, and South Florida Military College of Bartow, to form the University of the State of Florida (later
shortened to the University of Florida in 1909) in Gainesville. The
University of Florida remained an all-male institution until 1947,
and racially segregated until 1958. The football program also contributed to the school's rationalization and modernization project.
Participation in the most "scientific" sport of the age signified its
inclusion in modern American sports culture. Competing in the
S.I.A.A. and travelling internationally to play Cuban teams placed
this relatively new, small university on par with other institutions
in the South. 21
Similar to this portion of New South ideology, a faction of
prominent Cubans in the early twentieth century advocated "Americanization" as a form of modernization built upon the social, economic, and cultural institutions of the United States. For example,
Colonel Eugenio -Silva, a former officer in the Cuban Liberation
Army, advocated "Americanization" as a means to defend cubanidad. He took the seemingly paradoxical position that Cubans must
"Americanize" to preserve their national identity. Silva argued that
by adopting the U.S. model of industrialization and modernization,
21

Michael Dennis, L essons in Progress: State Universities and Progressivism in the New
South, 1880-1920 (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2001), l; Dan R. Frost,
Thinking Confederates: Academia and the Idea of Progress in the New South (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2000), 46-52; Andrew Doyle, "Chapter 4:
Turning the Tide: College Football and Southern Progressivism," in The Sporting World of the Modern South, ed. Patrick B. Miller (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2002), 102. According to my count from the 1913 The Seminole, the
University of Florida had less than 300 students on campus in 1912. By comparison, the University of South Carolina had a student population of 443, and
Auburn (Alabama Polytechnic Institute) had an enrollment of 731 that same
year. Sources of enrollment statistics for the University of South Carolina and
Auburn: http: / / ipr.sc.edu/ enrollment/ historical/ 1805.htm and https:/ / web .
auburn.edu/ ir/ factbook/ enrollment/ enrtrends/ hefq.aspx (accessed on July
8, 2015). The University of South Carolina and Auburn were chosen because
the University of Florida football team played games against both schools during the 1912 season.
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they could undercut the primary reasoning for Cuba's limited sovereignty and meet the United States as peers, and like New South
ideology, his proposal also had a cultural component. Silva promoted Cuban participation in North American sports and international contests. Baseball and prizefighting were the most popular
sports in the United States and Cuba during this period and international contests in those sports have drawn the most attention
from scholars, but American football also had a place in the movement. As mentioned above, the University of Havana and Cuban
social athletic clubs organized football teams and a local league in
1905, and the University of Havana, V.T.C., and C.A.C began challenging North American squads to games in 1907. This adoption of
American football not only shows Cuban involvement in modern
American sport culture, but also suggests a transnational nature to
the sport. 22
The article previewing the game between the University of
Florida and the C.A.C. from Cuba provides a description of the
sport that reinforces the perception of American football being a
modern, scientific game. The author counters the view that success
in the sport depended on brute strength ("fuerza bruta") alone, and
he asserts that it required coordination, cunning, and agility. The
author stresses that football players must possess strength, intelligence, and grace, which translate to spectacular feats of athleticism. This portrayal of the sport challenged common criticisms at
the time of the violence in the game and emphasized the increasing
importance of strategy, tactics, and execution. In short, American
football combined the physical with the cerebral to form a game
befitting a man of the industrial age. Again, having teams from the

22

Perez, OnBecomingCuban, 159-163;AbrahamD. Lavender, MiamiBeachin 1920:
The Making of a Winter Resort (Mount Pleasant, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 2002),
125-127; "Knute Rockne, el coach de Foot Ball de la Universidad de Notre
Dame, dara esta tarde una conferencia en el Vedado Tennis Club," Diario de
· la Marina, December 14, 1927. Cubanidad is a complex subject. In his book,
The Quality of Home Runs: The Passion, Politics, and Language of Cuban Baseball
(Durham: Duke University Press, 2008), Thomas F. Carter defines cubanidad as
"a culturally based identity predicated upon the establishment of a degree of
cultural intimacy, often through claims of kinship to a person residing on the
island, but also structured upon an individual's involvement in cultural performances, such as music, dance, and sport" (32-33). More specifically, Cuban
identity may be grounded in ethnic, racial, geographic, or political considerations, but cultural factors also contribute to conceptions of cubanidad. In the
late nineteenth century and early twentieth century, cubanidad became transnational and developed into a contested terrain.
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U.S. South and Cuba participating in this sport demonstrated their
inclusion in modern society. 23
An account of the trip to Cuba from the University of Florida's
student newspaper reflects the complexity of national identity in
the New South. The article begins, "We are all Southerners and
Democrats, anyhow-which means that we are anti-imperialists
and believe in Cuba for Cubans and These United States for all
white men." This opening sentence, even if written in a somewhat
tongue-in-check manner, shows that the importance of regional
identities remained with the author self-identifying as "Southern"
instead of "American." He also associates with the Democratic
Party, but undermines the cemmitment to anti-imperialism and
"Cuba for Cubans" with his affirmation of white supremacy in the
United States. Cubans also appeared as an "other" later in the
account with descriptions of them speaking a "Chop Suey sort of
language," being "shockingly free and public about their arrests,"
and referring to C.A. C. players as being a "bunch of Havana smokers" and "Havana Leaf gentlemen." This patronizing attitude
toward their opponents can also be seen prior to the trip, because
the 'Gators did not expect "to strain itself on the gridiron, but is
planning to strain itself far more in search of a good time ." This
regional and political differentiation and the condescending tone
towards Cubans in general, their legal system, and their opponents
establish an identity for the Floridians consistent with sectional and
racial attitudes of the New South and North American metaphorical representations of Cuba. 24
In Cuba, some intellectuals began to connect sports with
national identity. Similar to Colonel Silva's theory discussed earlier, Dr. Sixto de Sola argues that the pursuit of sports, especially
international contests, directly contributes to the development of
a national sporting culture and identity. In his 1914 article, "El
Deporte Como Factor Patri6tico y Sociol6gico", he recognizes the
importance of the C.A.C. playing American football, challenging
North American teams to games, defeating Tulane in 1910, losing a

23
24

"Gran Match De Foot Ball," Cuba, December 28, 1912.
First and second quotes from: "The Alligators' Travels," Florida Alligator, January 7, 1913;James C. Cobb, Away Down South: A History of Southern Identity (New
York: Oxford University Press, 2005), 215-216; Third quote from: "Big 'Gators
Abroad," Florida Alligator, December 17, 1912; Lou~s A. Perez, Jr., Cuba in the
American Imagination: Metaphor and the Imperial Ethos (Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 2008), 232-233.
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The '"Gators making merry in Cuba," 1912. Photograph courtesy of the Unviersity
of Florida Smathers Library Special and Area Studies Collections, Univerity Archive.

close game against Mississippi A&M injanuary 1912, and "forcing"
the University of Florida to forfeit in December 1912. 25
This use of athletic contests as a means to foster national
identity supports one of Allen Guttmann's arguments in his book,
Games and Empires ( 1994). Guttmann concludes that the diffusion
of modern sports could be considered a form of cultural imperialism, but the overall relationship is more complicated than that of
"colonizers" imposing their sports on the "colonized." He identifies
the concept of "emulation," whereby the colonized use the sports
of the colonizers as a means of resistance and a rallying point for
national identity. Participation leads to mastery. Mastery then subverts power relationships and cultural assumptions. In this context,
Cubans playing football and competing against North American
teams represents an adoption and appropriation of U.S. upper-/
upper-middle-class sport for their own nationalistic ends. 26
·A headline in El Triunfo calls the V.T.C's loss to the University of Florida a disaster ( un desastre). In the article, the author
refers to the C.A.C. as the "Champion of Cuba," since they were
the dominant American football team in Havana, and assigns them
the responsibility of defending Cuba's "national honor" ("honor
25
26

Sixto de Sola, "El Deporte Como Factor Patri6tico y Sociol6gico," 133-138.
Allen Guttmann, Games and Empires: Modern Sports and Cultural Imperialism
(NewYork: Columbia University Press, 1994), 171-187.
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Nacional'), which the V.T.C. tarnished in their performance against
the 'Gators. He emphasizes the importance of this opportunity to
redeem Cuba's sporting pride, so that the "boys of Florida" will
return home convinced that Cubans could be competitive at football. Another account of the V.T.C. game that appeared in Diario
de la Marina echoes this sentiment. It portrays the C.A.C. game as
a chance for Cubans to avenge the loss and prevent the Floridians
from leaving Havana with a negative view of the state of American
football on the island. Cuban participation in a North American
sport and their performance against a North American team mattered regarding conceptions of national identity. 27
The preview of the game between the University of Florida and
the C.A.C. from the newspaper Cuba also stresses the importance
of the matchup in terms of national identity. The author encourages all Cubans to support the C.A.C. in this international match,
appealing to their sense of civic and national duty. He frames the
Cuban players as "defenders of national honor" ( los defensores del
honor nacional) needing the backing of all members of Cuban society and the encouragement of Cuban women in attendance as they
meet their formidable opponents. The author closes his preview
emphasizing that the C.A.C. represents and defends Cuban sporting honor. Again, the performance of Cuban teams in international contests factored into conceptions of national identity. 28
Media accounts of the controversial end to the University of
Florida vs. C.A.C. game from the United States and Cuba reveal
differences in how each side perceived the incident. Newspapers
across the United States printed a United Press wire service story
that emphasizes the confusion over the rules and the disturbance
that followed. One passage common to most North American
accounts of the incident describes the scene: "The Florida players complained that the Cubans persisted in playing und~r the old
rules. When the game was suspended several thousand spectators,
mostly Cubans, hooted the visitors and demanded the arrest of the
Florida manager, Pyles." The headlines for this wire story varied
from paper to paper, but nearly all of them as focused on the incident. For example, the headline from the New York Times declared
27

28

"El 'Vedado Tennis sufri6 un desastre," El Triunfo, December 26, 1912; "FootBall," Diario de la Marina, December 26, 1912. V.T.C.'s loss could also be interpreted as a challenge to Cuban masculinity. See: Gerald R. Gems, For Pride,
Profit, and Patriarchy: Football and the Incorporation of American Cultural Values
(Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press, Inc., 2000), 55.
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"Football Row in Havana: Florida University Students Hooted for
Breaking Up Game;" the Galveston Daily News announced "Game
Ends With Disturbance: Football Contest at Havana SuspendedManager Is Arrested;" and the New Orleans Daily Picayune presented
the most unflattering one toward Cubans with "Havana Football
Fans Go Crazy: Florida University Players Are Hooted and Manager
Pinched for Stopping Game." This portrayal of the events places
the blame for the incident squarely on the Cubans, with the players
and referees being incorrect or ignorant of the latest rules to the
game and with the spectators' unruly behavior. 29
Cuban accounts interpreted the events differently. An article
from La Discussion declared that the North Americans backed out
of the game and abandoned or fled from the field. In the text,
the author mentions the dispute over rules, the abrupt end to the
game, and the public protest for a refund, but the headline and
overall tone places the blame on the 'Gators and their coach. Writers for La Lucha went a step further. The headline for their account
of the game reads, "Los Patos Se Rajaron," which literally translates
to "The Ducks Backed Out," but in Cuba, Puerto Rico, and other
countries in Latin America, patos can also be interpreted as effeminate men, dandies, or even as homophobic slurs. It is reasonable
to speculate that the writers mean it here in an offensive manner,
questioning their fortitude or perhaps even their masculinity. They
also referred to the Florida squad as patos in the text, claiming that
the C .A.C. team forced the visitors to quit and the opposing coach
used the argument over rules as a pretext to end the game instead
of suffering an inevitable defeat, given Atletico's reputation and
past success against North American teams. This article and other
references to the game portray the C.A.C. win by forfeit as a Cuban
victory with the Floridians wilting when facing a strong Cuban football team. 30

29 · Quote from the wire story and the first headline from: "Football Row In
Havana," New York Times, December 29, 1912; Second headline from: "Game
Ends With Disturbance," Galveston Daily News, December 29, 1912; Third
headline from: "Havana Football Fans Go Crazy," New Orleans Daily Picayune,
December 29, 1912.
30 "Los Floridanos Se Rajaron Ayer Y Abandonaron El Terreno," La Discussion,
December 29, 1912; "De Foot-Ball: Los Patos Se Rajaron," La Lucha, December 29, 1912; "Espectaculo Bochornoso En El Almendares Park," La Prensa de
la Habana, December 28, 1912; Lawrence La Fountain-Stokes, "Queer Ducks,
Puerto Rican Patos, and Jewish-American Feygelekh: Birds and the Cultural
Representation of Homosexuality," Centro journal 19 (2007): 200-202.
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So far, the focus of this article has been on men, but women
also took part in these games. In R.eading Football, Oriard observes
that from the beginning of the sport, "women played a crucial part
in football-as-social-event." Early descriptions of games included
women as spectators, assuming traditional gender roles as passive
"watchers" or "admirers" of "male athletic heroes." While these
ladies properly represented their social class, they also assumed
a sexualized role as "an ornament on male prowess." The "New
Woman" captured by the image of the "Gibson Girl" asserted upperclass, slim, well-dressed, and increasingly independent women as
part of the ritual of American football . In The Promise of the New
South, Ayers acknowledges the~presence of women as spectators at
southern intercollegiate football games in the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century. Even as the relationship between
the "football hero" and the "lovely admirer" challenged sexual
mores, it conformed to traditional gender roles. 31
A similar depiction of gender in football appears in the article
from Cuba, which previews the game between the University of
Florida and the C.A.C. In a section entitled, "Social Event- Love
and Sport" ("Acontecimiento social-Amory Sport"), the author mentions that beautiful Cuban women from noble families would not
miss this sporting event, because the C.A.C. players needed their
favor as motivation. He also asserts that a close relationship always
existed between sports and "love," and anticipates a two-fold victory in the contest: a win on the field and with beautiful "Cuban
women with black hair and black eyes, made for love." The author
concludes this section by including "statuesque brunettes" as part
of the game day atmosphere at Almen dares Park. These depictions
conform to North American portrayals ofwomen at football games.
Cuban women appear as adoring spectators, as sexual trophies,
and as objects in the game's landscape along with palm trees .32
Studying the accounts of the University of Florida football
team's trip to Havana and the contests against the V.T.C. and C.A.C.
allows for a better understanding of the motivations and importance both sides placed on these games, and the sport in general.
American football entered the sporting culture of the U .S. South
and Cuba in a similar manner. It began at elite institutions in the
31
32

Oriard, R.eading Football, 248-253; Ayers, The Promise of the New South, 316-317.
"Gran Match De Foot Ball," Cuba, December 28, 1912. These depictions of
Cuban women also conform to North American representations of Cuban
women from Perez, Cuba in the American Imagination, 233-234.
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northeastern United States and spread to those regions by the first
decade of the twentieth century. Primarily an upper-/ upper-middle-class sport until the First World War, college students and members of athletic clubs embraced American football in both the U.S.
South and Cuba. Newspaper accounts of the games between the
University of Florida and the Cuban athletic clubs describe those in
attendance as the elite members of Cuban society, including influential government officials. The program for the game between
the University of Florida and the V.T.C. contains advertisements
for consumer goods, financial services, investment opportunities,
and for travel and entertainment for an upper-/ upper-middle-class
audience. Progressive reformers in the U.S. South and Cuba incorporated American football as a cultural component of modernization programs. A preview of the game between the University of
Florida and C.A.C. includes an impassioned defense of the sport,
consistent with North American views, as it being the most scientific and "modern" sport of the time. Participation marked the inclusion of the U.S. South and Cuba in the modern American sport
culture. In effect, they used American football for similar social
and cultural outcomes.
National identity from the Florida perspective remained sectional and closely associated with white supremacy. Passages from
the University of Florida student newspaper refer to the dual identity of being both "Southern" and "American," and take a condescending tone toward the team's hosts, which were analogous to
popular representations of Cubans by North Americans. Cubans
recognized the value of sport in forging a national identity and
framed these international contests in terms of "national honor."
U.S. and Cuban newspapers provide different interpretations of the
end to the Florida-C.A.C. game, with the North American version
emphasizing confusion over the rules, possible corruption, and the
spectators going "crazy," while Cuban sources claimed the C.A.C.
forced the 'Gators to withdraw and even questioned the fortitude,
and by extension manliness, of the North American squad. Like
football games held in Atlanta, Chicago, or New York City, women
attended the games in Havana and occupied the same roles as in
North American contests. The preview to the Florida-C.A.C. game
describe the Cuban women as spectators, as trophies to be won, and
as objects in the game's scenery, and some of the language mirrors
North American images of Cuban women being exotic and promiscuous, or at least willing sexual partners. In sum, the Floridians'
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complex conception of their national identity remained essentially the same as other North Americans in that most descriptions
of Cubans, the games, and the C.A.C. game incident conformed
to mainstream U.S. attitudes toward Cuba. Cubans, on the other
hand, used American football and these international contests as
a means to foster national identity and to challenge stereotypes
and the broader power relationship between the United States
and Cuba. Women occupied similar supportive and/or objectified
roles at American football games in North America and Cuba.
Given the position of the United States as a political, economic, and cultural hegemonic power over Cuba at the time, most
scholarly works view the presence of American football and the
international contests through the lens of cultural imperialism. As
this analysis shows, the situation seems to be more complex than
a colonizer-colonized relationship. American football held a comparable place in the U.S. South and in Havana. Common threads
appear within the themes of class, modernity, and gender. As for
national identity, the Floridian sectional focus could even be seen
as analogous to Cuban national identity when viewed in the contex t of southern identity versus the rest of the United States, particularly when applied to intersectional college football games. In
each case, people in both countries used American football as a
means of creating a collective consciousness, for fostering regional
or national pride, and, as Guttmann argues, to challenge power
relationships and cultural assumptions. The Gators' trip to Cuba in
December 1912 might appear to have been a happy holiday from
the yearbook photos, but a closer look at the coverage of the games
reveals that these international contests took place within a shared
U.S. and Cuban upper-/ upper-middle-class sports culture, albeit
with disparate purposes. 33

33

Pettavino and Pye, Sport in Cuba, 54; Perez, On Becoming Cuban, 256; Gems, The
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Throwing the Explorer out with the Fountain:
American History Textbooks and Juan Ponce
de Leon
by Roger Chapman
omeone once critically categorized American history textbooks, perhaps unfairly, as "fat, dull boring books that mention everything but explain practically nothing. " 1 A cursory
survey of US history textbooks on the treatment of Juan Ponce de
Leon and the "discovery" of Florida would suggest historical content is like an ice cube melting in the sun. 2 Over a century ago the
following account was offered in a history textbook by Elisha Benjamin Andrews, the one-time president of Brown University and later
superintendent of Chicago Public Schools:

S

That same year [as Balboa's discovery], 1513, Ponce de
Leon, an old Spanish soldier in the wars with the Moors,
a companion of Columbus in his second voyage, and
till now governor of Porto [sic] Rico, began exploration
northward. Leaving Porto Rico with three ships, he landed
Roger Chapman is Associate Professor of History at Palm Beach Atlantic University.
An earlier version of this article, marking the 500lh anniversary of Ponce de Leon's
original Florida landing, was presented on a cruise ship in the Atlantic Ocean during the 2013 Florida Historical Society Annual Meeting & Symposium. The author
is appreciative of the anonymous reviewers for their instructive feedback.
1
Gary J. Kornblith and Carol Lasser, "'The Truth, the Whole Truth, and Nothing but the Truth': Writing, Producing, and Using College-Level American History Textbooks, "journal of American History 91, no. 4 (March 2005): 1380.
2
This survey is based on American history textbooks as well as works on Florida
history found at the libraries of Palm Beach Atlantic University and Florida
Atlantic University as well as works accessed online from sites such as Project
Gutenberg (https:/ /www.gutenberg.org/).
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on the coast of an unknown country, where he thought
to find not only infinite gold but also the much-talkedabout fountain of perpetual youth. His landing occurred
on Easter Sunday, or Pascua Florida, March 27, 1513, and so
he named the country Florida. The place was a few miles
north of the present town of St. Augustine. Exploring the
coast around the southern extremity of the peninsula, he
sailed among a group of islands, which he designated the
Tortugas. Returning to Porto [sic] Rico, he was appointed
governor of the new country. He made a second voyage,
was attacked by the natives and mortally wounded, and
r eturned to Cuba to die. 3
For what was known at the time, the above narration has some
detail and is fairly accurate. The landing site remains contested
among scholars and the date is now thought to be probably April
3. 4 Andrews might be asked, however, to clarify the statement
"much-talked-about perpetual fountain of youth"-did he mean
the people ofJuan Ponce 's day and time were doing the talking or
was he referring to later historians and history buffs?
History textbooks produced today tend to abbreviate the story
of the discovery of Florida. An example of this is George Brown
Tindall and David Emory Shi's America: A Narrative History, a work
that is required reading at my university for the American history
survey. The current edition of Tindall and Shi is 2013, the same
year as the 500th anniversary of Juan Ponce's first Florida landing.
3

4

E. Benjamin Andrews, H istory of the United States: From the Earliest Discovery of
Americas to the En d of 1902, vol. 1 (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1904),
69-70.
See Douglas T. P e ck, "Reconstruction and Analysis of the 1513 Discovery
Voyage of Juan Ponce de Leon," in The Voyages of Ponce de L eon: Scholarly Perspectives, eds. James C. Cusick and Sherry Johnson (Cocoa: Florida Historical
Society Press, 2012) , 83-102, which argues that the landing site was slightly
south of present-day Melbourne. Peck's conclusion was based in part on his
sailing the probable route. However, Jerald T. Milanich, "The Calusa Indians
Amid Latitudes of Controversy: Charting Juan Ponce de Leon's 1513 Voyage
to Florida" (paper presented at the Florida Historical Society Annual Meeting
& Symposium, May 2013) , makes a persuasive argument that the traditional
landing site, St. Augustine, is correct after all and that Peck erred in some of
his research and calculations. A revision of Milanich's paper is "Charting Juan
Ponce de Leon 's 1513 Voyage to Florida: The Calusa Indians amid Latitudes
of Controversy," in La Florida: Five Years of Hispanic Presence, eds. Viviana Dfaz
Balsera and Rachel A. May (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2014),
49-68. As for the probable date of April 3, see T. Frederick Davis, "History of
Juan Ponce de Leon 's Voyages to Florida: Source ·Records," in Voyages of Ponce
de Leon, 65.
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These authors render the expedition in a single sentence: 'Juan
Ponce de Leon, then governor of Puerto Rico, made the earliest
known exploration of Florida in 1513."5 This condensed statement
of eighteen words is hardly what one would describe as "narrative
history," but it at least is followed by a map of Spanish explorations
of the mainland. Anyone studying this map will be able to trace a
red arrow, which marks the route of Juan Ponce from Puerto Rico
to St. Augustine and then around the Florida Keys to the west coast
of the peninsula, ending in Cuba. As for St. Augustine, Tindall and
Shi explain later in the same chapter: "In 1565 a Spanish outpost
on the Florida coast, St. Augustine, became the first European
town in the present-day United States .... "The colony is described
as having "a fort, church, hospital, fish market, and over 100 shops
and houses-all built decades before the first English settlements
at Jam es town and Plymouth. "6
Tindall and Shi, it can be charitably acknowledged, at least
include Juan Ponce in American history and do so without gratuitous ridicule. They credit him with the Florida discovery and show
how it led to Spanish colonization in North America many years
prior to the English settlement attempts. This can provide a sense
of perspective, as Michael Gannon explains, "Not until the year
2055 will an American flag have flown over Florida as long as did
the flag of Spain." 7
When compared with other explorers of his day, Juan Ponce is
admittedly less well known. Even so, history textbooks could better
inform readers of this man's importance in American history: (1)
He was a crew member of Christopher Columbus's second voyage
to the Western Hemisphere and was on hand for the European
discovery of Sanjuan Bautista (Puerto Rico), which is now an unincorporated territory of the United States; (2) he later colonized
San Juan Bautista and as the provincial governor helped establish
the city of Sanjuan, which today boasts the oldest European-made
structures on United States territory; (3) on April 3, 1513, he
.became the first European to officially set foot on land that is now
part of the state of Florida (whatever spot that may have been);
and ( 4) during the 1513 Florida voyage he was the first recognized
5
6

7

George Brown Tindall and David Emory Shi, America: A Narrative History, vol.
1, 9'11 ed. (NewYork: W.W. Norton & Company, 2013), 34.
Ibid., 36.
Michael Gannon, Florida: A Short History, rev. ed. (Gainesville: University Press
of Florida, 2003), 4.
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European to discover the Gulf Stream. 8 In certain respects, American history begins in Florida, as Robert Fuson explains: "By the
time that Saint Augustine was settled, the entire Atlantic coast of
America, from today's Florida to southern Canada was known as La
Florida, or to the French as La Floride." 9
Yet there are cases in which American history textbooks omit
the Spanish conquistador, even though he was the first European
to officially set foot on the continent of North America. Anna Chase
Davis, in her 1896 American history, left out Juan Ponce and Florida
altogether. The principal of Hamilton Hall School in Salem, Massachusetts, Davis apparently preferred an uncluttered narrative with
as little mention of the Spanish as possible. The early chapters of her
work include: "Life among the Indians," "The Norsemen," "Coming of Columbus," "Americus Vespucius and Balboa," "Sir Francis
Drake," and "Captain John Smith and Virginia." 10 Davis, like other
authors, may have been unconsciously guided by an anti-Spanish
bias. Sometimes even when the Spanish get credit, such as in the
1967 edition of The History of the American Peop!,e, a negative slant prevails: "In Florida, St. Augustine was the only important town founded
by the Spanish; it had a population of about 5,000 when the English
took possession of it in 1 763. " 11 A single "important" town on a continent does not sound like much, but a truer perspective is offered in
the 1944 text by Charles Beard and Mary Beard:
Though they had not found more gold and silver in regions
above Mexico or the elixir of youth sought in Florida by
Ponce de Leon, by 1550 the ruler of Spain, Charles V,
could claim as his property many islands in the Caribbean;
Mexico by right of conquest; all of South America except
Brazil, which the Portuguese had seized; and an immense
area, if indefinite as to the boundaries, north of the Gulf
of Mexico and the Rio Grande. 12
8

9
10
11
12

Robert H. Fuson, Juan Ponce de Leon and the Spanish Discovery of Florida (Blacksburg, VA: McDonald & Woodward Publishing Company, 2000), 219-224.
Ibid., 177-178.
Anna Chase Davis, Stories of the United States for Youngest Readers (Boston: Educational Publishing Company, 1896), 7-72.
Harry J. Carman, Harold C . Syrett, and Bernard W. Wishy, A History of the American People, vol. 1, 3rd ed. (NewYork: Alfred A. Knopf, 1967), 13.
Charles A. Beard and Mary R. Beard, A Basic History of the United States (New
York: Doubleday, Doran & Company, 1944) , 2; Charles A. Beard and Mary R.
Beard, The Beards' New Basic History of the United States, ed. William Beard (Garden City, NJ: Doubleday & Company, 1968), 19.
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Interestingly, Tindall and Shi skip over "the elixir of youth,"
that is the Fountain ofYouth. Any discussion ofJuan Ponce that fails
to include the Fountain of Youth would be on par with someone
writing a travel guide about Orlando, Florida, without mentioning
Disney World. On the other hand, Tindall and Shi can be credited for not repeating the ritual of reducing the Spanish explorer
to a Disney-like cartoon character, as so often has been the case
in other historical works. For instance, in the 1893 text by D.H.
Montgomery, The Begi,nner's History ofAmerica, one reads, "Ponce de
Leon, a Spanish soldier who was getting gray and wrinkled, set out
to find this magic fountain, for he thought that there was more fun
in being a boy than in growing old." 13 When Prescott Holmes, in
his 1900 work, writes that the explorer "wandered around in search
of a fountain of youth," the reader would not be faulted for thinking that the figure was a crazed fanatic or a Quixote-like figure. 14
Also, Tindall and Shi can be credited for not using the Fountain
story for the purpose of mocking Juan Ponce as an old man who
was on a quest for the equivalent of the Viagra of his day. They
also avoid rendering moral accusation. Samuel Eliot Morison and
Henry Steele Commager, in their 1962 text, describe the Spanish
conquistador as "pretty well used up" and thus interested in a fountain "which restored youth and vigor to the old and impotent." 15
"World-worn, disease racked" is how Burton Stevenson's 1909
work refers to Juan Ponce, which could be read as insinuating
that the explorer was in need of a cure for a sexually transmitted
disease. 16 Thomas Bailey and David Kennedy, in the very popular
The American Pageant, harshly write, "Debauched by high living, he
was seeking the mythical Fountain ofYouth." 17 These writers were
undoubtedly influenced in some measure by Gonzalo Fernandez
de Oviedo, who wrote in 1535 that Juan Ponce (a father of four
13

14
15
16
17

D.H. Montgomery, The Beginner's History of America (Boston: Ginn & Company,
1893), paragraph 28, http:/ /www.gutenberg.org/files/18127 / 18127-h/ 18127h.htm (accessed August 1, 2015).
Prescott Holmes, Young Peop1e's History of the War with Spain (Philadelphia:
Henry Altemus Company, 1900), 173-174.
Samuel Eliot Morison and Henry Steel Commager, The Growth of the American
Republic, vol. 1 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1962), 27.
Burton Stevenson, American Men ofAction (Garden City, NY: Doubleday, Page &
Company, 1913), 38.
Thomas A. Bailey, The American Pageant: A History of the Republic, 4t.1 ed. (Lexington, MA: D. C. Heath & Company, 1971), 7. This same passage is found on
page 10 of Thomas A. Bailey and David M. Kennedy, The American Pageant, vol.
1, 9t.1 ed. (Lexington, MA: D. C. Heath & Company, 1991). However, the mention of the Fountain ofYouth is in lowercase lettering.
1

1

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol94/iss1/1

100

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 94, Number 1

HISTORY TEXTBOOKS AND JUAN PONCE DE LEON

97

children, incidentally) was searching for a cure for impotence. 18
But Frederick Dau observes, "He Uuan Ponce] was only fifty-three
on his first voyage to Florida to find the Fountain of Youth, and
again sixty-one on his second voyage when he met his death, yet
strange to say he has always come down to us in history as an old
worn-out man ."19 Agreeing, A. Hyatt Verrill writes, "And in his day
men of fifty-three were not regarded as old, nor were they, as a
rule, greatly concerned with the march of time and the problems
of advancing age. Radrer, they were hale and hearty ... ready to lay
siege to a maiden's heart. ... "20 The biographer Robert Fuson, who
thinks the explorer was far younger, writes, 'Juan Ponce was only
thirty-eight years old when he signed the contract to sail for Bimini
and he was not yet old enough to need rejuvenation. "21
There are those who now wish to avoid mentioning the Fountain ofYouth when discussingJuan Ponce and early Spanish activity
in Florida, presumably to err on the side of caution and to maintain
a scholarly footing. In the history textbook Unto a Good Land, the
Fountain story is left out while the authors timidly suggest "possible motives" for Juan Ponce's explorations: gold, slaves, and land.22
The contract between Ferdinand and Juan Ponce for the exploration of "Benimy" (which led to the discovery of Florida) is clear, so
the motives are obvious. Of the seventeen articles, none refers to
the Fountain of Youth. But the tenth and thirteenth articles refer
to the gathering of gold~- the eighth and ninth articles to the subjugation of natives ("repartimiento [allotment] of Indians"); and
other articles to land. 23
In his debunking of Juan Ponce and the Fountain legend,
Douglas T. Peck disapprovingly quotes Robert Weddle, who wrote,
"That the Fountain of Youth legend influenced Ponce de Leon's
discovery has long been accepted as fact." Peck retorts, "That is
certainly a true statement, but does it constitute an intellectually
18
19
20
21
22

23

Douglas T. Peck, "Anatomy of an Historical Fantasy: The Ponce de Leon-Fountain ofYouth Legend," Revista de Historia de America, no. 123 (January-December 1998): 72.
Frederick W. Dau, Florida Old and New (New York: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1934),
21.
A. Hyatt Verrill, Romantic and Historic Florida (New York: Dodd, Mead & Company, 1935), 7.
Fuson, Juan Ponce, 119.
David Edwin Harrell, Jr., Edwin S. Gaustad, John B. Boles, Sally Foreman
Griffith, Randall M . Miller, and Randall B. Woods, Unto a Good Land: A History
of the American Peop!,e, vol. 1 (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2005), 15.
An English translation of the contract is found in Fuson, Juan Ponce, 92-95.
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rational reason for historians to view this 'long accepted fact' as
historical truth? Hardly! "24 Such criticism betrays a purist position,
which ultimately does a disservice to the cause of history if textbook
writers become more and more inclined not to bring up the Fountain of Youth when presenting Juan Ponce. Since the explorer has
long been identified with the Fountain legend it makes no sense
in the name of scholarship to ignore the fountain in the room.
According to George Fairbanks in his 1871 Florida history, the
story about the Fountain ofYouth "may well admit of doubt." 25 In a
1948 work by Kathryn Hanna a similar caution is expressed: "The
fountain fables, legendary in more places than the New World,
were doubtless known to him Quan Ponce]; but there is no real evidence that they influenced his decision .... "26 Fairbanks and Hanna
offer a rightful approach; that is to critically evaluate the sources
while not ignoring the Fountain.
Journalist T.D. Allman, on the other hand, is too shrill. In the
chapter "The Fort, Not the Fountain" of his recent book on Florida, Allman wishes to emphasize Pedro Menendez de Aviles' 1565
slaughter of the Huguenots at the French outpost near present-day
Jacksonville. He argues, "If you take Ponce and the Fountain myth
as the beginning [of Florida's colonial history], events forever after
seem nothing but a series of disconnected, rather silly events." 27
Elsewhere, Allman asserts that the Fountain story was "concocted"
by Washington Irving. 28 This is a strong dismissal of Irving's work
on the conquistadors, of which only one section is devoted to Juan
Ponce. 29 Allman seems to be unaware of, or simply wishes to ignore,
the fact that Irving spent seven years in Spain where he conducted
research at the national archives in Madrid while engaging with
the Spanish historians of his day. 30 Absurd as it may be to put the
24
25

26
27
28
29
30

Peck, "Anatomy of an Historical Fantasy," 64. Here Peck is quoting from Robert S. Weddle, The Spanish Sea: The Gulf of Mexico in North American Discovery,
1500-1685 (Fort Worth: Texas A&M University Press, 1985), 38.
George R. Fairbanks, History of Florida: From Its Discovery by Ponce de Leon in
1512 to the Close of the Florida War in 1842 (1871; reprint, Philadelphia: Heritage
Books, 2003), 1 7.
Kathryn Abbey Hanna, Florida: Land of Change (Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 1948), 6.
TD. Allman, Finding Florida: The True History of the Sunshine State (New York:
Atlantic Monthly Press, 2013), 36-46. Quote is on page 45.
TD. Allman, "Ponce de Leon, Exposed," New York Times, op-ed, April 2, 2013,
Al9.
Washington Irving, Voyages and Discoveries of the Companions of Columbus ( 1828;
reprint, New York: Frederick Ungar, 1960), 322-354.
Van Wych Brooks, foreword to Irving, Voyages and Discoveries, vii.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol94/iss1/1

102

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 94, Number 1

HISTORY IBXTBOOKS AND JUAN PONCE DE LEON

99

Fountain of Youth at the beginning of Florida's history, this is no
reason to throw out the explorer with the fountain.
Any assertion that Irving "concocted" the story that Juan Ponce
had searched for the Fountain of Youth is to ignore the old Spanish sources. This is not to say these sources are accurate, but there
is an ethical obligation to not totally blame Irving if his narrative
was based on materials found at a national archive. Rather, ifirving
is to be faulted , then it should be based on how he analyzed and
utilized the texts. 31 either Irving nor Allman knew the Spanish
explorer, but Oviedo did. 32 There is also Antonio de Herrera y
Tordesilla, a chronicler who authored Historia general de los hechos de
los Castellanos en las Islas y tierra firma del mar Oceana, a four-volume
work published in Madrid beginning in 1601. 33 Although "Herrera
gives the search [by Juan Ponce] for the fountain secondary importance," there is mention of the Fountain all the same. 34 Some have
theorized that Herrera's information about the Fountain search
is based on unsubstantiated information from Pietro Martire
d'Anghiera (Peter Martyr), a priest and humanist at the Spanish
court, a contemporary of Juan Ponce, and another chronicler of
early Spanish exploration. Martyr, in fact, wrote about the Fountain myth; however, none of his writings link it with Juan Ponce's
voyages. 35
The question of how to handle the Fountain legend with
respect to Juan Ponce should be obvious: do not ignore what has
been said, especially by those who were contemporaries of the
explorer. Acknowledgment does not have to mean agreement, of
course. And any critical analysis would surely keep in mind that
Herrera published decades after the fact. 36 On the other hand, as
T. Frederick Davis suggests, the distance in time from the event and
the history handed down matters less if there is a strong possibility that primary sources were used: "[Herrera's] official position
31

32
33
34
35
36

Washington Irving comes under such criticism in Peck, "Anatomy of an Historical Fantasy," 79. Peck is also more critical than is warranted. Of the eight
short chapters Irving, Voyages and Discoveries, devotes to Juan Ponce, only one
strictly focuses on the search for the Fountain ( 343-345).
Fuson,JuanPonce, 57.
See Frederick T. Davis, "The Record of Ponce de Leon's Discovery of Florida,
1513," in Voyages of Ponce de Le6n, 15-23.
Charles B. Reynolds, The Landing of Ponce De Le6n: A Historical Review (Mountain Lakes, NJ: s.n., 1934), 10.
.
Peck, "Anatomy of an Historical Fantasy," 69-71.
See Amanda J. Snyder, "Scholars' and Storytellers' Visions of Juan Ponce de
Leon: Two Centuries of Work," in Voyages of Ponce de Le6n, 133-134.

Published by STARS, 2015

103

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 94 [2015], No. 1, Art. 1

100

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

allowed him access to original and secret papers, many of which
have since been destroyed no doubt." 37 A recent history of the
Atlantic world by Martin Sandler exemplifies the approach that
should be taken:
According to long-standing legend, Ponce de Leon came
to the mainland seeking not only slaves for the Spanish
sugar plantations and untold riches but also the Fountain of Youth, a spring whose restorative waters had been
written about long before the European Age of Exploration. While he may have heard of the supposed Fountain
of Youth, there is no hard evidence that Ponce de Leon
was either motivated by or indeed searched for the fabled
spring. It was only after his death injuly 1521, particularly
in Gonzalo Fernandez de Oviedo's Historia general y natural de las Indias (1535) (General and Natural History of the
Indies), that such a story arose. 38
When Tindall and Shi and others entirely leave out the legend of the Fountain, they are perhaps overlooking an important
truth about "two impulses" of Spanish exploration. As explained
by Carlos Fuentes (no pun intended in citing his last name, which
means "fountains"): "The conquistadors were driven not only by
the lust of gold ... but by fantasy, illusion, imagination." 39 This is
an important observation because it shows how the Fountain story
associated with Juan Ponce is indicative of his culture and in harmony with his compatriots who in New Spain chased the myth of
the Cibola or the "Seven Cities" and in South America searched
for Eldorado, the Amazons, the Houses of Sun, and so on. 40 Stories
about the myths and legends that inspired the Spanish explorers
may seem absurd and idiosyncratic to a modern readership, but
they nonetheless humanize the Spaniards by highlighting their
curiosity and sense of wonder.
But qver the years American his~orians have shown little natural inclination for humanizing the Spanish. As presented in the
third edition of Created Equal (2009), the Fountain story is scoffed
37
38
39
40

Davis, "Source Records," in Voyages of Ponce de Leon, 30.
Martin W. Sandler, Atlantic Ocean: The illustrated History of the Ocean That
Changed the World (New York: Sterling, 2008), 113.
Carlos Fuentes, The Buried Mirror: R.eflections on Spain and the New World (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1992), 139.
Pedro Gonzalez, ed., Discovering the Americas: The Archives of the Indies (New
York: Vendome Press, 1997), 89.
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at as a cover for evil. "Despite later tales that he sought a fountain of
youth, he actually hoped the nearby land, which he named Florida,
would yield new gold and slaves. But the peninsula's Indians were
already familiar with Spanish raiders. They turned Ponce de Leon
away after he claimed the region for Spain." 41 In Lyle N. McAlister's
monograph on Spanish and Portuguese exploration, Juan Ponce's
vicious dog, Bercerillo, gets the most attention: "It was said of Bercerillo that he could distinguish at a distance between hostile and
friendly natives, and for his aggressiveness in combat he received
one-half of a crossbowman's share of the booty. "42 Regardless of the
factuality of these two excerpts, they offer only a flat dimension of
the man. Typically when Juan Ponce is humanized, it is in the vein
of the comedian Rodney Dangerfield's "I don't get no respect." For
instance, The American Pageant seemingly admits of a perverse pleasure in the irony of a quest for "the mythical Fountain of Youth"
ending "instead [with] death-from an Indian arrow. " 43 Woodrow
Wilson, in the first of his five-part history of the United States,
describes the explorer as a "gallant" figure who was "baffled" by
Florida and "lost both his hope and his life in the enterprise" of
searching for the Fountain ofYouth. 44 Such remembrance of Juan
Ponce, so unflatteringly framed, perhaps betrays a blind spot of
many American historians: Hispanophobia. 45
Dislike of Spain is practically an American birthright. This is a
legacy of the rivalry between Spain and England during the colonial period. The rivalry was not only over land but also religion
since the English world more or less represented the Protestant
faith whereas Spain was staunchly Catholic. In Jeddiah Morse's
1 790 geography text, the sectarian spirit is undisguised where
he describes the Roman Catholicism of Spain as being "of most
bigoted, superstitious, and tyrannical character." 46 Furthermore,
41

42

43
44

45
46

Jacqueline James, Peter H. Wood, Thomas Borstelmann, Elaine Tyler May, and
Vicki L. Ruiz, Created Equal: A History of the United States, vol. 1, 3rd ed. (New
York: Pearson/ Longman, 2009), 25.
Lyle N. McAlister, Spain and Portugal in the New World 1492-1700 (Minneapolis:
University of Minnesota Press, 1984), 98. This passage is an obvious borrowing
from Irving, Voyages and Discoveries, 338.
Bailey, The American Pageant, 7.
Woodrow Wilson, A History of the American People, vol. 1 (New York: Harper &
Brothers Publishers, 1902), 13. Wilson was the president of Princeton University at the time of this work's publication.
See David]. Weber, "The Spanish Legacy in North America and the Historical
Imagination," Western Historical Quarterly 23, no. 1 (February 1992): 4-24.
As quoted injohn A. Nietz, Old Textbooks: Spelling, Grammar, Reading, Arithmetic, Geography, American History, Civil Government, Physiology, Penmanship, Art,
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whenever Spain's religious history is examined, the Inquisition
is readily recalled. The perceived brutality of the Inquisition
goes hand in hand with the reputation of the conquistadors with
respect to how they dealt with the indigenous people of the Americas. English settlers, though far from innocent in how they treated
the Indians, could be depicted, relatively speaking, as being more
humanitarian than their Spanish counterparts. More often than
not, this is a perpetuation of the "black legend" (La l,eyenda negra),
which is grounded in a body ofliterature "that criticizes the people,
history, and national character of Spain, in part for cruelty in the
conquests of native Arnerica." 47 The way the black legend works,
"negative aspects are accentuated and their positive ignored." 48
Philip Wayne Powell observes, "The Black Legend dogmas are
... generally frozen into our schoolbooks and educational structure, where they constitute a perennial disparagement of Hispanic
culture, both past and present." 49 That viewpoint aligns with the
content analyses of American textbooks. Early textbooks as a rule
depict the Spanish explorers as "harsh" and "cruel."50 Ruth Miller
Elson, in her review of early American textbooks, observes:
Most of the information about Spain in all textbooks
centers around its conquest and administration of Latin
America, and there is an enormous amount of such material in all books. The colonial activities of Spain are so
prominent because America is of first importance in these
books, and also because the Spanish conquest can serve as
a foil for the English settlement. The English policy of taking away the land of the Indians becomes almost altruistic
when compared to the Spanish policy of taking their gold,
silver, and labor. That both policies were cruel and disastrous to the Indian is obscured by highlighting the Black
Legend. Differences are specifically noted: "The atrocities
exhibited by the Spaniards contrast with the settlement

47
48

49
50

Music-As Taught in the Common Schools from Colonial Days to 1900 (Pittsburgh,
PA: University of Pittsburg Press, 1961), 212.
Charles Gibson, introduction, The Black Legend: Anti-Spanish Attitudes in the Old
World and New, ed. Charles Gibson (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1971), 4.
Lino G. Canedo, review of Tree of Hate: Propaganda and Prejudices Affecting United
States Relations with the Hispanic World, The Americas 29, no. 3 (January 1973):
398.
Philip Wayne Powell, Tree of Hate: Propaganda and Prejudices Affecting the United
States Relations with the Hispanic World (New York: Basic Books, 1971), 145.
Nietz, Old Textbooks, 245.
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of the United States." By contrast we are blessed in our
ancestry: "It is fortunate for our country that Spaniards
... first landed at the South-leaving the Atlantic coast of
North America to be settled by the English. The Spaniards
were cruel and avaricious: they did not come to America to
till the soil, and follow honest labor, but with extravagant
hopes of becoming suddenly rich from mines of gold and
silver. ... But the English were an industrious people, who
loved liberty and humanity, and earned success by energetic toil in the fields and on the sea." 51
Thus, Americans came to regard themselves as culturally and
politically superior to the Spanish. In the words of George Washington, "Spain appears to be so much behind the other Nations of
Europe in liberal policy that a long time will undoubtedly elapse
before the people of that kingdom can taste the sweets of liberty
and enjoy the natural advantages of their Country." 52 Abraham
Lincoln described Spain as "one of the worst governments in the
world." 53 The rationale John Quincy Adams, as Secretary of State,
had for wresting Florida away from Spain was that it was a lawless
land leading to problems spilling over the border. The Monroe
Doctrine, issued in 1823, was largely a policy aimed at Spain, a
country viewed by the United States as an enemy of freedom. 54
The negativity toward Spain enabled Americans to rationalize the
annexation of Texas and later the Mexican War, even though Mexico was by this time independent of Spain. 55 Later, in 1898 when
51

52

53

54
55

Ruth Miller Elson, Guardians of Tradition: American Schoolbooks of the Nineteenth
Century (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1964), 153-154. The quotes, in
order, are from: T. Strong, The Common Reader, 2nd ed. (Plainfield, MA: Denio
and Phelps, 1819), 46; D.M. Warren, The Common School Geography: An El,ementary Treatise on Mathematical, Physical, and Political Geography (Philadelphia: Cowperthwaite, 1869), 27.
George Washington, letter to David Humphreys, Philadelphia, July 20, 1791,
in The Papers of George Washington, vol. 8, ed. Dorothy Twohig (Charlottesville:
University Press of Virginia, 1999), 358.
Abraham Lincoln, speech to the Springfield Scott Club, Springfield, illinois,
August 14 and 26, 1852, in The CoUected Works ofAbraham Lincoln, vol. II, ed. Roy
P. Basler (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1953), 153.
Joyce P. Kaufman, A Concise History of US. Foreign Policy, 3rd ed. (Lanham, MD:
Rowman & Littlefield, 2014), 39.
As explained by Raymund Arthur Parades, in "The Image of the Mexican in
American Literature" (Ph.D. diss., University of Texas at Austin, 1973), "The
United States, as a cultural satellite of England, inherited the mother country's
scorn of Spain's culture and people, and later transferred these attitudeswith certain modifications-to .. . Mexico" (v) .
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the United States rushed to war against Spain after the explosion
of the USS Maine in Havana harbor, public figures such as Theodore Roosevelt believed it was the thing to do since Spain represented a "medieval tyranny." When President William McKinley
annexed The Philippines at the end of the Spanish-American War,
he believed that Americans would be able to offer liberation from
Spanish legacies, political and religious. 56
During World War I, the terrible influenza pandemic was
dubbed "Spanish influenza" and "the Spanish Lady," which unfairly linked Spain with the spread of disease. 57 Prior to and during
that war, the United States experienced conflict with Mexico-i.e.,
American intervention in the Mexican Revolution, including tensions at the border with Pancho Villa, and the Zimmerman telegram's audacious suggestion for Mexico to invade the American
Southwest-stirring latent Hispanophobia. 58 For a large part of the
twentieth century, Spain was under the dictatorship of Francisco
Franco, following a civil war between, from the perspective of most
Americans, twin evils: fascism and communism. The United States
was anti-Franco and concerned about "Spanish fascism" influencing Latin America. During World War II, despite Spain's official
neutrality, "Fascist Spain" (namely its pro-Axis orientation) was the
topic of an American propaganda film. 59 Considering all of this
negativity, it is understandable why some authors of American history textbooks would continue to treat conquistadors less favorably
than the Anglo-Saxon colonists. 60
56

57
58

59
60

Michael Hunt, Ideology and US. Foreign Policy (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1987), argues that the black legend was behind a racist American
foreign policy toward Spain during and after the Spanish-American War (5868). Maria DeGuzman, Spain s Long Shadow: The Black L egend, Off-whiteness,
and Anglo-American Empire (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2005) ,
adds that along with the black legend influence was a type of Orientalism
depicting Spain as "Other" (139-186).
Antoni Trilla, Guillem Trilla, and Carolyn Daer, "The 1918 'Spanish Flu" in
Spain," Clinical Infectious Diseases 47, no. 5 (September 2008): 668.
All this occurred under the watch of President Woodrow Wilson, who seemed
to a have a moral rectitude against not just Mexico but Latin America in general. As pointed out byJames W. Lowen, in Lies My Teacher Told M e: Everything Your
American History Textbook Got Wrong, rev. ed. (New York: Touchstone, 2007),
during the Wilson administration "the United States intervened in Latin
America more often than any other time in our history" (16).
Stanley G. Payne, The Franco R.egime, 1936-1975 (London: Phoenix Press, 2000),
279, 332.
Case in point: Robert V. Remni, A Short History of the United States (New York:
HarperCollins, 2008), characterizes the Spanish conquistadors as "tough, ruthless soldiers who spared no life" (6), adding the "Spaniards swarmed over the
Americas" (7). In contrast, he describes those who came to the New World
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Hispanophobia aside, properly remembering Juan Ponce
would perhaps be a simple matter if the only dispute was over the
Fountain. There is also the problem of dates. First, a number of
works incorrectly cite 1512 as the year of Juan Ponce's initial landing in Florida. 61 This is due to an error in the Herrera text that was
spotted in the 1880s-ttfter someone surmised that an Easter landing
could have occurred in 1513 but not 1512. 62 Inexcusably, as late as
1964 the University of_Florida Press published a work citing the
incorrect landing date of 1512. 63 An American history textbook,
published in 1994, carelessly provides a landing date of 1515. 64 A
second issue, related to the first, is the story of how Florida was
named. Older textbooks, for the most part, explain that the Easter
Day landing had something to do with the naming of the territory.
For instance, Edward Channing's 1908 American history textbook
states, "On Easter Sunday, 1513, he anchored off the shores of a
new land. The Spanish name for Easter was La Pascua de los Flores.
So De Leon called the new land Florida. For the Spaniards were
a very religious people and usually named their lands and settlements from saints or religious events." 65 Complicating matters,
Irving's work recorded the day as being Palm Sunday and influenced other writers to make the same mistake. 66 Not surprisingly,
the faith-focused textbook Unto a Good Land (2005) is careful to
tell readers about this E~ster connection, but the current trend,
perhaps due to the increasing secularization of American culture,
is for textbooks to leave out this detail. 67 On the other hand, the
writer Peter Parley, in his 1860 history and geography textbook,
left out Easter, but instead wrote that Florida "received its name

61

62
63
64

65

66
67

from Britain as "colonists" under the sponsorship of "adventurous English
merchants" (10).
John Clark Ridpath, History of the United States Prepared Especially for School,s
(1876; reprint, New York: Arno Press, 1974), 21; Joel Doorman Steele and
Esther Baker Steele, A Brief History of the United States (New York: American
Book Company, 1900), 27; Dexter Perkins and Glyndon G. Van Deusen, The
United States ofAmerica: A History, vol. 1, 2"d ed. (New York: Macmillan, 1968), 8.
Davis, "Record of Ponce de Leon's Discovery," 14-15.
George M. Barbour, Florida for Tourists, Invalids, and Settlers (Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1964), 209.
Gary B. Nash, Julie Roy Jeffrey, John R. Howe, Peter J. Frederick, Allen F.
David, and Allan M. Winkler, The American People: Creating a Nation and a Society,
3rc1 ed. (New York: HarperCollins College Publishers, 1994), 27.
Edward Channing, A Short History of the United States for School Use (New York:
Macmillan, 1908), chapter 2, paragraph 11 http://www.gutenberg.org/
files/12423/12423-h/12423-h.htm#II (accessed August 1, 2015).
Davis, "Record of Ponce de Leon's Discovery," 15.
Harrell, Jr., et al., Unto a Good Land, 15.
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from the abundance of wild flowers that flourished upon its soil." 68
Actually, this is in harmony with the findings of James E. Kelly, Jr. ,
who argues that Herrera's account of the Florida landing has been
misinterpreted: Florida was named La Florida (after flowers) and
not Pascua Florida (after Easter) .69 If the naming of the land is discussed, writers will typically take a cautious approach, as does Martin Sandler: "Ponce de Le6n named the land Florida (the Spanish
word for "flowery") either because he arrived during Pasqua Florida
(Spanish for 'Flowery Passover" or Easter season) or because he
was taken with the vibrant vegetation he encountered. "70
A less controversial topic is the Gulf Stream, but one would be
hard pressed to find a textbook that credits Juan Ponce with this
immense discovery. Impressively, in the Florida state history produced by the Federal Writers Project, part of the New Deal's Works
Progress Administration (WPA) program, there is a reference to
this current that became vitally important for early Atlantic shipping: "After a six months' vain quest for gold and the Fountain, he
Uuan Ponce] returned to Puerto Rico, on the way making the valuable discovery of the Bahama channel, later used by fleets plying
between the Colonies and Spain. "71 As explained by Robert Fuson,
the Gulf Stream "became the oceanic highway from America to
Europe and remained such until the middle of the nineteenth
century." 72 Years later even Michael Wood would fail to make note
of this, only crediting the explorer with the land discovery: "After
Ponce de Leon's voyage of 1513, there was no doubt that a large
landmass extended north of Cuba and west of the Bahamas. "73
According to Douglas Peck, historians largely ignored Juan
Ponce de Le6n until 1913, the 400th anniversary of the European
discovery of Florida. 74 Over the years the European explorer was
overshadowed by other conquistadors who achieved more, had
more interesting adventures, and left in their wake more historical
68

72
73

Peter Parley, The First Book of History, Combined with Geography; containing the History and Geography of the Western Hemisphere (Boston: Swan, Brewer and Tiles ton,
1860), 93.
James E. Kelley, Jr., ''.Juan Ponce de Leon's Discovery of Florida: Herrera's Narrative Revisited," Revista deHistoria deAmirica, no. 111(January:June1991): 34.
Sandler, Atlantic Ocean, 113.
Federal Writers Project, Florida: A Guide to the Southernmost State (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1939), 48.
Fuson,Juan Ponce de Leon, 223-224.
Michael Wood, Conquistadors (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000),

74

Peck, "Anatomy of an Historical Fantasy," 79 .

69
70
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documents. The limited record on Juan Ponce was not always
handled judiciously as the top scholars focused their attention on
other conquistadors. Textbook writers looked over the shoulders
of other tex tbook writers, passing on the same mistakes, sometimes
with embellishment, to the next generation of students. 75 Between
1913 and 2013 attem-pts have been made to fill in the gaps on Juan
Ponce, but much of the effort has been spent debunking what previous historians have
itten and quibbling over the translation
of pertinent documents from Spanish into English. The story of
Juan Ponce's interest in finding the Fountain of Youth has come
under great criticism, to the point that some might be surprised
to know that this story was not produced out of thin air by American writers but was drawn from sixteenth-century Spanish texts .
The hermeneutic hullabaloo over those sources has perhaps led
some textbook authors to abbreviate what is written about Juan
Ponce-fewer details, fewer chances for mistakes. Students who
may have heard about the legend of the Fountain of Youth will be
puzzled to read about the explorer associated with this story and
find no mention of it. As]. Michael Francis concedes, the Fountain of Youth is "Florida's most enduring myth" and is a tale that
has even "transcended myth." 76 Inversely, history textbooks seldom
credit the explorer for his important discovery of the Gulf Stream.
Most significantly, by givi~gJuan Ponce de Leon short shrift.American history textbooks miss an opportunity to show that at one level
America's oldest European roots are actually Spanish.
75
76

Ibid. , 81.
Michael Francis, 'Juan Ponce De Leon and the Fountain of Youth: History,
Myth, and the Commemoration of Florida's Past," in Voyages of Ponce de L eon,
132.

J.
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Daniel Murphree, Book Review Editor
La Fl,orida: Five Hundred Years ofHispanic Presence. Edited by Viviana
Diaz Balsera and Rachel A. May. (Gainesville: University Press
of Florida, 2014. Acknowledgments, figures, tables, notes. Pp.
xv, 312. $79.95 cloth.)
While many are familiar with Florida's close relationship to
Spain and Latin America, few realize the depth of the relationships
or the duration of the Spanish presence in Florida. From its "discovery" by Ponce de Leon to the recent influx of immigrants from
across South America, Florida has been shaped by Hispanic culture and peoples. The edited volume, La Florida: Five Hundred Years
of Hispanic Presence, seeks to reveal and synthesize this influence.
Divided into two parts, the work first looks at colonial Florida as a
Spanish territory. It then moves into the modern period examining
the continuing Hispanic presence in Florida after its transformation into a U.S. state. While tracing the general Spanish history of
Florida, the chapters also cover various themes from the myth of
the Fountain of Youth to the state's economic and military contribution to the larger Spanish Empire. A few authors even delve into
race relations from the I 7rh to 2Pt centuries.
At times the chapters can overlap, repeating details or events.
However, this is a common issue with edited volumes by multiple
authors. Some chapt~rs are stronger than others. The chapters
that form the first half of the work, which focus on colonial Spanish Florida, are the most compelling. Here we see how Florida,
as a Spanish territory, helped shape the larger United States, in
part because St. Augustine was founded decades prior to either
[108]
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Jamestown or Plymouth. Some of the most interesting essays dealing with Spanish Florida are those centered on the territory's native
peoples. FromJerald T. Milanich's essay, "Charting Juan Ponce de
Leon's 1513 Voyage to Florida: The Calusa Indians amid Latitudes
of Controversy" to Amy Turner Bushnell's "A Land Renowned for
War: Florida as a Maritime Marchland," we see how Florida's indigenous groups remained vital participants in the Florida experiment, often hindering the Spaniards' best laid plans for economic
success in North America. Bushnell also eloquently points out that
while Florida may have never been the crown jewel of the Spanish empire, it did in faersucceed in protecting the empire and its
treasure fleets, essentially as a fortress on the edge of the "Spanish
Lake."
The volume goes well beyond the native inhabitants of La
Florida and their interactions with European powers, evidenced
by Raquel Chang-Rodriguez's chapter "On the Trail of Texts from
Early Spanish Florida: Garcilaso's La Florida del Inca and Ore's Relacion de los martires." Chang-Rodriguez pairs the two famous Peruvian chronicles to gain a better picture of life in colonial Florida
and see how they united Cuzco, Cordoba, and La Florida into one
space. This essay does one of the best jobs in the volume of weaving together the lives of Spain's colonists throughout the immense
empire, all linked to a-!ld through Spanish Florida. The first half of
the volume also addresses the twin issues of slavery and race in the
U.S. South and at the edge of the Spanish Empire inJane Landers'
essay "Giving Liberty to All: Spanish Florida as a Black Sanctuary,
1673-1790." Here the author demonstrates the differences between
Iberian and British slave systems, using the free black town Gracia
Real de Santa Teresa de Mose, and its free black militia, to show the
opportunities available to escaped slaves in Spanish Florida. The
tension developing due to the Spanish policy of sanctuary then
leads naturally into the final chapter of the first half that examines
the diverse factors (both domestic and international) that led to
Spain's loss of Florida to the United States in 1819.
Although the second portion of the volume intends to "show
the changing patterns and influence of Hispanic-Caribbean migration into Florida in the last decades of the twentieth century," (xii)
it falls short. While the second half begins strong, particularly the
piece on Amelia Island's role in both the American Revolution and
Florida's movement toward statehood, it begins to lose momentum
shortly thereafter. First of all, we skip ahead nearly a full century
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from Florida becoming a state to the 1920s and Florida's "rediscovery" of its Hispanic past. One highlight is the discussion of Hispanic architecture, arts, and food from St. Augustine to Coral Gables,
by Richard L. Kagan, which is very well done.
Then, while Darien J. Davis's essay on the impact of Cuban
immigrants (particularly Afro-Cubans) to Florida prior to the
Cuban Revolution is eye-opening, the volume does not pay enough
attention to the diversification of Hispanic immigrants during
the second half of the 20th century. In fact, only one chapter, Alex
Stepick and Marcos Feldman's "Miami in the Twenty-First Century: Still on the Edge?," addresses the large numbers of Hispanic
immigrants from South and Central America who are changing the
face of Florida. Additionally, the majority of the chapters (in both
halves of the volume) depend almost entirely on secondary sources and present little new or innovative interpretations of Florida's
historiography. However, the work's goal is not to present original
research, but rather to "facilitate an understanding of the deep and
complex transatlantic connections between Spain, Africa, and the
Americas that influenced Florida's past; the demands that Florida
faces in its present as a crossroad of cultures, peoples, and legacies;
and the ensuing challenges that will continue to shape its future
as one of the most diverse states in the nation," and it succeeds
in this respect (xii) .. La Florida should be applauded for its readability and accessibility to both scholars and the interested general
public alike. Overall, this volume will serve as a great introduction
to Hispanic Florida.
Erin W. Stone

University of West Florida

The Origfris of Southern Evangelicalism: Religi,ous Revivalism in the
South Carolina Lowcountry, 1670-1760. By Thomas J. Little.
(Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2013. Preface,
notes, bibliography, index. Pp. xv, 296. $49.95 cloth.)
In The Origins of Southern Evangelicalism: Religious Revivalism in
the South CarolinaLowcountry, 1670-1760, Thomas]. Little has introduced some much needed complexity to historians' understanding
of evangelicalism in the colonial South. While much solid scholarship published recently focuses on both the Church of England
and dissenting traditions in Virginia, the Lower South has attracted
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far less attention. In addition, Little also situates the religious history of South Carolina in its larger Atlantic framework, an interpretive strategy rarely used in colonial American religious studies.
The Virginia model has dominated the historiography of religion in the colonial South, often being seen as "representative of
the region" (xii) as a whole, yet this model fails to adequately illuminate the nature ofe vangelicalism in other Southern colonies.
Unlike Virginia, where the white population was largely homogenous, South Carolina's E-Hropean population was far more diverse,
resulting in "cosmopolitan and multiethnic elements" (xiv) that
helped forge an evangelical tradition there by the end of the seventeenth century. Evangelicalism and revivalism came much earlier
to South Carolina than to the Chesapeake, well before the Great
Awakening. And the intensity of religious fervor may also have
been greater in South Carolina than in Virginia: by approximately
1750, South Carolina had twice the churches on a per capita basis
than the Old Dominion.
The proprietors of the colony actually laid the foundation for
the early rise of evangelicalism in South Carolina. In an effort to
recruit settlers they offered liberal enticements: inexpensive land,
self-government, and freedom of religion. As a result, by 1700
Protestant dissenters-among them Baptists, Quakers, Congregationalists, Presbyterians, and Huguenots-constituted a majority of
the white population in the.colony.
Following the Bloodless Revolution in 1719, the revolt whereby
South Carolina became a royal colony, the migration of dissenting Protestants to South Carolina increased. This was largely the
result of the appointment of Robert Johnson as governor. A native
of the colony and an Anglican, Johnson possessed a broad view of
religious toleration, marking something of a departure from the
attitudes of some previous Anglican governors of South Carolina.
Johnson's plan of defending the colony from potential attacks by
the French, Spanish, or Native Americans, led him to propose
creating a series of eleven townships on the frontier that would
serve as buffers against possible incursions. Protestant immigrants
would populate the townships. While Johnson's plan never attracted the number of immigrants he had hoped it would, the plan
nonetheless increased the ethnic and religious diversity of the colony, including Welsh Baptists, Dutch Reformed, German Lutherans,
and many others. All of these immigrants helped to create what
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Little called "the development of a new religious synthesis during
the era of the Great Awakening" (83).
The clear prose in The Origins of Southern Evangelicalism reveals
a passionately religious society in the South Carolina lowcountry
rather than the one of religious indifference so often portrayed,
and not one dominated by the Anglican Church either. Despite its
privileged place, the Church of England struggled in South Carolina's pluralistic environment. This carefully researched and well
documented work will challenge much of what historians thought
they knew about religion in the early South. Little also does a very
fine job of defining terms and explaining movements, all of which
gives the reader greater confidence about his persuasive argument.
One example lies in his definition of high church when describing
members of the Church of England. Whereas some people think
the term refers to a style of worship, Little gets it right: in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries high church referred to someone who believed that episcopacy was absolutely essential.
The greatest flaw with Little's work is the less than sterling editing. It is unclear whether this fault lies with the author or the editor, but there are numerous places where words are left out, words
are printed twice, or there are grammatical errors: "In the wake this
showdown ... " (34), "in a effort to curb the factionalism ... " (36),
and "Quickly realizing the 'the great danger' that might arise ... "
(160), are just a few examples. These editorial lapses mar an otherwise solid contribution.
Nonetheless, The Origins of Southern Evangelicalism: Religious
Revivalism in the South Carolina Lowcountry is an important book that
deserves a place on many bookshelves and reading lists.
Edward Bond

Alabama A & M University

The Charleston Orphan House: Children's Lives in the First Public
Orphanage in America. By John E. Murray. (Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 2013. Acknowledgments, illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. Pp. xx, 258. $30.00 paper)

John Murray's book is a strong contribution to the growing
literature on the interactions between the poor and the institutions
upon which they depended for support, and especially to the literature on southern poverty. Murray's questions are not new, but
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the sources he brings to bear on answering those questions are
unusually rich, and his picture of the white poor of early national
and antebellum Charleston, South Carolina, is nuanced and compelling. Readable, exhaustively researched, and clearly argued,
the book unquestionably achieves one of Murray's central aims:
"to let the children and their parents tell their own stories" (xiv).
Murray's work is ?ased on a substantial cache of records, including
admission applications, commissioners' minutes, records of indentures, annual physicians' reports. He has drawn from this range
of sources to provide both quantitative and anecdotal evidence of
the impact of institutionalization on the lives of Charleston's poor
white children.
Several important pieces of the framework of Murray's study
will be familiar to scholars of institutional poverty in the northeast, and to readers of Murray's previous work on apprenticeship:
the administration of the Orphan House was shaped by the social,
class, and racial relationships of its community; the institution was
only moderately successful at training or reforming its charges; and
the institution struggled to balance moral responsibility toward its
charges with pragmatic concerns of funding and consistent administrative policy. Two aspects of Murray's study render it especially
valuable: first, it includes an enormous amount of data on the institution's inmates and their families, and the details of their lives that
can be extremely difficult to piece together for the historian of poverty in early America. The book allows glimpses into communities
among the poor, which few scholars have been able to illuminate
at all. Second, the book documents an institution to which-unlike
county-funded poorhouses or many other private organizationsfamilies wanted to accept their children.
Murray's book depicts an institution that struggled to understand and adapt to the changing population of Charleston, and to
support racial solidarity in a society where white and black remained
sharply divided. At the same time, the composition of white poverty changed dramatically, from mostly native-born in the early years
of the new republic to primarily immigrant byt the 1850s, and the
ability of the commissioners to place boys in craft apprenticeships
declined. The institution educated children according to their
gender and class, as any institution would, but the commissioners
also adjusted the education of its inmates to reflect both shifts in
local labor markets and the availability of particular sorts of work
for young white men and women.
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Regardless of the institution's success at its stated purpose-to
"turn its charges into 'useful' adults," the citizens of Charleston
seem to have been convinced that its intentions were benevolent,
and that children would at least be no worse off within the walls of
the Orphan House than outside them. This sense of the institution as fundamentally supportive of community values underlay its
relationships both with the community and with other charitable
institutions such as the almshouse, and to a scholar of antebellum
poverty the sections of the book that deal with these relationships
will seem unusually free of conflict over authority and squabbles
over outstanding accounts.
The relationships Murray outlines are marvelously complex,
as he is able to examine the narratives offered by families in the
course of appealing to the institution; the interactions of families
with administrators in the course of establishing, monitoring, and
in some cases nullifying apprenticeships; and in some cases the
lives of children after they left the house. As other scholars have
argued and Murray details here, the apprenticeship of a child or
the child's residence in the Orphan House did not sever relationships with the rest of the family, whose members often stayed in
communication with the child and with the administrators, occasionally intervening (or interfering) in apprentices' placements
and education. These rich records allow Murray to explore the
complexity of family life in a period where widows were plentiful
and the economy often unstable: whether a woman was able to
retain or recover her children depended on both the financial condition of her new husband and his willingness to support another
man's children. If a woman was able to present evidence of sufficient prosperity she might be able to regain her children from
the Orphan House or from an apprenticeship when she had not
remarried; and remarried or not, admj.nistrators felt justified in
denying families access when they disapproved of remarriages or
individ_u als' behavior or character. One of the substantial strengths
of the book is Murray's ability to trace the lives of children after
they left the Orphan House as apprentices (the most common
cause for departure), adoptees, and to some extent, as escapees.
Murray details the lives of families using the institution to
describe both the ways in which families employed the institution
during times of financial strain or disruption by death of a parent or parents, and the ways in which patterns of use and administrative values changed over time. In these shifts are some of the
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most interesting findings of the study. Before 1800, for example,
when parents remarried, the children of the first marriage were
frequently sent to the Orphan House to be apprenticed out; by
the 1830s, women in particular were more often retaining their
children; and by 1860, about half as many children returned to
families as were apprenticed. This shift was not solely due to
administrators' attempts to equip apprentices to cope with a changing labor market; the particular relationship of the Orphan House
with the residents of the city allows Murray to argue that Orphan
House administrators' interactions with families were also shaped
by changing ideas about childrearing.
The Charleston Orphan House is an intimate history of an institution, and an important addition to efforts by scholars of institutionalization to situate the structures of social welfare in their
communities.
Monique Bourque

Willamette University

The Green and the Gray: The Irish in the Confederate States ofAmerica.
By David T. Gleeson.
(Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2013. Acknowledgments, illustrations, tables,
appendices, notes, bibliography, index, Pp. xiii, 328. $35.00
cloth.)
-

In a book that is equally as accessible and useful for popular
audiences as it is for scholars, David T. Gleeson achieves two important tasks. On the one hand, Gleeson highlights the ambiguities
of Irish Americans' experiences in the Confederacy and uses their
example to pinpoint the shortcomings of Confederate nationalism.
On the other hand, he traces over the course of several decades
how Irish immigrants and their descendants came to embrace the
Confederate project despite a mixed record of participation in the
Confederacy. Thus, The Green and the Gray offers a cautionary tale
against treating war as a crucible of immigrant identity, even as it
also demonstrates the ease with which being Irish and being southern could intersect in meaningful ways during the second half of
the nineteenth century.
Irish Americans' strained relationship with the Confederate
States of America predated secession. Excepting the nationalist exile and proslavery enthusiast John Mitchel, the Irish in the
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South eschewed fire-eaters and only accepted the necessity of severing ties to the Union after the election of 1860. Once across the
Rubicon, many Irish Confederates (and some native-born Confederate statesmen) rallied their countrymen to the cause by drawing parallels between Ireland's plight in its political union to Great Britain
and the South's fate if it did not secure independence. But Gleeson
is careful to point out that neither the "parallel struggles" analogy
nor a desire to preserve slavery fully invested the Irish in the Confederate war effort. Even in the war's first two years, Irish immigrants
in the Confederate army and on the home front sought to escape
military service by claiming the protection_of British citizenship.
Much of the analysis in The Green and the Gray revolves around
how the Irish performed in the Confederate war effort. Gleeson
does Civil War historians a service by combining isonymy (surname
analysis), company rosters, and census data to downgrade our best
estimate for how many Irish Americans fought for the Confederacy, a figure that he places at about 20,000. Even more important
are the nuances in the book's analysis of how Irish soldiers performed in the Confederate army. Some of the predominantly Irish
American companies under examination suffered shockingly high
casualty rates, while others displayed a propensity to desert and
to swear an oath of allegiance to the United States government
after being captured. Gleeson probes deeper and finds that these
disparities are best explained by ground level factors like leadership, where each company was stationed, how long each company
served, and the socioeconomic backgrounds of the rank and file.
There were distinct Irish, southern, and military influences on how
Irish southerners fought, and Gleeson teases out all three categories to dispel popular perceptions of the "Fighting Irish" as archetypal Confederates.
One of the book's best insights is that Irish Confederates cultivated the "Fighting Irish" image in order to gloss over not only
deserting and oath-taking comrades but a less than enthusiastic
home front as well. To be sure, prominent Irish Confederates
like the aforementioned Mitchel, Charleston judge and South
Carolina Governor A.G. Magrath, and New Orleans editor John
Maginnis had little trouble whipping up Irish Confederate patriotism in 1861 and 1862. Alongside these civic Confederate boosters stood the Roman Catholic hierarchy in the South. The mostly
Irish-born bishops, priests, and nuns in the Confederate states were
almost without exception steadfast rebels who gave to their Irish
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Confederate co-religionists a theological defense of slavery and a
moral justification for secession. But Gleeson shows that the economic turmoil caused by the war eroded Irish enthusiasm for the
Confederacy. Working menial jobs in hotly contested cities like
Charleston, Savannah, and New Orleans, the Irish in the South
were disproportionately impacted by the conflict. They therefore
circumvented military service and accepted federal occupation
with relative ease as t!!,e war dragged on. Gleeson finds evidence
that this pattern of Irish Confederate weariness, having its origins
in the sectional crisis, manifested in the immediate postwar era in
the form of scattered Irish support for Radical Reconstruction .
Ultimately, however, - the threat that Radical Reconstruction
posed to the South's socioeconomic hierarchy led Irish southerners to celebrate its downfall and to join in memorializing the Lost
Cause. In the book's final chapter, Gleeson examines how the Irish
conjured a Confederate spirit in the last third of the nineteenth century that many of them had abandoned during the Civil War. Here,
Irish backgrounds were essential, for the sense of exile and longing
for return that had been brought to America by the Irish famine
complemented the mood of the postbellum South. Meanwhile, participating in the memorialization of the Confederacy- and especially of prominent Irish Confederates-allowed the Irish to lay claim to
a "true" southern identity that they had not earned during the war.
In arguing that Irish Americans' experiences in the Civil
War South reveal the limitations of Confederate nationalism,
Gleeson emphasizes that his book does not advance an explanation for the Confederacy's defeat. Instead, it aims to highlight
the fluidity and even the impotency of national identity in the
mid-nineteenth century, and it does this admirably. The Green
and the Gray is essential reading for those seeking an authoritative account of the Irish in the South during the Civil War era,
although readers with an interest in Florida history will have to
be satisfied with brief discussions of the Amelia Island planter,
secession convention attendee, and Confederate general Joseph
Finegan. Additionally, by framing his analysis of the Irish Confederate experience as an inquiry into the nature of Confederate
patriotism, Gleeson offers conclusions that merit consideration
by anyone who wishes to understand the traj ectory and legacy of
the Confederate States of America.
Ian Delahanty
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Slavery and Freedom in Savannah. Edited by Leslie M. Harris and
Daina R. Berry (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2014.
Acknowledgements, illustrations, notes, index, Pp. xxi, 288.
$34. 95.)

Slavery and Freedom in Savannah is a collection of nine full essays
supplemented by twenty-five short essays incorporated as "sidebars"
that examines the more than two hundred-year social, cultural,
and intellectual history of African Americans in Savannah, Georgia, both enslaved and free. Starting with the transatlantic slave
trade and its impact following Georgia's_founding in 1733, the
work's scope extends to the beginning of the end ofJim Crow with
the U. S. Supreme Court decision in Brown v. Board of Education in
1954. Yet with Black Savannah 1788 - 1864 by Whittington B. Johnson published in 1996, and The Negro in Savannah, 1865 - 1900 by
Robert Perdue published even earlier in 1971 (both without illustrations), students and readers of the African-American southern
experience might logically ask: What does this work tell us that we
do not already know?
Slavery and Freedom adds another 100 to 175 years of Savannah's African-American past experience (before Johnson and
after Perdue) through the end of and after the Civil War that
includes Reconstruction and its challenges. It also examines the
period that followed, regularly, if at times formulaically, referred
to as the "nadir," or the lowest point in attitudes of white Americans about the lives of black Americans. Yet, Slavery and Freedom
more than succeeds at providing a scholarly interpretation of over
two hundred years of black Savannah. Its collection of essays offers
points of view that draw upon varied sources chronologically while
capturing the meaning of the middle ground experience between
slavery and freedom. However, the collection's main argument,
even as each essay establishes its own thesis, is that the middle
ground of slavery and freedom and the ground surrounding it,
before and after the Civil War, cannot be understood unless seen
within its urban context.
Savannah's emergence as a transatlantic port and point of
embarkation for enslaved West African workers forced to labor
in the rice and indigo fields of the low country, the cotton commerce following the technology of the gin that enhanced Savannah's role in the expanding global market's demand for such
commodities, as well as the urban experiences unique to its port
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city activities shaped the experience of slavery, freedom, and its
middle ground. This is surely not to say that the rural experience
of plantation slavery that defined more than 80% of the prewar
experience of enslaved workers is historiographically less relevant.
Instead, this collection argues that the story cannot be whole unless
it also includes the urban experience that contains it in places like
Charleston, New 9rleans, Mobile and Savannah. Here, the story
includes the view from the main house and the slave quarters,
within a neighborhood and its occupants, free and enslaved, mistresses and "servants" centrally located within the port city's political, social and commercial urban life, skilled laborers and market
entrepreneurs of African descent that also owned humans, passing
their ownership on through their estates, and, a postwar intellectual culture securing a place and space in the public sphere of their
urban lives when as the nadir would have it, those lives were all but
extinct.
But it is perhaps in the middle ground of slavery and freedom
with black Savannah, both enslaved and free, that these collected
essays assume their most interesting feature. At the center of this
collection is a narrative of historical agency in the institution of the
black church with its origins in 1788; barely more than 50 years following Savannah's founding. Intertwined with Savannah's port city
history and its increasing dependence on slave labor to sustain its
growth and developmentis the history of Savannah's black church
life in the founding of the First African Baptist, Second African
Baptist and Third African Baptist churches, all well within the first
quarter of the nineteenth century as the cotton economy took hold
of the city's port and from there its social and political life. Slavery
and Freedom reveals these venerable institutions often making a way
out of no way for their membership, operating within the middle
ground of slavery and freedom, as ministers, at times enslaved,
acted through guardianships held by whites required by law, while
they pastored churches made up of enslaved and free black folks,
alike. That the black church, at first aggressively opposed by Savannah's white leadership as a threat to its control of slave labor, was
soon recognized as intending "peace and reconciliation," and its
growth aided by that leadership is worth noting, and this collection
of essays does.
In this setting, a packet of sixty copies of David Walker's Appeal
arrived in Savannah in 1830, an incendiary pamphlet urging
insurrection by the enslaved, delivered from its port in the hands
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of a white steward of a Boston brig to the pastor of the Second
African Baptist Church, Rev. Henry Cunningham. Walker's biographer tells us that Cunningham immediately returned the pamphlets upon learning of their contents and "probably" alerted the
police with the steward soon after questioned. In doing so, Cunningham initiated the chain of events that followed, 'Yhich included seizure of the pamphlets, the governor's alert to the legislatures,
new laws quarantining black sailors entering Georgia's ports, new
penalties for seditious literature, and tightened laws against educating slaves. Surely, if Cunningham initiated this sequence of events,
operating as a formerly enslaved, freed man of African descent
while pastoring a church of free and enslaved African descendants
and functioning within the middle ground of slavery and freedom,
his motives for doing so must have been complex. This collection
of essays about how slavery and freedom operated in Savannah
does not address this situation and it seems unlikely that we will
ever know more than we do. Yet what the collection does address,
it addresses well, adding the urban experience to the disciplines
of knowledge that help us understand the historical meaning of
slavery and freedom in Savannah.

Michael Benjamin

Savannah, Georgia

Mary Ann Carroll, First Lady of the Highwaymen. By Gary Monroe.
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2014. Foreword,
illustrations, Preface, A Note on the Paintings. Pp. xv, 175.
$39.95 cloth.)
The Highwaymen burst onto Florida's art scene in the 1950s
with their vivid paintings of a Florida on the road to becoming
a mega ~tate, but with enough of its unique natural environment
remaining to make it an apt subject for their work. They continued to paint into the 1970s. The Highwaymen portrayed an idyllic
Florida rushing into the Post-World War II era with its seemingly
unpolluted lakes, ocean, subtropical trees and birds, its luminous
skies, and the ubiquitous Royal Poinciana trees, which are native,
not to the Sunshine State, but to far away Madagascar. While the
thousands of paintings produced by the Highwaymen found their
way into professional offices, restaurants and hotel lobbies, it is
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what has transpired in the past twenty years that has brought them
iconic status. In this more recent era, their works have skyrocketed
in value as collectors have queued up to purchase portraits of a vanishing Florida, under continued assault from developers and highway builders, one that holds much nostalgia for those who recall
the Sunshine State gf that era.
Twenty-six Afr~can American artists hailing from Fort Pierce,
an unattractive community bedeviled by Jim Crow and racism,
comprised the Highwaymen. Only one of these painters, Mary
Ann Carroll, was a woman. Their portraits of the Florida of just a
half century ago focused on the Sunshine State's east coast areas.
Non-traditional artists, they were influenced by Beanie Backus, a
kindly, Caucasian painter who also worked out of Fort Pierce , and
showed them his paintings of the natural environment around the
Lake Okeechobee region and elsewhere. The Highwaymen did
not paint in a formal studio, but wherever they could, and they sold
these paintings for $25 to $35 out of the trunks of their cars, which
took them along Florida's back roads, from Miami to Flagler Beach,
in search of sales. Recognized in their time as a unique genre of
painters, for both their subject matter and for the bright colors
employed in their work, the Highwaymen carved out a decent living for themselves, clearly one superior to the alternative, which
would have entailed wrenching work in servile tasks, such as that
found in the agricultural fields in and around Fort Pierce. Further,
they defied the segregation norms of that era by selling their works
almost exclusively to white professionals.
In Mary Ann Carroll, First Lady of the Highwaymen, Gary Monroe,
a professor of fine arts and photography at Daytona State College
and the author of two other works on the Highwaymen, introduces
us to the lone Highwaywoman. Monroe's study is divided into several parts. One tells of the life of Carroll, from her evolution as a
young mother up against the evils ofJim Crow and gender discrimination, to that of a fledging artist influenced by the works of more
accomplished Highwaymen, and through her time as founder and
spiritual leader of the Foundation Revival Center in Fort Pierce,
a small Protestant church in Fort Pierce. Carroll is a woman recognized at the highest levels of the national government for her
achievements in the face of formidable barriers. Monroe relied on
his interviews with Carroll for much of his information here.
Another portion of Monroe's study examines the stifling racism of Fort Pierce and Lincoln Park, the black neighborhood that
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was the home of the Highwaymen since the middle decades of the
twentieth century, a quarter that has experienced the same spasms
of change as other "Colored Towns" throughout the South, with
the exception that segregation lingered there longer than elsewhere. The largest portion of the book displays more than sixty-five
of Carroll's paintings, many of a breathtaking nature with the sea
and sky as a backdrop.
Like other members of this unique society of painters, Carroll was almost entirely self-taught, although she received help
early in her career from Harold Newton, a leading Highwayman,
and the aforementioned Beanie Backus. As a single mother with
seven children to feed, she was able to circumvent what would have
been the typical sentence for someone with her profile by painting and selling, and always with a sense of urgency because of her
family's dependency on her. While she was "a member in good
standing" with other Highwaymen, her abstention from alcohol
and the frequent partying that characterized the social side of the
group, along with her spirituality, set her apart from them. Carroll's achievements as an artist speak to the serious approach she
applied to her work and her life.
Gary Monroe is the unofficial biographer of the Highwaymen. Each of his books chronicle their work and provide us with a
deeper understanding of these painters, the segregated world they
found themselves in, and the uplifting story of their "rediscovery,"
owing to the rich portraiture they have provided us of a rapidly
vanishing Florida. Gary Monroe is to be commended for these
important studies, which have added still another element to the
rich social and artistic history of the Sunshine State.
Paul S. George

History Miami

FourthD.o wn in Dunbar. By David A. Dorsey. (Gainesville: University
Press of Florida, 2014. Acknowledgements, illustrations, notes.
Pp.199. $24.95 cloth.)

Dunbar is a small neighborhood in Fort Myers, Florida, that
over the past sixty years has produced a very large number of
National Football League (NFL) players. It is an African-American
community plagued by crime, drugs, and unemployment. Those
who are employed earn an average income that falls below the
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poverty line. During the 1980s, Fort Myers became a center for
crack cocaine distribution in the eastern United States, and by the
end of the decade heroin, cocaine and PCP were all well established in the area. Dunbar was producing not only NFL players, but
its share of drug dealers, users, and tragic life stories.
David Dorsey, a _!Jniversity of Kansas graduate, came to Fort
Myers in 1994 and has been working since then as a reporter for the
Fort Myers News-Press. His resume includes both the Kansas City Star
and USA Today. Dorseyarrived with no knowledge of Florida outside
of Disney World and knew nothing of Fort Myers. Upon arrival he was
warned to stay out of the Dunbar neighborhood for his own safety.
What he learned abounfie community was that it was not only
riddled with crime and poverty, but that many individuals who lived
there used football as a means to escape and find "success" in America. It was the numbers that attracted Dorsey's attention and led him
to ask the "why question" about this place and this phenomenon.
His quest to find answers started with the most famous, most
successful, and greatest football player to come out of the community: Deion Sanders. The first chapter opens with his first encounter with Sanders in a day spent with the charismatic athlete. From
this point on, the volume moves from one prominent athlete to
another who either succeeded or failed to break out of Dunbar
and into the wider world of American athletic fame and glory. All
of them had strong ties o the community, some would return,
and some never left. Each story is different and most, even those
from different eras, are interconnected. Those who fail and succeed often come from similar circumstances, and some even come
from the same families. Each chapter tells the story of one, two,
and sometimes, three people.
Why some fail and some succeed remains a mystery. The patterns are often the same-absent fathers, single mothers, poverty,
and the lure of gangs and drugs all play a role in Dunbar. Athletics,
and particularly football, serve as an important outlet for those who
escape, but gridiron success does not always translate beyond Dunbar. Random violence and street crime can intervene, sometimes
fatally. Drugs seem to be the major obstacle, although until sometime in the '90s, neighborhood drug dealers looked out for those
with great athletic skill, protecting them from the drug culture.
The many stories in Fourth Down in Dunbar sometimes seem to
be similar to a movie of a train wreck or plane crash running on a
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continuous loop. The amount of human wreckage encountered in
these pages casts a pall of gloom unrelieved by the success stories.
And how is success defined in this tale of young men who make
it in the NFL? The preoccupation with glitz and bling, expensive
cars, and massive consumption of luxury necessities turns success
into a hollow reward. Is this really the measure of success in America? From these pages the answer to that question is probably "yes."
So how is it that some escape the tragic endings experienced by
many and go on to fame and fortune? Are there any commonalties
to be found within these profiles of football players? It seems to be
that there are some threads that are present in at least several of the
successes, although not all. First, strong dedicated mothers, grandmothers, and sisters are often important. Second, players who succeed often find significant father figures, usually football coaches.
Third, in some cases religion plays a role, often indirectly rather
than from a direct experience with a minister or priest. Fourth, it is
football, a love of the game and a dedication to it that is important
to these young men. And of course, one can never discount the role
of chance and luck which are very often overlooked in a society that
is so invested in the role of the individual as it is in America.
In the end, however, Dorsey's effort falls short in explaining the
mystery of NFL player production out of Dunbar. Perhaps it cannot
be explained. Some greater attempt at summary and analysis could
strengthen this volume. There is a sense of tragic repetition leading
to nowhere, while at the same time there ar:e compelling stories of
triumph over adversity leading to the twin rewards of cash and glory.
If you are interested in the African-American experience in
Florida and/ or the role that sport plays in American society, Fourth
Down in Dunbar offers some insight despite its shortcomings.
Richard C. Crepeau

UrJ,iversity of Central Florida

TheFailureofI'ermLimitsinFlorida. By Kathryn A. De Palo. (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2015. Acknowledgements, tables,
bibliography, index Pp. xviii, 242, $74.95 cloth.)

In the 1990s, the idea oflimiting terms to improve government
swept the nation. Much as prohibition promised a better world in
the 1920s, term limits held out the promise of eliminating career
politicians. Voters in 21 states passed the limiting laws, usually by
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overwhelming margins. The real target of the voter's wrath was the
United States Congress, but those members were out of reach-it
would have taken an amendment to the United States Constitution to make that change. The proponents settled for limiting state
legislatures.
By the turn of the century, the movement slowed. Courts in
four states overturned the limits, and two others repealed them.
Washington state voters rejected term limits.
Florida voters approved term limits in 1992 with the highest
voter margin of all the states-76.8 percent, and the new law went
into effect in 2000. The resu1:_ts were dramatic; the 2000 legislature
featured the largest number of freshmen legislators since statehood in 1845.
Surely, backers predicted, the new limits would usher in what
was called a "citizen" legislature.
Kathryn A. DePalo, a senior instructor at Florida International
University, examines the impact of term limits on politics in Florida. Her conclusions are clear from the title: The Failure of Term
Limits in Florida. Her volume is an excellent examination of an
important topic and certain to be the standard for anyone looking
at term limits.
The model for supporters of term limits was the Roman dictator Cincinnatus, who eliminated corruption in just six months,
then returned to his farm. Members of the Florida Legislature
could have as long as 16 years to accomplish the same results.
Instead of finding Cincinnatus, DePalo found a revolving door.
Politicians still stay on the taxpayer payroll, but they do so by moving from office to office. DePalo's exhaustive research destroys the
myth of the citizen legislator. Shortly before the Amendment went
into effect, about sixty percent of the members of the Se_nate came
from another political office. Today, more than 90 percent are
moving from another political office.
The revolving door can work in many ways: about a third of the
House members have held previous office. After four terms thereor sooner if the opportunity presents itself-they can move to the
Senate, then on to county or constitutional offices. The Legislature
has lost its institutional memory and the ability to develop true leadership, but the restrictions did little to end the career politician.
The time limit has set up an almost comical situation in which
newly elected House members begin campaigning for speaker, or
raising money for a run at another office, even before their victory
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party is over. One candidate for the House announced his candidacy for speaker even before he was elected to his first term. For
others, election to the Legislature is the chance to prepare for a
career as a lobbyist. DePalo found an increase in the number of
legislators who turned to lobbying and showed that Florida has the
nation's highest ratio oflobbyists to legislators, 11-1.
DePalo found that the staff has higher turnover, and more
power. The departures are caused by the turnover of the bosses.
The added power is a result of the elected legislators being new
and unfamiliar with the ways of Tallahassee. Staff members guide
and influence them.
DePalo has done a thorough job, and lays out a convincing
case. She conducted nearly two dozen interviews with state leaders
and found that almost universally they found problems with term
limits. Those who supported the limits came to see the problems
they caused. The very people who championed the limits the most
helped DePalo make her case. In quotation after quotation, they
raise a host of problems with the limits.
In most cases, an author who lays out such a strong case can
hope that it will lead to some effort at reform,but the concept of
term limits has a magical hold on the voters. The original proponent of term limits in Florida was a Winter Park businessman who
borrowed the slogan "Eight is Enough," from the popular television program from the 1970s and 80s. It proved just catchy enough
to overcome those who mounted serious arguments against it.
It is hard to imagine any serious effort to overturn the amendment, or that it would get the necessary 60 percent of the voters to
support the overturn.
Perhaps there should be a book entitled, The Failure of Florida
Voters to Listen to Kathryn A. DePalo.
Jam es C. Clarke

University of Central Florida

North F/,orida Folk Music: History and Tradition. By Ron Johnson.
(Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2014. Preface, acknowledgments, illustrations, appendices, Bibliography, index. Pp.
160. $19.99 paper.)
Much has been written about Florida history, but little about
the history of music in Florida. Wiley L. Housewright's study of
the early years of Florida music, A History of Music and Dance in
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Florida, 1565-1865 (1991) stands as one prominent exception. Now
Ron Johnson has added another to Florida music history with his
lively study of folk music in North Florida. It should be added that
North Florida has a broad meaning here, encompassing most of
the main peninsula above the Everglades, and centering on areas
near Orlando and Tampa.
As the title suggests, Johnson's book is divided into two sections. The first deals w~th history, beginning with the arrival of
the Spanish, through World War II. It is an eminently readable
overview, with some fascinating tidbits. For instance, the French
established a short-lived cq_lony near present-day Jacksonville,
taught hymns and songs fo- the natives, and they, rather than the
Spanish, may have composed the first folk song about Florida. It
is well known that Stephen Foster knew the Suwanee River only as
a euphonious name on a map, but Johnson speculates that Foster
may have actually visited it later. There is no clear evidence that
he did, however.
As we get close to World War II, "History" blends into the
second and largest part of the book, "Traditions." Johnson is
intimately familiar with this topic as President of the North Florida Folk Network and a regular participant in the Florida Folk
Festival in Barberville and the Will McLean Music Festival in
Brooksville.
The "Traditions" section consists of nine short chapters, each
a biography of an important folk musician or musical family: Will
McLean, Gamble Rogers, "Cousin" Thelma Boltin, Paul Champion, Bob Patterson, Charlie Robertson, Frank and Ann Thomas,
the Makley Family, and Don Grooms. He ends with a concluding
chapter on the future of Florida folk music.
Will McLean and Gamble Rogers stand out in Johnson's
book. McLean, who began to sing professionally just atter World
War II, is portrayed as the epitome of the rambling folk singer.
He was an itinerant, hard drinker who lived hand-to-mouth, but
had a legendary voice. Always wearing a black hat, he became
known as the Black Hat Troubadour, and was successful enough
to appear at Carnegie Hall with Pete Seeger. Johnson considers
McLean "The Father of Florida Folk Music" (55) not only because
of his chronological position, but because he was the first folk
singer-songwriter to extoll the virtues of Florida.
According to Johnson, Gamble Rogers "is and will be remembered, without question, as Florida's greatest folk singer" (77).
Professionally he was its most successful. He was a member of the
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Serendipity Singers during the folk music boom in the 1960s before
he left for a solo career that lasted until he drowned attempting to
rescue a tourist caught in the riptide at Flagler's Beach in 1991. He
was known for his storytelling and guitar playing as well as his singing. He had mastered several finger picking styles, and in his songs
and on stage dialogue he created an imaginary Florida with characters and places that distilled to him the essence of the state.
The other chapters are populated by a variety of performers
and friends, ranging from Paul Champion, "The World's Greatest Banjo Player," to Thelma Bolton, the "supreme director" of
the Florida Folk Festival. In these different chapters Johnson
weaves intriguing vignettes, many first-hand, about the important persons who have comprised the Folk scene for the past
half-century.
One particular theme that runs through the book is the
emphasis of Florida folk singers on Florida. Beginning with Will
McLean, who saw the beginnings of the population boom, dreaded the invasion of the developers and knew that it portended the
end of a way of life in Florida, to Dale Crider, a onetime forest
ranger, who saw new environmental threats to Florida - the polluting of air and water, the destruction the petroleum industry
has caused - concern for the natural world of Florida has been
a prime concern or state folk singers, and as well as a central
message of Johnson's work. In the final chapter on the future
of Florida folk music, Johnson considers "saving Florida through
folk music ... an ideal and noble cause." It "is what Florida folk
music is all about," and, according to Johnson, as long as folk
music has a purpose then it will survive (136).
This is not a scholarly book, and it is not intended to be. It
is neither comprehensive nor critical and sometimes his speculation would not withstand close scrutiny. Rather it is an informal,
often vivid glimpse into the world of North Florida folk music,
and revolves mostly around the Florida Folk Festival, the singers participating, the administrators and the world in which they
live. It is many ways ethnographical; through conversations and
interviews Johnson has uncovered many stories and reminisces
of the principals, and the work's main value lies in how he has
brought to life this world, about which so little is known to the
general public.
Michael Broyles
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The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture. Volume 24: Race. Edited
by Thomas C. Holt and Laurie B. Green. (Chapel Hill:
UniversityofNorth CarolinaPress, 2013. General introduction,
illustrations, list of contributors, index. Pp. xviii, 320. $49.95
cloth.)

The U.S. South has long appeared in scholarly and popular
literature as a closed and homogeneous society mostly defined by
its black/white racial binary. The region's many Latinos, Asians,
and Jews as well as its ties to the Caribbean are largely absent from
early histories of the South. _Aiming to provide a fuller and more
nuanced interpretation of Southern culture and society, the Center for the Study of Southern Culture at the University of Mississippi partnered with the University of North Carolina Press in 1989 to
publish a single-volume, 1,656-page Encyclopedia of Southern Culture.
This widely-praised and comprehensive reference work covers topics ranging from agriculture, literature, and folklore to violence,
manners, and the "mythic South." The volume also included a
section titled "Black Life" that used a biracial lens to examine African-American history and culture. Much has changed since 1989.
Informed by recent scholarship on race, (im)migration, and globalization, general editor Charles Reagan Wilson and his team of
volume editors published The New Encyclopedia of Southern Culture,
of which Race makes up the 24th and final volume.
Race opens with two introductions-a general introduction
to The New Encyclopedia and a brief introduction to this volumefollowed by an overview essay by volume editors Thomas C. Holt
and Laurie B. Green titled "Race and Culture in an Ever-Changing South." The first two-thirds of the volume is composed of 36
thematic articles such as "Criminal Justice," "Literature," "Racial
Uplift," and "Sports and Segregation/Integration." Race ends with
29 biographical and topical essays, including sections on Louis
Armstrong and Martin Luther King, Jr. as well as The Birth of a
Nation and soul music.
Despite its mix of individually-authored essays, several themes
and arguments cut across the volume. Acknowledging the fluidity
of race as a social construction, the authors focus on the South's
multiracial landscape and connections to the rest of the world. The
volume pays close attention to regional differences as evidenced
by articles on migration, the Mississippi Delta, police brutality in
the urban South, and segregation and train travel. The South's
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racial diversity is reflected in entries on "Asians, Mexicans, Interracialism, and Racial Ambiguities," 'Jews, Race, and Southernness,"
and "Native Americans and African Americans." Focusing on
the movement of people and ideas more than place, the authors
consider the cultural development of the South alongside its relationship to Europe, Africa, Asia, the Atlantic, the Pacific, and the
Caribbean. Essays on the migration of Asians to the South during
and after the Vietnam War and subsequent 2007 election in Louisiana of an Asian-American governor and congressman show how
multiracial the South has become. Summarizing Race's driving
argument, the volume editors conclude, "Whether by disguise or
misrecognition ... race has been repeatedly revealed as ambiguous,
with uncertain boundaries, constructed and reconstructed within
the borderlands and contested spaces produced by the South's
social-historical transformation" (7).
Those interested in Florida history will find a number of
entries especially helpful. "Lynching and Racial Violence," "Latino Migration," and "Migrant Workers" examine the state's unique
racial and ethnic makeup that includes, in addition to whites and
African Americans, Cubans, Puerto Ricans, Dominicans, Haitians, Mexicans, and Central Americans. The articles emphasize
moments of cooperation as well as conflict between these groups.
Two entries deserve special attention. "Native Americans and African Americans" focuses on runaway slaves and free people of color
who sought refuge in Seminole territory. Unlike the Cherokees,
who adopted a form of chattel slavery, the Seminoles allowed black
migrants to establish maroon towns in exchange for tribute paid
in crops. Another article, "Latino Religion," discusses the migration of Cubans to Miami and Tampa during the first half of the
twentieth century. The overwhelmingly-Catholic migrants set up
churches, schools, and student associations_that mirrored religious
institutions in Cuba.
Schol_ars, journalists, and general readers searching for information on race relations, identity formation, segregation and
desegregation, migration, and notable Southerners of color will
find much to like in this volume. Instructors of African-American
and Southern history as well as American, Africana, and ethnic
studies should consider assigning Race as a supplementary text.
Graduate students working on seminar papers would be wise to
consult this volume before choosing a topic. Race's failing, albeit
minor, is its lack of cross-referencing to other volumes; "Etiquette
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of Race Relations in the Jim Crow South," for instance, appears in
Race and the Myth, Manners, and Memory volume. Criticism aside,
Race is affordable, complex yet intellectually accessible, and wellindexed. It is highly recommended.
Eric Allen Hall
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End Notes
FHS Acquires the Brevard Museum of History and
Natural Science

A new era begins for both the Florida Historical Society and
the Brevard Museum of History and Natural Science as the oldest
cultural organization in the state takes ownership of an outstanding museum.
The facility is now also the home of the Florida Historical Society Archaeological Institute.
"I've been connected with the Florida Historical Society for
almost twenty years now, and this is the most exciting event I've
seen happen," says FHS President Leonard Lempel. "This museum
is a tremendous new edition to the Florida Historical Society. I'm
just real excited about all the opportunities it presents."
The Brevard Museum of History and Natural Science was
established in 1969. The nearly 15,000 square foot facility sits on
a 20-acre nature preserve with walking trails through three Florida
ecosystems. The museum is adjacent to Eastern Florida State College and the University of Central Florida Cocoa campus.
The change in ownership from Brevard Museum, Inc. to the
Florida Historical Society was amicable and even welcomed. With
a passionate and emotionally invested Museum Guild already in
place, the addition of Florida Historical Society personnel and
resources will allow the museum to become even better than it
already is.
"There certainly is a passion," says Lee Bailey, president of the
outgoing Brevard Museum Board of Trustees. "Unfortunately it
takes more than just passion. It has to have really good, solid understanding and knowing how to run a museum. I think with this in
place, we're going to see it thrive."

[132]
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The centerpiece of the Brevard Museum of History and Natural
Science is an exhibition on the amazing Windover Archaeological
Dig. In 1982, an ancient pond cemetery was discovered near Titusville. Hundreds of ritualistically buried bodies were remarkably
well preserved, wrapped in the oldest woven fabric found in North
America. Ninety-one skulls even contained intact brain matter.
The Windover people were between 7,000 and 8,000 years old,
making them 2,000 years older than the Great Pyramids and 3,200
years older than King Tutankhamen.
The museum also features exhibits on other native peoples,
the Spanish Colonial period, pioneer culture, and has numerous
archaeological artifacts.
Many improvements were made to the Brevard Museum of
History and Natural Science under the leadership of outgoing
executive director Nancy Rader. She refreshed exhibits, improved
the museum branding, and increased attendance. Her proudest
achievement was adding a mastodon skeleton that joined the bones
of a giant ground sloth and a saber tooth cat on display.
Rader is very supportive of the changes happening at the museum. "I feel like the Brevard Museum is a real treasure and I really
want the community to jump on board and support it," Rader says.
The museum's mission to educate the public about local history compliments the Florida Historical Society's statewide focus .
From the prehistoric era to pioneer settlement to the launching of
America's space program, Brevard County serves as a microcosm
of Florida history.
Established in 1856, the Florida Historical Society maintains
an extensive archive at the Library of Florida History in Cocoa,
publishes books and periodicals, produces radio and television
programs, operates the Florida Historical Society Archaeological
Institute, and manages the Historic Rossetter House · Museum in
Eau Callie. Our Annual Meeting and Symposium is held in a different Florida city each May, and we participate in festivals, events,
and educational outreach throughout the state.
Bruce Piatek is the new Director of the Florida Historical Society Archaeological Institute and the Brevard Museum of History
and Natural Science. Piatek has an extensive background as both
a professional archaeologist and a museum administrator. He was
City Archaeologist in St. Augustine where he also ran a successful
museum. For 20 years, Piatek was executive ·director of the Florida

Published by STARS, 2015

137

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 94 [2015], No. 1, Art. 1

134

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

Agricultural Museum, building it into the most popular tourist destination in Flagler County.
"I think the Brevard Museum is great. It's got tremendous
potential," says Piatek. "There's been 45 years of hard work by the
folks who put the museum together, got it operating, and have continued to operate it. I think it's exciting what the Florida Historical
Society has planned for coming into the museum and making it a
more vibrant and viable operation."

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY ARCHAEOLOGICAL
INSTITUTE (FHSAI)
The Florida Historical Society (FHS) has established a new
department focusing on the intersection of history and archaeology. FHS launched the Florida Historical Society Archaeological
Institute (FHSAI) on March 4, 2014.
Established in 1856, the Florida Historical Society has been
supporting archaeology in the state for more than a century.
FHS was the first state-wide organization dedicated to the preservation of Florida history and prehistory, as stated in our 1905
constitution. We were the first state-wide organization to preserve
Native American artifacts such as stone pipes, arrowheads, and pottery, and the first to actively promote and publish archaeological
research dating back to the early 1900s. Archaeology enthusiast
Clarence B. Moore became a Member of the Florida Historical
Society in 1907, and donated his written works to the Library of
Florida History.
From the early twentieth century to the present, leading Florida archaeologists have had their work published in the FHS journal, The Florida Historical Quarterly. The Florida Historical Society
was instrumental in the creation of the position of State Archaeologist and the establishment of the Florida Anthropological Society
(FAS) in the 1940s, and served as host of the Florida Public Archaeology Network (FPAN) East Central Region from 2010 through
2013. Under the direction ofFHS, the East Central Region was one
of FPAN's most successful.
Today, FHS is continuing our long tradition of supporting
archaeology in the state with the Florida Historical Society Archaeological Institute (FHSAI). The mission statement says that FHSAI
"is dedicated to educating the public about Florida archaeology
through research, publication, educational outreach, and the promotion of complimentary work by other organizations."
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FLORIDA FRONTIERS: THE WEEKLY RADIO MAGAZINE OF
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Florida Frontiers: The Weekly Radio Magazine of the Florida Historical
Society, airing on public radio stations throughout the state, continues to be one of our most successful educational outreach projects.
The program is a combination of interview segments and produced
features covering history-based events, exhibitions, activities, places, and people in Florida. The program explores the relevance of
Florida history to contemporary society and promotes awareness of
heritage and culture tourism options in the state.
The first section of the program each week is a long-form NPRstyle piece from Florida Frontiers producer and host Ben Brotemarkle, Executive Director of the Florida Historical Society. He talks
with authors of books about Florida history and culture; takes listeners to historic sites around the state; discusses important issues
dealing with education and preservation; and demonstrates how
learning about our history and culture can provide a sense of community to Floridians today.
The second section of the program is a conversation between
Ben Brotemarkle and FHS Educational Resources Coordinator
Ben DiBiase about various items in our archive at the Library of
Florida History in Cocoa. Recent discussions have focused on slave
documents from the El Destino Plantation; the 1821 decree from
Spain informing residents of Florida that they were now living in a
territory of the United States; 19tb century Florida money; and the
FHS collection of Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings materials.
The third section of the program is produced by Robert Cassanello, Associate Professor of History at the University of Central
Florida and an award-winning podcaster. Cassanello's segment has
recently featured a look at urban planning in 1920sJacksonville; a
discussion about wooden Gothic churches in Florida; a visit with
Ernest Hemingway's cats in Key West; and a conversation with Gilbert King, Pulitzer Prize winning author of Devil in the Grove: Thurgood Marshall, the Groveland Boys, and the Dawn of a New America.
Florida Frontiers: The Weekly Radio Magazine of the Florida Historical
Society is currently broadcast on 90.7 WMFE Orlando, Thursdays at
6:30 pm and Sundays at 4:00 pm.; 88.1 WUWF Pensacola, Fridays at
5:30 p.m.; 89.9 ~CT Jacksonville, Mondays at 6:30 pm; 89.5 WFIT
Melbourne, Sundays at 7:00 a.m.; 88.9 WQCS (HD2) Ft. Pierce,
Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m.; 89.l WUFT Gainesville, Saturdays at 6:00
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am and Sundays at 7:30 a.m.; and 90.1 V\Q"UF Inverness, Saturdays
at 6:00 am and Sundays at 7:30 a.m. Check your local NPR listings
for additional airings. The program is archived on the Florida Historical Society web site and accessible any time at www.myfloridahistory.org/frontiers.
Florida Frontiers: The Weekly Radio Magazine of the Florida Historical
Society is made possible in part by the Jessie Ball duPont Fund and
by Florida's Space Coast Office of Tourism, representing destinations from Titusville to Cocoa Beach to Melbourne Beach.

F/,arida Historical Quarterly News
FHQWebsite
The Florida Historical Quarterly now has its own website. Previously Quarterly patrons found information about the journal on the
Florida Historical Society webpage or on the University of Central
Florida Department of History webpage. Yo can still reach the
Quarterly through those sites. Now, however, you can find the FHQ
at its own, expanded site: http:/ /fhq.cah.ucf.edu
•
On the Home page, users can see the editorial staff, connect to JSTOR and PALMM, see the current Facebook
posts, and Donate.
• A Current Issue page shows the cover and the Table of
Contents of the most recent issue.
• The Thompson Award page lists award winners since 2000.
The Submissions page provides guidelines for manuscript
•
submissions, book reviewers, and advertising.
•
The Membership tab takes you directly to the membership
page of the FHS.
•
E-FHQ connects you to the FHQ podcasts; FHQ Online
informs readers about JSTOR, Florida Heritage, and
PALMM. Within a few weeks, FHQ online will also offer its
first fully online article: "Florida's Early West Point Cadets"
by Erwin]. Wunderlich. We are also planning to highlight
the FHQ digital research that our students have been conducting in this space. Keep looking for these additions.
•
The Copyright and Permissions tab informs users about
copyright and permission to u e requirements.
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FLORIDA msTORICAL QUARTERLYPODCASTS
The Florida Historical Quarterly has entered a new era of media.
Dr. Robert Cassanello, Associate Professor of History at the University of Central Florida and a member of the FHQ editorial board,
has accepted a new role as the coordinator for podcast productions.
In conjunction with the Public History programs at UCF, Dr. Cassanello will produce a..podcast for each issue of the Quarterly. Each
podcast will consist of an interview with one of the authors from
the most recent issue of the Quarterly. The podcasts are uploaded
to iTunes University ang _a-re available to the public at http:/ /publichistorypodcast. blogspot.com/.
Dr. Jack E. Davis on his article "Sharp Prose for Green: John
D. MacDonald and the First Ecological Novel," which appeared in
Volume 87, no. 4 (Spring 2009).
Dr. Michael D. Bowen on his article "The Strange Tale of Wesley
and Florence Garrison: Racial Crosscurrents of the Postwar Florida
Republican Party" appeared in Volume 88, no. 1 (Summer 2009).
Dr. Nancy]. Levine discussed the research project undertaken
by her students on the Hastings Branch Library that appeared in
Volume 88, no. 2 (Fall 2009).
Dr. Daniel Feller, 2009 Catherine Prescott Lecturer, on "The
Seminole Controversy Revisited: A New Look at Andrew Jackson's
1819 Florida Campaign-," Volume 88, no. 3 (Winter 2010).
Dr. Derrick E. White, on his article "From Desegregation to
Integration: Race, Football, and 'Dixie' at the University of Florida," Volume 88, no. 4 (Spring 2010).
Dr. Gilbert Din was interviewed to discuss his article ''William
Augustus Bowles on the Gulf Coast, 1787-1803: Unraveling a Labyrinthine Conundrum," which appeared in Volume 89, no. 1 (Summer 2010).
Deborah L. Bauer, Nicole C. Cox, and Peter Ferdinando on
graduate education in Florida and their individual articles in Volume 89, no. 2 (Fall 2010).
Jessica Clawson, "Administrative Recalcitrance and Government Intervention: Desegregation at the University of Florida,
1962-1972," which appeared in Volume 89, no. 3 (Winter 2011) .
Dr. Rebecca Sharpless, "The Servants and Mrs. Rawlings: Martha Mickens and African American Life . at Cross Creek," which
appeared in Volume 89, no . 4 (Spring 2011).
Dr.James M. Denham, "Crime and Punishment in Antebellum
Pensacola," which appeared in Volume 90, no. 1 (Summer 2011).
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Dr. Samuel C. Hyde Jr., Dr. James G. Cusick, Dr. William S.
Belko, and Cody Scallions in a roundtable discussion on the West
Florida Rebellion of 1810, the subject of the special issue of the
Florida Historical Quarterly Volume 90, no. 2 (Fall 2011).
Dr. Julian Chambliss and Dr. Denise K Cummings, guest editors for "Florida: The Mediated State," special issue, Florida Historical Quarterly Volume 90, no. 3 (Winter 2012).
Dr. David H. Jackson, Jr., on his article "'Industrious, Thrifty
and Ambitious': Jacksonville's African American Businesspeople
during the Jim Crow Era," in the Florida Historical Quarterly Volume 90, no. 4 (Spring 2012) and Dr. Tina Bucuvalas, 2012 Jillian
Prescott Memorial Lecturer and winner of the Stetson Kennedy
Award for The Florida Folklife Reader.
Dr. Claire Strom, Rapetti-Trunzo Professor of History at Rollins
College, on her article, "Controlling Venereal Disease in Orlando
during World War II," Florida Historical Quarterly Volume 91, no. 1
(Summer 2012).
Dr. Matthew G. Hyland, on his article, "The Florida Keys Hurricane House: Post-Disaster New Deal Housing," Florida Historical
Quarterly Volume 91, no. 2 (Fall 2012).
Dr. Paul E. Hoffman, guest editor of Volume 91, no. 3 (Winter
2013) on sixteenth century Florida.
Dr. Christopher Meindl and Andrew Fairbanks were interviewed for the Spring 2013 (Volume 91, no. 4) podcast on their article (withJennifer Wunderlich). They talked about environmental
history and the problems of garbage for Florida's environment.
Dr. Samuel Watson was interviewed about his article, "Conquerors, Peacekeepers, or Both? The U.S. Army and West Florida, 18101811," Volume 92, no. 1 (Summer 2013). His article challenged
some of the work published in the Fall 2010 special issue on the
West Florida Rebellion. In his interview- Dr. Watson spoke about
the discipline of history and the way in which the field advances as
historians debate larger interpretative issues.
Richard S. Dellinger, Esq., attorney with the Orlando firm of
Lowndes, Drosdick, Doster, Kantor & Reed and Vice President for
the 11th Circuit Court, was interviewed for the Fall 2013 Special
Issue on the 50th Anniversary of the United States District Court,
Middle District of Florida.
Dr. Jane Landers, guest editor for Volume 92, no. 3 (Winter
2014) on seventeenth century Florida, the second issue in the 500
Years of Florida History series of special issues.
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Dr. Matt Clavin, an Associate Professor of History at the University of Houston was interviewed for Volume 92, no. 4 (Spring
2014) on his article "An 'underground railway' to Pensacola and
the Impending Crisis over Slavery."
Dr. Lisa Lindquist Dorr's article "Bootlegging Aliens: Unsanctioned Immigration and the Underground Economy of Smuggling
from Cuba through Prohibition" was the topic for the podcast on
Volume 93, no. 1 (SYmmer 2014).
Dr. C.S. Monaco was interviewed on his article '"Wishing that
Right May Prevail': Ethan Allen Hitchcock and the Florida War"
which appeared in VQlume 93, no. 2 (Fall 2014).
Dr. Sherry Johnson, special issue editor for the 18th Century in
Florida History, was interviewed for the Volume 93, no. 3 (Winter
2015) podcast.
Dr. Robert Cassanello was interviewed for the Volume 93, no. 4
(Winter 2015) podcast. He talked with Dr. Daniel Murphree about
the career of urban historian Dr. Raymond A. Mohl, a long-time
member and friend of the Florida Historical Society and contributor to the Florida Historical Quarterly. Dr. Mohl passed away in Birmingham, Alabama, onJnauary 29, 2015.

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY AVAILABLE ONJSTOR
The Florida Histcffical Quarterly is available to scholars and
researchers throughJSTOR, a digital service for libraries, archives,
and individual subscribers. JSTOR editors spent more than a
year digitizing FHQ volumes 3-83; it became available to academic
libraries and individual subscribers in August 2009. The FHQ has
reduced the 5-year window to a 3-year window for greater access.
More recent issues of the Quarterly are available only in print copy
form. JSTOR has emerged as a leader in the field of journal digitization and the FHQjoins a number of prestigious journals in all
disciplines. The Florida Historical Quarterly will continue to be available through PALMM, with a 5-year window.

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY ON FACEBOOK
Join the Florida Historical Quarterly on Facebook. The FHQ
Facebook page provides an image of each issue, the table of contents of each issue, an abstract of each article. There is also a link
to the Quarterly podcasts and the Florida Historical Society. Go to
the FHQ to find information on recent "Calls for Papers" for conferences in Florida and the South.
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GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE
FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY
The Florida Historical Quarterly is a peer-refereed journal and
accepts for consideration manuscripts on the history of Florida,
its people, and its historical relationships to the United States, the
Atlantic World, the Caribbean, or Latin America. All submissions
are expected to reflect substantial research, a dedication to writing, and the scholarly rigor demanded of professionally produced
historical work. Work submitted for consideration should not have
been previously published, soon to be published, or under consideration by another journal or press. Authors who are engaged in
open source peer review should watermark any manuscript available through an open source site as "Draft Under Consideration."
Authors should submit an electronic copy in MS Word to the
Florida Historical Quarterly, at Connie.Lester@ucf.edu.
Manuscripts should be typed and double-spaced (excluding
footnotes, block quotes, or tabular matter).
The first page should be headed by the title without the
author's name. Author identification should be avoided throughout the manuscript. On a separate sheet of paper, please provide
the author's name, institutional title or connection, or place of residence, and acknowledgements. Citations should be single-spaced
footnotes, numbered consecutively, and j.n accordance with the
Chicago Manual of Style. Use the reference feature to create footnotes rather than the superscript button.
Tables and illustrations should be created on separate pages,
with positions in the manuscript indicated.
In a cover letter, the author should provide contact information that includes phone numbers, fax number, email address, and
mailing address. The author should provide a statement of the
substance and significance of the work and identify anyone who
has already critiqued the manuscript.
Images or illustrations to be considered for publication with
the article may be submitted in EPS or PDF electronic format at
300 dpi or higher. Xeroxed images cannot be accepted. All illustrations should include full citations and credit lines. Authors
should retain letters of permission from institutions or individuals
owning the originals.
Questions regarding submissions should be directed to Connie L. Lester, editor, addressed to Department of History, PO Box
161350, 12790 Aquarius Agora Dr., Suite 551, University of Central
Florida, Orlando, FL 32816-1350, by email to Connie.Lester@ucf.
edu, or by phone at 407-823-0261.
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Other News of Interest
Thirty-Third Annual Meeting of the
Gulf South History and Humanities Conference
October f-3, 2015, Natchez Grand Hotel, Natchez, Miss.
THEME: Celebrating Mississippi and Beyond- Life and Society in the

Gulf South
For information- about conference registration and hotel reservations please see http:/ /www.usm.edu/ gulfcoast/gulf-southhistorical-association, the website of the Gulf South Historical
Association, University of Southern Mississippi.
w

LAWTON M CHILES, JR
CENTER FOR FLORIDA HISTORY

FloRIDA SOUTHERN CoLLEGE
LawtonM.
Chiles Center for Florida History Presents the 20152016 Florida Lecture Series

September 3

Ed Ayers (President Emeritus, University of
Richmond)
"From War to Freedom: Reflections on the Civil
War"

October 8

Drew Fulton (Conservation Photographer and
Filmmaker)
"Filming Florida: A Journey of Filmmaking and
Photography"

November 5

Sandra Parks (Educator, Writer)
"Stetson Kennedy: Living a Life of Purpose"

January 14
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Michael Francis (Hough Family Chair of Florida
Studies and Professor of History, University of
South Florida, St. Petersburg)
"Before Jamestown: Europeans, Africans, and
Indians in La Florida, 1513-1607."
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Nathaniel Millett (Professor of History, Saint
Louis University)

"The Maroons of Prospect Bluff and Their Quest
for Freedom in the Atlantic World"
March 3

Bob H. Lee (Writer)

"Backcountry Lawman: True Stories from a
Florida Game Warden"
Lawton M. Chiles Center for Florida History, Florida Southern College, 111 Lake Hollingsworth Dr. Lakeland, Florida 33801 ,
(863) 680-4312, www.flsouthern.edu/ flhistory.
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The Florida Historical Society
The Historical Society of Florida, 1856
The Florida Historical Society, successor, 1902
The Florida Historical Society, incorporated, 1905
OFFICERS
Leonard Lempel, President
Emily Lisska, Vice-President

DIRECTORS
Abel A. Bartley, Clemson, SCRobert Cassanello, Eustis
Judy Duda, Oviedo
David Jackson, Tallahassee
Sherry Johnson, Miami
Tom McFarland, Merritt Island
Jesus Mendez, Coral Gables
Maurice O'Sullivan, Winter Park

Tracy Moore, President-Elect
Robert Cassanello, Secretary
James G. Cusick, Immediate Past President

Harvey Oyer III, West Palm Beach
Sandra Parks, St. Augustine
Richard S. Prescott, Fort Myers
Christopher]. Ranck, Heathrow
KC. Smith, Tallahassee
Robert E. Snyder, Tampa
Irvin D .S. Winsboro, Fort Myers
Council "Butch" Wooten, Orlando

ex-officio:
Perry D. West, Chair, Rossetter House Foundation
Connie L. Lester, Editor, Florida Historical Quarterly

STAFF
Ben Brotemarkle, Executive Director
Ben DiBiase, Ed. Resources Coordinator
Bruce Piatek, Director of FHSAI & Brevard Museum
Deanna Runyan, CFO
Delores Spearman, Development Coordinator
Created in St. Augustine in 1856, The Florida Historical Society is the oldest
existing cultural organization in the state, and Florida's only state-wide historical
society. The Society is dedicated to preserving Florida's past through the collection
and archival maintenance of historical documents and photographs, the publication
of scholarly research on Florida history, and educating the public about Florida
history through a variety of public history and historic preservation projects. We
publish scholarly research in the Florida Historical Quarterly and through the Florida
Historical Society Press. Florida Frontiers: The Weekly Radio Magazine of the Florida
Historical Society is broadcast on public radio stations throughout the state and is
archived on our web site. The Florida Historical Society headquarters are located
at the Library of Florida History in historic Cocoa Village. The Flo1ida Historical
Society manages the Historic Rossetter House Museum and the Florida Books &
Gifts.
Florida Historical Society: (www.myfloridahistory.org.)
Rossetter House Museum: (www.rossette:rhousemuseum .org.)
Florida Historical Quarterly Podcasts: (http:/ /flo1idahistoricalquarterly.blogspot.com/)
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